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Iraq. Pushes Extensive 
Program for Housing 


Under Iraq’s new 5-year Develop- 
ment Board program (see Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, July 4, 1955, p. 7) 
it is planned to spend the equiv- 
alent of $26,460,000, or 9,450,000 Iraqi 
dinars, for the improvement of gen- 
eral housing. 


This figure is broken down as fol- 
lows: $16.8 million, or 6 million dinars, 
for general housing and slum clear- 
ance; $4.2 million, 1.5 million dinars, 
for workers’ housing; and $3.5 million, 
1.25 million dinars, for Government 
employees’ housing. Another $1.96 
million, 700,000 dinars, is programed 
for housing for specific industrial 
projects. Additional sums may be al- 
located, if necessary, as the program 
unfolds. In addition to the Develop- 
ment Board program, other govern- 
mental plans for housing are being de- 
veloped. 

The need for adequate middle and 
lower income housing throughout Iraq 
is recognized by the Government. The 
program as now envisaged appears to 
be beyond the ability of the Govern- 
ment and Iraqi contracting firms to 
carry out fast enough with available 
staff, equipment, and knowledge of 
mass-produced housing techniques. As 
a result, opportunities are expected to 
develop for foreign construction firms 
to assist in this program. 

The following summary of develop- 
ments in the Iraq Government’s hous- 
ing plans indicates possible business 
opportunities. 


Greek Firm Awarded Contract 


On July 28, 1955, the Iraq Develop- 
ment Board awarded to C. A. Doxiodis 
and Associates, a Greek consulting 
engineering firm, a 5-year contract to 
furnish advice, plans, directives, co- 
ordination, and supervision of the 
Board’s housing program. This firm 
is to prepare detailed programs and 
specifications of houses for the follow- 
ing types of persons: Urban mud-hut 
(sarifa) dwellers; low-income Govern- 
ment employees and pensioners; farm- 
ers; rural share croppers in villages; 
and industrial workers. A national 
housing policy will be formulated by 
this company, which probably will be 
implemented largely by the Develop- 


ment Board directly or through its al- 
location of funds for housing to other 
Government agencies. 

Indications are that efforts will be 
made to get a crash program under 
way before March 31, 1956, the end 
of the fiscal year, for the relief of ur- 
ban mud-hut dwellers and low-in- 
come Government employees and 
pensioners. Housing projects likely to 
be let out on tenders under this rush 
program are: 1,000 houses for Bagh- 
dad; 1,000 for Mosul; 1,000 for Basra; 
and 500 to 600 for Kirkuk. 


The Ministry of Social Affairs until 
recently has been the principal agency 
engaged in public housing, but with 
the Development Board’s new pro- 
gram this Ministry has become a 
much less important factor. The 
Ministry of Social Affairs has indi- 
cated that it is planning a $1.4-mil- 
lion, or 500,000-dinar, program of 
housing for industrial workers in 
Baghdad outside the Development 
Board’s program and that it has an 
allocation of 500,000 dinars for the 
remainder of this fiscal year. The 
Ministry also has acquired a plot.of 
land in Baghdad large enough for 500 
houses. It is possible that the Min- 
istry’s program will be incorporated 
into that of the Development Board 
beginning with the 1956-57 fiscal year. 


Opportunities for U. S. Firms 


The Ministry has been discussing 
plans, costs, etc., with representatives 
in Baghdad of British construction 
firms and has indicated a willingness 
to do the same with any interested 
U. S. firms. Arrangements have been 
made with the British firm, George 
Wimpey & Co., to construct 5 sample 
houses, which, if found satisfactory, 
may result in granting a contract for 
500 houses. The Ministry is hopeful 
that other firms will want to construct 
sample houses preparatory to making 
tenders. No official call for tenders 
has been issued. 

The Ministry of Defense has been 
allocated $2.8 million, or 1 million 
dinars, annually for 5 years for hots- 
ing, barracks, and other building con- 
struction. An additionals $14 million, 
5 million dinars, was allocated by 
the Development Board to the Min- 
istry for the same purposes. The 
details are not yet available, although 
various foreign firms are said to be 


discussing contract terms.—Emb., 


Baghdad. 
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Field Offices Give 


Quick Service 


Information on all phases of 
world trade—ranging from compre. 
hensive economic and business data 
to details on export and import reg- 
ulations—is quickly and directly 
available to businessmen in their 
own cities or localities through the 
33 Field Offices of the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce. 

Conveniently located in the busj- 
ness centers of the United States, 
the Field Offices are staffed with 
foreign trade specialists who keep 
constantly abreast of developments 
in the United States and abroad, 
Aided by the current information 
and publications sent to them reg- 
ularly from Washington, they are 
well equipped to serve world traders 
in their communities. 

Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
900 cooperative offices—local cham- 
bers of commerce and other busij- 
ness organizations—which have 
been furnished with Department of 
Commerce publications, reference 
material, and other information, for 
use by businessmen. 


The addresses of the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices follow: 
ree N. Mex., Room 321 Post Office 


Atlanta 23, Ga., Peachtree and Seventh &t. 
Bidg. 

Boston 9, Mass., 1416 U. S. Post Office and 
Courthouse Bidg. 

Buffalo 3, N. Y¥., 117 Ellicott St. 

Charleston 4, S. C., Area 2, Sergeant Jasper 
Bidg., West End Broad St. 

Cheyenne, Wyo., 307 Federal Office Bidg. 

Chicago 6, IIL, 226 W. Jackson Bivd. 

Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 442 U. S. Post Office and 
Courthouse. 

Cleveland 14, Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave. 

Dallas 2, Tex., 1114 Commerce St. 

Denver 2, Colo., 142 New Customhouse. 

Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bldg. 

El Paso, Tex., Chamber of Commerce Bldg. 

Houston 2, Tex., 430 Lamar Ave. 

Jacksonville x Fla., 425 Federal me 

Kansas City 6, Mo., Federal Office Bidg. 

Los —- 15, Calif., 1031 S. Broadway. 

Memphis 3, Tenn., 229 Federal Bidg. 

Miami 32, Fla., 300 NE. First Ave. 

Minneapolis 1, Minn., 319 Metropolitan 
Bidg. 

New Orleans 12, La., 333 St. Charles Ave. 

New York 17, N. Y., 110 E. 45th St. 

Philadelphia 7, Pa., 1015 Chestnut St. 

Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave. 

Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 107 Sixth St. 

Portland 4, Oreg., 217 Old U. S. Courthouse. 

Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. 

Richmond 20, Va., 900 N. Lombardy St. 

St. Louis 1, Mo., 910 New Federal Bldg. 

Salt Lake City 1, Utah, 222 S.W. Temple St. 

San Francisco 11, Calif., Room 419 Custom- 
house. 

Savannah, Ga., 235 U. S. Courthouse and 
Post Office Bldg 

Seattle 4, Wash., 509 First Ave. 


For local telephone numbers consult 
U. S. Government section of phone book. 
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British Economy Recovers From Strikes 


United Kingdom exports and industrial production in August 1955 
showed a marked recovery from the dislocating effects of the rail and 


dock strikes in May and June.. 


Exports averaged £257 million a month in the period January-May, 
put fell to £165 million in June and to £231 million in July, as a result 


of the strikes. However, exports rose 
sharply in August, particularly of 
chemicals, machinery, and metal 
manufactures. A large part of this 
rise reflected an upturn in exports to 
sterling-area countries. 

Though exports to Organization for 
European Economic Cooperation 
countries were down, shipments to 
dollar countries continued to gain. 

Shipments in August 1955 totaled 
£274 million, a record high and some 
£60 million greater than in August 
1954. Exports for the first 8 months 
of 1955 totaled £1,954 million and 
despite the strikes were £86 million 
above shipments in January-August 
1954. 

Vacations normally retard United 
Kingdom trade and industry in Au- 
gust. For this reason much of this 
year’s August rise in exports un- 
doubtedly reflects shipment of goods 
held up by the strikes. Most of the 
backlog has been worked off, and 
statistics for September probably will 
describe more accurately Britain’s ac- 
tual current export trend. 


Imports Increase 


British imports were not affected 
as adversely by the strikes as were 
exports. United Kingdom imports av- 
eraged £323 million a month in Jan- 
uary-May, after reaching a peak of 
£365 million in March and a low of 
£290 million in May. Imports rose 
steadily since May and amounted to 
£342 million in August, an increase 
of £75 million over August 1954. 


Imports of meat, cereals, rubber, 
timber, woodpulp, metal ores and 
scrap, iron and steel, coal, and petro- 
leum were high in August. Compared 
with July, imports from sterling coun- 
tries increased slightly in August, 
and a decrease in imports from the 
dollar area was offset by a rise in 
imports from OEEC countries. 

Imports in the first 8 months of this 
year valued at £2.6 billion were £355 
million greater than in the corre- 
sponding months of 1954. However, 
£183 million of this rise occurred dur- 
ing the first 3 months of the year, in- 
dicating that the rate of increase over 
1954 has slowed considerably in recent 
months. This large upturn in imports 
far surpassed this year’s rise in exports 
Over January-August 1954, resulting 
in a sharp increase in Britain’s ad- 
verse trade balance. The United King- 
dom’s adverse trade balance amounted 
to £359 million for January-August 
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1954, and nearly £629 million for the 
corresponding period of this year. 

The main rise in imports in the 
first part of 1955 occurred in foodstuffs. 
However, more recent gains show 
growing imports of industrial mate- 
rials. This shift reflects, in part, a 
downward trend in food and beverage 
import prices and rising prices for 
industrial materials. 


For January-August 1955, the total 
rise in imports over a year ago reflects 
@ particular sharp rise in grain im- 
ports from Canada and the United 
States; coal from the United States 
and France; iron and steel from the 
United States; and nonferrous metals 
from Canada and Chile. 


Coal Stocks Improve 


The upturn in grain imports was 
due mainly to last year’s poor harvest. 
Although cereal acreage has declined 
in the United Kingdom, output has 
risen and there should be a consider- 
able decline in cereal imports in the 
coming year. 


The large upturn in coal imports 
this year is attributable to lagging coal 
production and rising consumption. To 
aid the supply situation, the United 
Kingdom has announced that it will 
reduce coal exports in 1956. However, 
even with a substantial cut in exports 
and strenuous Government efforts to 
promote the substitution of oil con- 
sumption for coal, indications are that 
Britain, because of inadequate coal 
production, will continue to require 
large coal imports. 

As a result of rising imports, United 
Kingdom coal stocks continue to be 
built up. At the end of August they 
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amounted to 17.2 million tons, some 
1 million tons more than a year ago; 
and industry officials are confident 
that stocks will reach the 18-million- 
ton safety level by November, 1955. 

In an attempt to foster_increased 
coal output, an investigation to deter- 
mine the cause of declining coal pro- 
duction will be made by representa- 
tives of the National Coal Board, the 
public corporation running the na- 
tionalized coal industry, and the Na- 
tional Union of Mineworkers. A review 
will be made of pits where the output 
has fallen and where there is poten- 
tial improvement. 


Steel Production Rises 


Heavy imports of steel this year 
reflect the large domestic demand for 
steel. Supply difficulties, caused by 
the strikes, have been largely over- 
come and production has increased. 
Crude-steel production in August was 
at an alltime high for the month, 

With the improvement in the out- 
look for the industry’s raw-material 
supply position, it is expected that the 
output will reach this year’s target of 
19.5 million tons. Steel output in 
1954 totaled 18.5 million tons. How- 
ever, despite the current rise in output, 
it is not anticipated that production 
will meet the intense demand for 
steel, and imports are expected to 
remain at high levels in the next 6 
months. 


Industrial Output Up 


United Kingdom industrial produc- 
tion data show that British industry 
as a whole recovered from the adverse 
effects of the strikes. 

In addtion to the steel industry, 
Britain’s nonferrous metal, machinery 
and chemical industries added to this 
upswing. Indications are that automo- 
bile production recovered sharply from 
the low July output when output was 
retarded by vacations and the effects 
of the strikes. However, the production 
of cotton yarn and coal was down, as 
well as the output of gas and electric- 
ity. 

Production in Britain’s shipyards 
remained at very high levels, and a 
United Kingdom shipping concern 
placed orders for 25 tankers, worth 
£37 million, among 9 British ship- 
yards. This is the first of an an- 
ticipated series of tanker orders. 


Increased interest in tankers re- 
flects the continued rise in United 
Kingdom oil consumption. Some 14 
percent more oil was consumed in 
Britain in January-June 1955 than 
in the corresponding months of 
1954. Moreover, as coal declines in 
importance, the use of heavier types 


(Continued on Page 10) 





“ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Guatemalan Business Activity 
Normal; Expansion Anticipated 


Economic activity in Guatemala in the third quarter of 1955 reflected 
the usual lull prevalent in the rainy season, which extends from May 
to November, but was normal for the period. 

The high prices of corn and other basic food staples at the beginning 
of the quarter, which probably affected nonfood spending, dropped to 


normal levels toward the end of the 
quarter, with the help of a U. S. corn 
grant. 

Business optimism was bolstered 
late in the quarter by the anticipation 
of expanded economic activity sched- 
uled at the close of the rainy season. 
The activity will include considerable 
highway construction in various sec- 
tors of the country, self-help housing 
projects, rural development, agricul- 
tural promotion, and other programs 
to be financed, in part, with U. 5S. 
aid and international loan funds. 

Interest in investments continued 
throughout the quarter, and Guate- 
malan capital was showing increased 
interest in joint investment ventures 
with American capital. Several oil 
companies were doing field work 
under surface exploration permits, and 
it was expected that several of them 
would enter bids for more compre- 
hensive exploration rights. 


Foreign-Exchange Reserves High 

Foreign-exchange reserves remained 
at a high level in the third quarter, 
despite an international trade surplus 
of only $14.6 million for the first half 
of 1955, as compared with an export 
balance of $30.8 million for the cor- 
responding period of 1954. The coun- 
try’s export balance improved 
throughout the third quarter when 
delayed coffee exports moved forward. 
Foreign aid and international loan 
funds were expected to strengthen the 
country’s balance-of-payments posi- 
tion considerably in 1955 and 1956. 

Among the funds scheduled to enter 
Guatemala after July 1, the beginning 
of the 1956 fiscal year. were the pro- 
ceeds from a $15-million grant ap- 
proved by the U. 8S. Congress for 
International Cooperation Adminis- 
tration assistance to Guatemala for 
fiscal 1956; $4.6 million of ICA funds 
allocated for fiscal 1955 but carried 
over for actual expenditure in fiscal 
1956; a World Bank loan of $18.2 
million granted in July for highway 
construction and maintenance (see 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, Aug. 15, 
1955, p. 2); and a pending World Bank 
loan of $1.7 million to finance the pur- 
chase—for resale to farmers on the 
installment plan—of argicultural ma- 
chinery, breeding stock, and small 
grain stcrage units. 

In addition, $8 million of the U. 8. 
grant for the Guatemalan section of 
the Inter-American Highway already 
has been obiigated for the fiscal year 
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1956, and additional amounts are to 
be obligated during the year. 

An issue of $2 million of 5-percent 
10-year Treasury bonds was author- 
ized to finance the construction of a 
projected University City for the Uni- 
versity of San Carlos. The remaining 
$1.8 million of the $20-million Eco- 
nomic Development Bonds authorized 
in 1952 were issued in the third 
quarter. 


Bank Opens Branch 


The floating debt of $7.5 million 
registered when the present adminis- 
tration took office in  mid-1954, was 
reduced by repayment to $2.6 million. 
However, subsequent unregistered 
claims against the Government total- 
ing $8.1 million has raised the current 
floating debt to $10.7 million. This 
debt will be paid from the national 
budget as funds become available. 

The Banco Popular de Colombia 
opened a branch in Guatemala City, 
with $400,000 authorized and $250,000 
paid-in capital. 

Guatemalan coffee exports for the 
coffee year ended September 30, 1955, 
amounted to 1,161,000 quintales (101.4 
pounds each), some 6.4 percent below 
total exports for the preceding crop 
year. Coffee prices for the 1954-55 crop 
year averaged $58.84 per quintal, 8.3 





Guatemalan President 
Visits U. S. 


Colonel Carlos Castillo Armas, 
President of the Republic of 
Guatemala, is scheduled _ to 
arrive in Washington on Octo- 
ber 31, for a 3-day official visit. 

In addition to receiving the 
usual courtesies accorded to 
State visitors, the Guatemalan 
President will address a meeting 
of the Council of the Organiza- 
tion of American States, confer 
with the leader of the American 
Federation of Labor, and receive 


an honorary degree from 
Georgetown University. 
Following his Washington 


visit, President Castillo Armas 
will make a 10-day tour, visit- 
ing New York City, Pough- 
keepsie, Detroit, St. Louis, Hous- 
ton, and New Orleans. 
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percent lower than average 1953-54 
prices but 8.9 percent higher than 
average 1952-53 prices. 

Despite réduced coffee exports, Goy- 
ernment revenue from exports of that 
commodity were double those of the 
preceding year because of higher ex. 
port taxes and the Liberation Tax 
imposed on coffee exported in the 
1954-55 crop year. 

Although it is estimated that 1955- 
56 coffee exports will be slightly higher 
than those of the preceding year, it is 
expected that lower prices and a re- 
duced tax rate in turn will reduce 
Government revenues from 1955-56 
coffee exports to nearly one-half of 
1954-55 revenues from the same 
source. 

Corn imports from the United States 
under title IL of Public Law 499 
amounted to some 35,000 short tons 
(the entire grant) by the end of the 
quarter and helped to reduce previous 


high corn prices to an average of 


about $0.05 a pound in September. 
Nevertheless, concern over a_ short 
1954-55 corn crop prompted the Goy- 
ernment to supplement its new sup- 
port price of $3.40 per quintal with 
offerings of free seed for a second 
planting in the fall and financing the 
construction of small storage silos. 


Staple Prices Fluctuate 

The price of beans rose to $0.20 a 
pound in the quarter before imports 
from Mexico and Costa Rica brought 
them down to $0.12 a pound. The 
price of rice which, together with corn 
and beans, is one of the basic staples 
in the Guatemalan diet, suffered 


similar price fluctuations in the 
quarter. 
Highway construction progressed 


throughout the third quarter and was 
expected to be in full swing in the 
fourth quarter. following the award 
of several construction contracts in 
September and the end of the wet 
season. 

The Guatemalan port authority was 
preparing to build a rail spur to con- 
nect the new Caribbean port of Santo 
Tomas—officially opened on Septem- 
ber 13—with the railroad running 
between Guatemala City and Puerto 
Barrios. Meanwhile, the principal use 
of the new Government-owned port, 
at least until it is connected with the 
capital either by rail or by completion 
of the Atlantic Highway, appeared to 
lie in the import of goods destined for 
points in the Provinces of Alta Vera- 
paz and Baja Verapaz in central 
Guatemala, and the exportation of 
lead ore from Alta Verapaz. 

The Government-owned port of 
Champerico on the Pacific coast 
was scheduled to resume operations 
on October 15, after completion of @ 
thorough renovation. Some 200 low- 
cost homes, costing about $1,600 each, 
were under construction for port and 


(Continued on Page 26) 
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Sth Annual Meeting NFTC Panel Session Scheduled 


Held at Notre Dame 


The campus of the University of 
Notre Dame was the scene of the 
Eighth Annual Notre Dame World 
Trade Conference, October 11. About 
150 attended the conference, the gen- 
eral theme of which was The Next 
Five Years in World Trade. 


Under the sponsorship of the De- 
partment of Marketing, College of 
Commerce of the University, the con- 
ference is organized to help the world 
trader keep abreast of the rapid 
movement of events; to provide a 
place to exchange ideas; and to stim- 
ulate the students studying foreign 
commerce by providing a common 
meeting ground for businessmen, stu- 
dents, and faculty. 


The morning session opened with a 
panel discussion on the markets of 
Latin America, Europe, and the Far 
East. Prominent speakers covered 
each of these areas, and the period 
ended with questions from the audi- 
ence being answered by the panel. 
The topic of the luncheon address was 
China. 

The afternoon was devoted to an- 
other panel discussion covering fi- 
nance, advertising, Government ac- 
tivities, and freight forwarding. 


Developments in merchandising, ad- 
vertising, transportation, insurance, 
and communications in American in- 
ternational trade will be considered at 
@ panel session covering these subjects 
on Tuesday afternoon, November 15, 
during the 42d National Foreign Trade 
Convention at the Waldorf-Astoria, 
the National Foreign Trade Council, 
sponsor of the 3-day convention open- 
ing November 14, has announced. 

Warren Simonson, assistant to the 


president, American Home Products 
Corp., will be chairman of the session. 


Speakers Scheduled 

Speakers, and their topics, are 
scheduled as follows: Oscar Cornejo, 
export advertising manager, Worth- 
ington Corp., Harrison, N. J., “The Case 
for Centralized Control of Interna- 
tional Advertising in An Era of Decen- 
tralization”; Warren D. Lamport, 
president, The American Association 
of Port Authorities, Washington, D. C., 
and general manager of the Port of 
Houston, Houston, Tex., “Economic 
Meaning of Ports’; R. H. Lepper, 
credit manager, Westinghouse Elec- 
tric International Co., New York, 
“Consumer Financing Abroad”; and 


John Mount, manager, Marine Serv- 
ice Department, Insurance Co. of 
North America, Philadelphia, “Rela- 
tionship of Export Packing to Marine 
Insurance.” 

Following these presentations, panel 
discussion will be held under the 
leadership of James E. McCarthy, 
B. C. S., Dean, Edward N. Hurley 
College of Foreign and Domestic Com- 
merce, University of Notre Dame, 
Notre Dame, Ind. 

Members of the panel will be: Erwin 
Balluder, vice president, Pan American 
World Airways System, New York; 
E. F. Becker, director, Commercial 
Intelligence Division; Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, Department of Com- 
merce, Washington; Robert G. Biesel, 
vice president, General American 
Transportation Corp., Chicago; H. L. 
deRham, Chubb and Son, New York; 
T. A. Dyke, vice president, Combustion 
Engineering, Inc., New York; A. 8. 
Hart, president, Quaker Oats Interna- 
tional, Inc., New York; Walter S. 
Lemmon, president, World Wide 
Broadcasting System, Inc., New York; 
Robert D. Merrill, vice president, Amer- 
ican Cable and Radio Corp., New 
York; and Frederick E. Spence, vice 
president, International Division, 
Grant Advertising, Inc., New York. 
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Declaration.’ 


Rosert F. Lores, Chairman 


42nd 
NATIONAL 


CONVENTION 


November 14-16, 1955 


THE WALDORF-ASTORIA 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 


“The Capacities and Incentives of Private Enterprise 
Stimulate Expansion of World Trade and Investment” 


A program designed to be of direct assistance to executives in United 
States international trade and investment, and the important service opera- 
tions, will be presented at the Convention. Recommendations for advance- 
ment of international commerce will be issued in the widely noted “Final 
Attendance of over 2,000 is anticipated. 


NATIONAL FOREIGN TRADE COUNCIL, 


For Registrations, and Program Information, Address: 
Convention Division, National Foreign Trade Council, Inc. 
1ll Broadway, New York 6, N. Y. * DI 9-2720 


TRADE 


INC. 


Witt S. Swincisz, President 








October 31, 1955 








ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 








Brazilian Business Not 
Affected by Elections 


Business activity in Brazil does not 
appear to have been affected by the 
campaign preceding the presidential 
elections held on October 3, 1955, or 
by the prospects of any particular 
candidate’s election. 

Rumors continued throughout Sep- 
tember concerning both the immi- 
nence and postponement of the ex- 
pected foreign-exchange reform. 
President Cafe Filho ruled that the 
proposed changes in the exchange- 
control system could not be put into 
effect by Executive decree but would 
require congressional action. The 
Minister of Finance, who had been 
identified with the exchange-reform 
proposal, therefore, resigned effective 
October 10, 1955. 

The cruzeiro continued strong in the 
free exchange market in September, 
and at the close of the month reached 
the highest level (buying rate for dol- 
lars about 67 cruzeiros) in nearly a 
year. A continued relatively easy sup- 
ply of dollars for that market was 
cited as the principal factor. 


Coffee Exports Rise 


Coffee exports in September 
amounted to nearly 2 million bags, a 
considerable increase over the 1,065,- 
000 bags shipped in August. This in- 
dicates total exports of about 4 million 
bags for July-September, the first 3 
months of the 1955-56 coffee year, as 
compared with less than 2 million bags 
in the like period of 1954-55 and 
about 4 million bags in 1953-54. The 
heavy September movement, although 
seasonal, was accompanied by firm 
prices, with consequent increased 
foreign-exchange receipts which im- 
proved the balance-of-payments out- 
look for the remainder of 1955. 

Cotton exports from the principal- 
producing State of Sao Paulo were 
reported down to about 134,000 tons 
in the first 8 months of 1955 from 
about 225,000 tons in the correspond- 
ing period of 1954. 


Currency Issues High 

New currency issues in the first half 
of September totaled 800 million cru- 
geiros, following the 1,400 million cru- 
zeiros issued in August, thus contrib- 
uting to an overall increase in the 
money supply. The currency issues 
were at the highest rate for the year, 
primarily because of the Brazilian 
Government’s need for funds to meet 
Obligations for which sufficient tax 
revenues had not been provided. 

The volume of commercial bank 
credit expanded substantially in the 
third quarter after having been stable 
in previous months. In July and 
August, the volume increased by 3.2 


6 


billion cruzeiros to a new high of 
about 106 billion cruzeiros. 

Despite the substantial increase in 
commercial bank credit, the demand 
for credit continued to exceed the 
banks’ ability to handle it. Local banks 
reported a generally satisfactory col- 
lection situation, although the number 
of bills submitted for collection de- 
clined somewhat. Price increases, 
particularly in durable goods, con- 
tinued. 

A continued lack of rains in the 
watersheds supplying the reservoirs 
of hydroelectric power plants aggra- 
vated the seasonal power-shortage 
problem and caused rationing to be 
imposed, beginning September 15, in 
the Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo 
areas. Prospects were for reduced 
activity in industry dependent on 
electric power——Emb., Rio de Janeiro. 


Key Road Started 
In Southern Iraq 


Executive and technical personnel 
of the American engineering firm, 
Morrison-Knudsen, Inc., arrived at 
Basra, Iraq, in August, for the purpose 
of constructing a road between Basra 
and Amara. 

The company has been awarded a 
contract by the Iraq Development 
Board to construct 164 kilometers of 
all-weather bitumen-surfaced road, 
6.7 meters wide, at a cost of $13,580,000, 
or 4,850,000 Iraqi dinars. 

Full-scale operations will begin 
upon the arrival of heavy earth-mov- 
ing equipment this fall, and the proj- 
ect is expected to be completed in 
2% years. 

The Basra-Amara road is a key 
factor in communications’ develop- 
ment in southern Iraq. Basra is the 
country’s sole port of entry on the 
Persian Gulf, and the expansion of 
imports and the development of the 
port’s cargo-handling facilities have 
outpaced the improvement of means 
for clearing the port area of imported 
merchandise, resulting in congestion 
and delay. 

The Basra-Baghdad railway is over- 
taxed and possesses inadequate rolling 
stock. The alternative means of trans- 
port is by barge on the Tigris River, 
but at best it is time consuming and 
subject to suspension for weeks at a 
time in a dry year such as the present 
one, when the diversion of water for 
irrigation purposes leaves insufficient 
depth in the river for cargo-carrying 
craft. Upon completion of the entire 
road between Basra and the capital, 
parts of which already are up to an 
acceptable standard, trucks can be 
used to relieve the pressure on the 
railway. 

Trade in August remained relatively 
dull, although banks reported a more 
rapid taking up of documents on im- 
ported merchandise. The demand for 








Belgian Congo Mine 
Production Up 


A continuous increase in the 
efficiency of the Belgian Congo 
mine labor force and a conse- 
quent increase in production in 
the past few years are indicated 
in a report released by the Act- 
ing Director of the Mines Sery- 
ices. 

The report covers such subjects 
as European and native person- 
nel employed in the mines, cost 
of native labor, production by 
specific. commodity, etc. It in- 
cludes an analysis and interpre- 
tation of the data contained, 
indicating that the increase in 
efficiency and productivity is due 
to improved supervision, wide 
mechanization where possible, 
and general social and welfare 
programs inaugurated by the 
companies. It concludes that 
this improvement trend will con- 
tinue. 

A loan copy of the report is 
obtainable from the Near East- 
ern and African Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Wash- 
ing 25, D. C. 











building materials continued strong; 
textile sales improved and large im- 
ported stocks of winter-weight cloth- 
ing appear to have been moved sat- 
isfactorily. 

Credits Opened 


As an indication of import trends, 
credits were opened for goods from 
the United States, including diesel 
engines; earth-moving machinery; 
automobiles, tires, and spares; motor 
oil; cotton piece goods and used cloth- 
ing; pharmaceuticals; and fans and 
air conditioners. From the United 
Kingdom, orders were placed for 
clothing; woolen piece goods; beer 
and liquors; automotive spares; and 
toys. Glassware and crockery, thread, 
sewing machines, and textiles were 
ordered from Japan. 

It seemed certain at the end ‘of 
August that the date crop would be 
extremely poor because of unseason- 
able weather. Dates for the American 
market in particular were adversely 
affected.—Cons., Basra. 





U. S. imports of cotton linters in the 
period August 1954-July 1955 totaled 
189,000 bales of 480 pounds net, 14 
percent higher than imports of 166,- 
000 bales in the preceding year, the 
Foreign Agricultural Service reports. 

More than half—57 percent—of the 
linter imports in the current year 
were from Mexico, other major sources 
being the U. S. S. R. with 17 percent 
and Brazil, 13 percent. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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US. Trucks Required Colombia Clarifies Regulations 
On Import Charges, Procedures 


The Colombian Office of Exchange Registry has established several 
new regulations affecting imports and has also changed or clarified a 


To Register in Mexico 


U. S. commercial trucks crossing the 
Mexican frontier must bear special 
license plates issued by the Mexican 
Ministry of Communications and Pub- 
lic Works, under the terms of a de- 
cree published on October 6 and ef- 
fective October 21. 

The Ministry of Communications 
and Public Works will determine, in 
line with reciprocity requirements, in 
which of the Mexican border areas 
this licensing requirement will apply, 
and also will determine whether the 
requirement will be made applicable 
to public service passenger vehicles of 
U. S. registry. 

The truck-licensing requirement is 
understood now to’ apply only to vehi- 
cles registered in Texas, which has 
subjected trucks of Mexican registry 
to its licensing requirements. 

The fee established for the special 
plates, designated “Servicio Federal 
Fronterizo,” “is a flat US$96 (1,200 
pesos), irrespective of the size of the 
vehicle. 

Trucks bearing these special Mex- 
ican plates are subject to the same 
regulations that applied before in- 
stitution of the licensing requirement, 
that is, they may enter Mexican 
border communities solely for the 
purpose of loading or unloading cargo 
and in so doing may not proceed be- 
yond the limits of the respective lo- 
calities. 

The International Traffic Commit- 
tee of Nuevo Laredo, according to the 
Mexican press, has requested the Gov- 
ernment to postpone the licensing re- 
quirement until January 1, 1956, on 
the grounds that there are not enough 
Mexican trucks in Nuevo Laredo to 
handle the traffic and that interna- 
tional trucking already is hampered 
by inadequate bridge facilities.—Diario 
Oficial, October 6, 1955. 


number of older regulations. 


The following is a resume of salient features affecting U. S. ex- 


porters: 

eThe ruling limiting incidental 
charges on shipments to 5-percent of 
the f. o. b. price (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Oct. 24, 1955, p. 8) as now 
clarified applies only to. handling 
charges at ports and shipping agents’ 
commissions. 

The Exchange Registry Office states 
that a misunderstanding of the orig- 
inal regulation had led to many pro- 
tests from U. 8S. exporters. Inland 
freight and export packing are con- 
sidered a part of the f. o. b. price. 

The new interpretation has been 
circularized to Colombian consulates 
and should do much to allay the 
concern of shippers. 


®For payment of the 1-percent fee 
on the f. o. b. price of shipments, 
which was added to the consular 
charge for import license applications 
by decree No. 2144 of October 1, dol- 
lar exchange may be obtained at the 
official rate if the merchandise con- 
cerned is entitled to official exchange 
by virtue of being in the preferential 
and group I import categories. It is 
understood, however, that goods in 
import groups II, III, and IV must 
pay the 1-percent fee at the free- 
market rate even if the licenses were 
approved before October 1 and visaed 
after that date. 

Decree No. 2144 is also referred to 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, October 
24, 1955, page 8. 

eThe procedure for collection of the 
l-percent fee, established by decree 
No. 2537 of September 21, is expected 
to cause no further delays in the han- 
dling of license applications during 





Brazilian Cheesecloth Duty 
Waived for Tobacco Growers 


Cheesecloth imported into Brazil by 
legally constituted companies or firms 
or by responsible growers of commer- 
cial tobacco of the “wrapper” type for 
covering areas planted in such to- 
bacco is to be exempt from import 
duties and customs charges except the 
social security tax. 

This customs exemption, conceded 
by law No. 2591 of September 8, be- 
came effective on the date of its pub- 
lication in the Diario Oficial of Sep- 
tember 10. 

Imports of cotton piece goods in 
general are assessed at a relatively 
high rate of import duty on a specific- 
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duty basis, the rate varying according 
to weave and weight of the goods. | 

The concession granted to cheese- 
cloth to be used for the protection of 
growing crops of wrapper tobacco is 
designed to assist in promoting do- 
mestic production of that type of to- 
bacco. 

Leaf tobacco for use as cigar wrap- 
pers is classified in the second most 
essential category in the classification 
established by Brazil for the auction- 
ing of exchange commitment certifi- 
cates covering imports. 

Brazilian imports of wrapper to- 
bacco in 1954 totaled 50,320 kilograms 
and in January-March 1955, 3,969 
kilograms, the United States being the 
sole supplier.—Emb., Rio de Janeiro. 





the period of adjustment to the addi- 
tional consular fee system, as may 
have been feared by exporters. The 
Office of Exchange Registry has in- 
structed Colombian consulates in the 
United States to handle expeditiously 
license applications, including those 
for which the 1-percent fee is charged. 

eRegulation No. 29 of June 14, de- 
signed to curb overinvoicing and 
requiring a pro forma invoice from 
the manufacturer, as well as an invoice 
from the exporter stating export 
charges and certifying prices, has been 
amended. 

The Office of Exchange Registry has 
now instructed Colombian consulates 
that the manufacturer’s invoice will 
no longer be required if the manufae- 
turer notifies the Exchange Registry 
by letter that the exporter is author- 
ized to represent him in the export 
market. Export representatives must 
still supply an invoice certifying to 
the prices. 

eA procedural reform reducing to 
a single copy the number of copies 
of import licenses required, instead of 
multiple copies as formerly, went into 
operation on October 15. Issuance of 
a single copy of the license is adopted 
to afford the Exchange Registry better 
control and to curb abuses. 





Venezuela and Brazil! Extend 


Commercial Modus Vivendi 


The commercial modus vivendi of 
June 11, 1940, between Venezuela and 
Brazil has been further extended for 
1 year to October 2, 1956. 

Trade relations between the coun- 
tries continue highly favorable to 
Venezuela because of the high level 
of sales to Brazil of crude petroleum 
and refined products. 

In 1954, Venezuela exported 2,356,- 
517 barrels of crude petroleum and 
22,151,053 barrels of refined products 
to Brazil, whereas ordinary freight 
imports of miscellaneous merchan- 
dise from Brazil were valued at only 
1,165,561 bolivars, or US$349,668. 


In the first 5 months of 1955, ex- 
ports to Brazil totaled 5,510,700 bar- 
rels of crude petroleum and 5,935,017 
barrels of refined products. 
freight imports from Sad wok 
valued at 416,103 bolivars, or $124,- 
830.—Emb., Caracas. 
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Philippines Puts No-Dollar Import Law 
Into Operation, Exempts Items From Ban 


The Philippine “no-dollar import” 
law, Republic Act No. 1410 passed in 
the summer of this year, prohibiting 
import of commodities for which no 
foreign exchange has been allocated 
by the Central Bank, has now been 
put into operation by the Depart- 
ment of Commerce and Industry. 

Exceptions to the import ban are 
made for the following: 

®Capital goods imported by persons 
or firms for use in “dollar-producing” 
or “dollar-saving” industries. 

®Commodities imported under pri- 
vate barter if such transactions are 
expressly authorized by the Secre- 
tary of Commerce and Industry. Only 
producers, including producer co- 
operatives, are permitted to engage 
in barter. 

Producers’ exports are limited to 
undeveloped or underdeveloped items, 
export of which has not exceeded $1 
million for each commodity exported 
in any one year before 1955; principal 
export items if a surplus is available 
for barter, “surplus” of a commodity 
meaning any amount in excess of 
average annual dollar receipts from 
export of the item since 1950; export 
commodities in excess of foreign im- 
port quota limitations established on 
such products by international agree- 
ments; and other agricultural, forest, 
mineral, and industrial products lo- 
cally produced that cannot be sold for 
dollars because of grade or high cost. 

Goods that may be imported are 
not specified, but import of articles 
for which the Central Bank makes 
no allocation of foreign exchange is 
specifically prohibited. Import rights 
are nontransferable. 

eCloths imported on a consignment 
basis to be embroidered and reex- 
ported. 

eArticles valued at no more than 
10,000 pesos imported exclusively for 
use of the person or family importing 
them (1 peso—US$0.50). 

eGifts imported through post offices 
totaling in value not more than 500 
pesos in a 6-month period per family. 

eGifts received from Filipino resi- 
dents abroad valued at no more than 
500 pesos per family recipient “when 
received in the Philippines not oftener 
than once a month, or if accumulated 
or sent over a period of months, in an 
aggregate amount not to exceed 5,000 
pesos.” 

eArticles up to a value of 5,000 pesos 
imported not more than once a year 
for personal use by returning residents 
of the Philippines. 

The no-dollar import law is designed 
to close a loophole in existing regula- 
fions. The Central Bank, which regu- 
lates imports through its exchange- 
allocation system, has no clear legal 
‘authority to control imports involving 


no foreign-exchange allocations. Such 
statutory authority has now been given 
to a Philippine Government agency, 
the Department of Commerce and 
Industry. 





Costa Rica Restores 
Oil, Kerosene Duties 


The 50-percent reduction in Costa 
Rican duties on kerosene and diesel 
oil imported for specified uses, put into 
effect on November 1, 1949, by decree- 
law No. 781, has now been rescinded. 

The uses enumerated are as fuel for 
agricultural machinery; industrial 
activities directly related to agricul- 
ture; industries using at least 50 per- 
cent domestic raw materials; and 
industries established in places with- 
out adequate electric power provided 
that at least 25 percent of their ex- 
penses are for labor. 

A similar 50-percent reduction for 
crude petroleum imported for the 
same purposes, made effective by de- 
cree-law No. 812 on November 6, 1949, 
is continued in effect. 

Diesel oil and kerosene now will pay 
general duties as follows: Diesel oil, 
tariff item No. 313, 0.10 colon a gallon 
(5.67 colones—US$1); and kerosene, 
tariff item No. 312, 0.47 colon a gallon 
plus 2 percent ad valorem, c. i. f. value. 

Crude petroleum, tariff item No. 308, 
will continue to pay one-half of the 
general duty of 0.28 colon a gallon 
plus 2 percent ad valorem if imported 
for the purposes here specified. 

The reductions in duties on these 
products were canceled throuch de- 
cree No. 1937 effective on October 1.— 
La Gaceta, October 1, 1955. 


Decree-laws Nos. 781 and 812 estab- 
lishing the duty reductions were an- 
nounced in Foreign Commerce Week- 
ly, December 5, 1949, page 20, and De- 
cember 12, 1949, page 12. 





Brazilian Pharmacopoeia 
Revised and Approved 


A new Brazilian pharmacopoeia has 
been prepared by the Commission for 
the Revision of the Pharmacopoeia of 
the National Service for the Fiscaliza- 
tion of Medicine. 


Raw material for use in the chemi- 
cal-pharmaceutical industry and in 
pharmaceutical specialties must con- 
form to the requirements of purity 
and to norms fixed by the pharma- 
copoeia and by the National Formula 
Code. 


The pharmacopoeia is to be revised 
every 10 years and the National Serv- 
ice for the Fiscalization of Medicine 
may authorize publication of supple- 


India Issues Four New 
Open General Licenses 


Four open general import licenses 
expired on September 30 have been 
reissued by the Government of India 
with some modifications, effective 
October 1. 

Open general license No. 
replacing No. XXXV, permits un- 
limited import of specified commodi- 
ties from any country except the 
Union of South Africa. 

The other three open general }j- 
censes are for the soft-currency 
Pakistan, and specified middle east- 
ern countries: 

All licenses are valid for 1 year, 
except the Pakistan license, which 
will remain in effect for 11 months, 

The lists of commodities remain 
essentially unchanzed, although some 
deletions and additions have been 
made. 

U. S. Items Listed 


The more important items which 
will require separate licenses if im- 
ported from the United States are 
electrodes made of metal alloys; rods, 
foil, wire, and strips of metal alloys 
for gas welding and brazing; alumi- 
num scrap; air cleaners; parts of 
roller bearings; some drugs and medi- 
cines; asphalt: some chemicals; hear- 
ing aids and parts; and clinical 
thermometers. 

Items added to the oven general 
license valid for imvort from the 
United States include copper and 
bronze pressure pipes and _ tubes; 
chemical lead sheet at least 7 feet 


wide; some drugs and medicines; 
monel metal rivets; and sodium 
hydrosulfite. 


Among items formerly included in 
the soft-currency open general license 
and now deleted are antimonial lead, 
bandsaws, some machinery items, 
drugs and medicines, fishhooks, and 
borax. 

New items include some chemicals, 
wool waste, die stamping presses, glass 
syringes, and laboratory glassware. 

The 87 items and categories listed 
in new open general license No. 
XXXIX include metal products, some 
kinds of machinery, drugs, medicines, 
X-ray and cinema film, books, refrac- 
tories, laboratory ware, ores, chemi- 
cals, scientific and electrical products, 
and rniscellaneous articles. 


——_ 





ments necessary to keep it up to date. 

The pharmacopoeia and its supple- 
ments will enter into effect 60 days 
after their publication. 


The new pharmacopoeia was ap- 
proved through Presidential Decree 
No. 37,843 of September 1 published 
in the Diario Oficial of the same date. 
—Emb., Rio de Janeiro. 
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Brazilian Imports To 
Be in Three Groups 


The proposed new Brazilian customs 
tariff (foreign Commerce Weekly, Aug. 
22, 1955, p. 8) divides imports into 
three groups on the basis of the im- 
portance of the items to the Brazilian 
economy, according to the Rio de 
Janeiro press. 

eCommodities considered of primary 
essentiality to the Brazilian economy 
are to be exempt from import duties 
or subject to tariffs up to 10 percent 
ad valorem. 

eCommodities included in the nor- 
mal range of imports and competitive 
with Brazilian industrial products are 
to be subject to rates ranging from 10 
percent to 60 percent ad valorem. 

eCommodities of limited importance 
to the Brazilian economy, as well as 
all luxury goods, will be assessed at 
rates ranging from 60 percent to 150 
percent ad valorem. 

Early action on the proposed new 
tariff has been urged in many Brazilian 
quarters, as the present tariff is con- 
sidered long to have been outdated. 
The proposed revision, however, has 
not yet been submitted to Congress 
and, as a new Admunuistration will take 
office in January 1956 and delays in 
the legislative processes are inevitable, 
the new tariff is unlikely to become 
effective in the immediate future.— 
Emb., Rio de Janeiro. 





Export Duties Revised for 
Various Products in Congo 


Belgian Congo and Ruanda-Urundi 
have increased export duties on some 
commodities and decreased them on 
others by making corresponding 
changes in the official valuations of 
the respective items, to which ad 
valorem tariff rates are applied. The 
ad valorem rates remain unchanged. 

The revisions became effective on 
August 1. 

Official tariff valuations are in- 
creased for unhusked manioc and 
roots; all forms of rice, including rice 
flour; crude peanut and palm oil; 
zinc ore; crude zinc metal; silver; 
cadmium ore; and hardwoods in round 
and squared logs. 

Valuations are decreased for all 
Kinds of coffee; tea; cottonseed oil: 
peanut and cottonseed oilcakes; cacao 
beans; cotton gin waste; and cobalt 
metal, white alloy (Cu Co).—Bulletin 
Administratif du Congo Belge, No. 32, 
August 6, 1955. 

Details of chanves on specific items 
are available from the Near Eastern 
and African Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 
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New Zealand To Cut 
Import of Vehicles 


New Zealand is to reduce licenses 
for import of passenger cars and com- 
mercial vehicles in the calendar year 
1956 by one-third, compared with 1955 
imports. 

This reduction will bring imports 
down to about 33,000 vehicles, at an 
estimated cost of NZ£15 million, com- 
pared with an estimated 50,000 vehicles 
expected to be imported in 1955 and 
actual imports of 48,000 vehicles in 
1954. ~ 

The reduction applies uniformly to 
imports from all sources, including 
the dollar area. 

New Zealand in 1954 imported about 
1,800 vehicles from the dollar area, 
including about 600 unassembled and 
232 assembled vehicles from the 
United States and 600 unassembled 
and 369 assembled vehicles from Can- 
ada. Statistics for 1955 imports will 
not be available until early in 1956. 

The reduction was said to be neces- 
sary as.a result of New Zealand’s ad- 
verse balance of payments and its 
need to conserve foreign exchange. 
In the year ended August 1955, New 
Zealand had a balance-of-payments 
deficit of NZ£32.8 million, compared 
with a surplus of NZ£14 million in the 
year ended August 1954. 





Ethiopia Customs Procedure 


Consolidated in New Law 


Existing Ethiopian customs pro- 
cedures and regulations are consol- 
idated and formalized in a new law 
proclaimed in the official Negarit 
Gazeta of March 30, 1955, published 
in August. 

No important changes in existing 
practice or requirements are involved 
in the new law, but it is expected to 
facilitate the work of customs officers. 

Subjects covered in the law include 
invoicing of goods, entry and ware- 
housing, computation and payment of 
duties, and penalties for violating cus- 
toms provisions. 

This law was inadvertently reported 
as Egyptian in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, October 24, page 8. 


ECUADOR 


Bans Additional Items 


A variety of items are prohibited im- 
port into Ecuador, effective Septem- 
ber 29, by order of the Ecuadoran 
Monetary Board. 

Included are some foodstuffs, soap 
in bars or cakes, certain kinds of 
leather, rubber soles and heels, some 
types of men’s clothing and textile 
products, iron and steel furniture, 
tile, some lamps, and various house- 
hold wares. 

U. S. sales to Ecuador in 1954 of all 
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products affected amounted to almost 
$1 million. es: 


These prohibitions, according to the 
Monetary Board, may be considered 
temporary and may be lifted if Ecu- 
dor’s current balance-of-payments 
position improves. Ecuador has a bal- 
ance-of-payments deficit so far this 
year of svproximately $6 million.— 
Emb., Quito. 

Information on specific items now 
prohibited import into Ecuador 
be obtained from the American Re- 
publics Division, Bureau of Foreign 


. Commerce. U. S. Department of Com- 


merce, Washington 25, D. C. 


EGYPT ; 


Drops Cotton-Export Guaranty | 


Procedures providing for guaranty 
payments to Egyptian exporters for 
shipments of cotton to Eastern Euro- 
pean countries have been canceled by 
the Egyptian Ministry of Finance an 
Economy. 


Eastern European countries now 
are considered to have become es- 
tablished markets for Egyptian cot- 
ton and special inducements to pri- 
vate Egyptian exporters are no 
longer considered necessary. 


FRANCE 


Suspends Chemical Duties 
Import duties are temporarily sus- 





*pended in France on the following 


chemical products, by decrees of Sep- 
tember 17 published in the Journal 
Officiel of September 18, 1955: Neu- 
tral sodium sulfite residuaries of the 
manufacture of phenol (tariff No. 
ex 432-2), and microbeal stocks in- 
tended for the manufacture of anti- 
aphthous vaccines (ex 690-3). 


NICARAGUA 


Frees Fertilizers of Duty 


Nicaragua now provides duty-free 
import for natural fertilizers of animal 
or vegetable origin not chemically 
treated; natural sodium nitrate 
(Chilean nitrate); natural phos- 
phates, ground or unground; and 
crude potash salts. 

The foregoing duty exemptions, put 
into effect by decree No. 6 of Septem- 
ber 13 retroactive to July 1, will re- 
main in effect until the National 
Council of Economy declares that local 
industry can produce economically 
and in sufficient quantities all or some 
of these fertilizers. Once such a 
declaration is published in the official 
daily the fertilizer specifically men- 
tioned therein will become subject to 
a duty of 10 percent ad valorem, c. 1. f. 
value.—Emb., Managua. 
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PERU 


Cancels Duty Increases 


The Peruvian Government because 
of the dock strike in some U. S. east- 
coast ports in September granted ex- 
emptions from some duty increases 
that were to go into effect on Octo- 
ber 1. 

The exemptions covered specified 
goods arriving in Peruvian ports and 
for which clearance was requested on 
or before October 15, provided full doc- 
umentation was supplied showing that 





the goods were ordered to arrive be-° 


fore October 1 and did not do so be- 
cause of the strike. 

The goods affected and their Peru- 
vian tariff numbers are the following: 


1532, Fabrics of artificial textile fibers, 
bleached, printed, or dyed, whatever the 
mumber of threads, weighing up to 40 grams 
& square meter. 


1532, Fabrics of artificial textile fibers, 
bleached, printed, or dyed, whatever the num- 
ber of threads, weighing more than 40 grams 
& square meter. 


1534, Fabrics of artificial textile fibers, spe- 
cial for furniture and tapestries. 


1583, Cotton fabrics, dyed, having more than 
@ threads and weighing more than 70 grams 
@ square meter. 


1588, Cotton fabrics, printed, having more 
than 40 threads and weighing more than 70 
gftams & square meter. 

The duties were exempted through 
a Supreme resolution of September 30, 
and, although the resolution did not so 
specify, were understood to apply also 
to goods delayed by floods in the 
United States if properly documented 
to show a similar unavoidable delay 
in delivery.—Emb., Lima. 


PORTUGAL 


Subjects TV Sets to License 


Installation of television receiving 
sets in Portugal is subject to license 
by Emissora Nacional, the Govern- 
ment-operated radio station, and to 
payment of a tax, by decree-law No. 
40,321, published in the Diario do 
Governo, Lisbon, of September 9. 

The rates of the tax are to be fixed 
by later orders. 

Receiving sets not conforming to 
the technical standards established 
for domestic broadcasting may not be 
installed, nor may such sets be im- 
ported into Portugal. 

The Emissora Nacional is charged 
with the enforcement of this regula- 
tion. 

Installation of a Portuguese tele- 
vision broadcasting service is stated 
to be in preparation. 








Canadian exports of wheat flour for 
the year ended July 1955 totaled 9 
million barrels of 196 pounds each, 
the Foreign Agricultural Service re- 
ports. 

This is 1.3 million barrels less than 
in 1953-54, and is the smallest an- 
nual flour export since 1939-40. 


British Economy .. . 
(Continued from Page 3) 


of oil in the United Kingdom is ex- 
pected to double within the next 5 
years. 


Employment, Productivity Rise 


The number of persons at work 
reached a peacetime peak at the end 
of July, and unemployment data 
show that only 0.9 percent of Britain’s 
labor force was unemployed. Em- 
ployment agencies reported some 473,- 
000 unfilled jobs at the end of July, 
the highest number of vacancies since 
August 1951. 

Industrial output has been rising 
in Britain in recent years, because of 
an expanding labor force and the in- 
creasing efficiency of British labor. 

Output per man-hour in the United 
Kingdom industry was some 4.5 per- 
cent higher in 1954 than in 1953. A 
comparison of 1954 with 1948 shows 
significant increases in productivity in 
chemicals, 8 percent; wood manufac- 
ture, paper, and printing, 6 percent; 
vehicles, 4.5 percent; engineering, 
Shipbuilding, and electrical goods, 4 
percent; and iron and steel, 3.5 per- 
cent. 

Output will increase further when 
many of the new factory building 
projects are completed, beginning in 
1956, and will result in shorter deliv- 
ery dates—a major problem for United 
Kingdom exporters. 


New Building Approved 


A total of 53 million square feet 
was approved for new buildings in the 
first half of 1955, compared with 41 
million in July-December 1954 and 30 
million in January-June 1954. 


Since World War II, major expan- 
sions have been made in certain in- 
dustries, principally in chemical and 
oil, vehicle, engineering, food, drink, 
and tobacco. There was noteworthy 
expansion in all manufacturing in- 
dustries in 1954 and in the first 8 
months of this year. 

Much of the building program re- 
flects a very high level of consumer 
demand in the United Kingdom re- 
sulting from almost full employment. 
However, the reimposition of certain 
controls on installment buying reduced 
the rate of increased expenditures on 
household goods. Sales in the second 
quarter of 1955 were only 4 percent 
greater than in the second quarter 
of 1954, compared with an average rise 
of approximately 17 percent for the 
9 months ended March 1955 over the 
9-month period ended March 1954. 


Consumer expenditure on food con- 
tinues to expand, and data for April- 
June 1955 indicate that food sales 
are 11 percent greater than in April- 
June 1954, mainly because of rising 
food prices. Expenditure on clothing 
rose by 2.5 percent. 


The cost-of-living index rose by 3 
points in the second quarter of this 


year, mainly because of rising foog 
prices. However, it remained yn. 
changed in July, and dropped by 1 
point in August. This is the first fay 
in this index since September 1954 
and reflects reduced average prices of 
potatoes and cooking apples which 
were offset partially by increaseg 
prices of eggs, bacon, coal, and coke, 


While living costs turned downward 
in August, prices of industrial raw 
materials increased, reflecting marked 
rises in copper and rubber prices, 
Raw-material prices rose by 7 percent 
since the beginning of the year. 


In addition to rising material costs, 
United Kingdom manufacturers also 
were confronted by growing labor 
costs. Wage increases in the first 7 
months of this year were already 20 
percent greater than the total rise 
in the whole of 1954. Moreover, labor 
claims for further substantial wage 
increases will be presented this fall, 


In August, rising prices of imports of 
basic materials, particularly of rubber 
and manufactured goods, mainly cop- 
per, offset the lower import prices of 
food and beverages. Consequently, im- 
port prices remained unchanged at the 
July level, while export prices, which 
had risen slowly until August, fell 
slightly and, as a result, the United 
Kingdom terms of trade worsened. 


The growing costs of material and 
labor are expected to result in a rising 
trend in export prices, causing con- 
siderable alarm in British official and 
business circles. Competition in over- 


sea markets is increasing rapidly, and © 


any further advance in British prices 
may seriously affect Britian’s com- 
petitive position in these markets. 





Greece’s 1955 tobacco crop is esti- 
mated at 198.4 million pounds, about 
one-third larger than the 1954 har- 
vest of 148.7 pounds, the Foreign Ag- 
ricultural Service reports. 





FCW Subscription 


Rate Up $1 
The domestic subscription 
price of Foreign Commerce 


Weekly will be increased by $1, 
effective November 1, to $4.50 
a year. 

The charge for mailing the 
magazine to foreign addresses, 
formerly $1 a year, now will be 
$1.50, bringing the total price for 
foreign subscriptions to $6 a year. 


The higher prices have become 
necessary because the average 
number of pages per issue of the 
magazine has increased. 

Single copies, however, will 
continue to be available at 10 
cents each. 

















Foreign Commerce Weekly 





OI el 


—~nrosenmeo mea ostsatudyer eter rwdom seacmsm 


ae a naagago—-s oO oO ot a —=~£,; O wm oot OD rtm ot 


~*~ — tt rh 





aad aP arn eheesr 


an oF 


iJ 
Oo 


nd 
er- 
ind 
ces 
m- 


sti- 
out 
ar- 
Ag- 




















eekly 








WORLD TRADE LEADS. 





Indian Group Plans To 
Construct Paper Mil 


“an investment of approximately 
$6,316,000 is contemplated by a group 
of Indian businessmen for the con- 
struction and operation of a paper 
and paperboard manufacturing en- 
terprise. 

The Indian businessmen wish to 
find an American partner who can 
provide technical assistance and 
know-how, and perhaps machinery 
and cavital. The planned capacity of 
the mill is 50 to 60 tons a day. 


The plant will probably be located 
in the state of Bihar since such a 
plant is on that state’s development 
plan list. Several other sites, how- 
ever, also have been explored, all of 
which are well located in relation to 
water. electric power, coal, and lum- 
ber. Final decision as to site location 
will be determined by technical en- 
gineers. 


Consumption of paper and paper- 
board is said to exceed present capac- 
ity to produce these items in India, 
and demand is expected to increase 
sharply as India develops and literacy 
becomes more widespread. Southeast 
Asia also offers a good export market 
for these products. 


Interested parties should address 
their inquiries to Mr. B. L. Sharma, 
Shree Baidyanath Ayurved Bhawan, 
Ltd., 1 Guota Lane, Calcutta, cable 
address PRANDA. It is understood 
that Mr. Sharma is prepared to come 
to the United States or to meet 
American representatives of inter- 
ested firms in India. 





New Refrigeration Equipment 
Wanted for Irish Fisheries 


An Bord Iascaigh Mhara in Dublin, 
the Government-sponsored Sea Fish- 
eries Board, invites tenders for the 
erection and supply of refrigeration 
machinery, including contact plate 
freezers, cold-storage equipment, and 
icemaking plant for new premises to 
be built at the Dun Aengus Dock, Gal- 
way, and icemaking plants for other 
sites. 

Bids—enclosed in sealed envelopes 
marked “Tenders for Refrigeration 
Equipment” and addressed to the Sec- 
retary of An Bord Iascaigh Mhara, 67 
Lower Mount Street, Dublin—will be 
received until November 30. 


A copy of the specification and 
plans is available for review on loan 
from the Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U.S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D.C. 


October 31, 1955 


Over $7 Million Worth of Installations on 
Pipelines in France Planned by NATO 


Three new projects in France, total- 
ing an estimated $7,001,430, have been 
opened to U. S. bidders under the in- 
ternational competitive bidding pro- 
cedure of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO), the Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce has reported. 

The projects involve installation of 
pipe on the following pipelines: 

At Langres-Belfort, 125 kilometers 
of 8-inch pipe; estimated installation 
cost, $2,771,430. The work is to be 
completed in the spring and summer 
of 1956. Bids will be called for on 
January 11, 1956, and close on Febru- 
ary 22. 

At Cambrai-Anvers, 52 kilometers of 
10-inch pipe; estimated installation 
cost, $800,000. The work is to be un- 
dertaken in the spring of 1956. Bids 
will be called for on January 7, and 
close on February 18. 

At Le Havre-Cambrai, 230 kilo- 
meters of 12-inch pipe; estimated in- 
stallation cost, $3,430,000. The work is 
to be done between April and Octo- 
ber 1956. Bids will be called for on 
December 14, 1955, and close on Jan- 
uary 25, 1956. 

Firms interested in the above proj- 





Elevators, Chemicals 
Needed by Greece 


The IKA-Social Insurance Institute, 
Import Supply Committee, 4 Kapodis- 
triou Street, Athens, invites bids until 
November 10 for two passenger ele- 
vators, to be installed in the new IKA 
building. 


The Agricultural Bank of Greece, 
Permanent Supplies Committee, 23 
Venizelos Street, Athens, requests 
tenders until November 18 for the 
supply of four metric tons of para- 
chlorophenoxyacetic acid; 1 metric ton 
of warfarin or coumachlore; and 5 
metric tons of pyrenone dust concen- 
trate. 


The Ministry of Finance, State Pro- 
curement Service, 56 Venizelos Street, 
Athens, invites bids until November 
21 for 40,000 kilograms white cotton 
waste and 100,000 kilograms colored 
cotton waste. 

Additional information and assist- 
ance to prospective bidders may be 
obtained from the Greek Foreign 
Trade Administration, 729 15th Street, 
NW., Washington, D. C. Copies of the 
bidding conditions and specifications 
are available for review on loan from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. 8. 
Department of Commerce, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C. Firms should specify 
items of interest. 


ects must complete a special ques- 
tionnaire for each project and apply 
by November 2 to the Ministere de 
l’Industrie et du Commerce, Service 
Special des Depots d’Hydrocarbures, 
85 boulevard du Montparnasse, Paris. 
A copy of the questionnaire, in 
French, may be obtained from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. 

A brochure describing the NATO 
international bidding procedure also 
may be obtained from the Commer- 
cial Intelligence Division, or from 
U. S. Department of Commerce Fie 
Office. 





Ceylon To Purchase 
Electrical Equipment 


The Chairman, Tender Board, Min- 
istry of Transport & Works, Colomho, 
invites bids on the following equip- 
ment: 

10,000 dozen wiring clips and 19,950 
line taps, bid deadline November 23; 

e168 tons of solid hard drawn cop- 
per wire and tape, bid deadline 
November 30; : 

e2,000 galvanized shackle brackets, 
and 151 33-kilovolt drop-out fuses, bid 
deadline December 7; 

e92 transformer panels, 10,000 house 
service meters, 175-kilowatt-hour 
meters, 500 maximum demand indica- 
tors, 2,300 galvanized stay rods, 16 
tons of stay wire, 34.3 tons of gal- 
vanized steel conductors, and 1,000 
earth pipes, bid deadline December 14. 

Copies of specifications and draw- 
ings are available for review on loan 
from the Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 


Egypt To Buy 4.5 Million 
Sheets of Duty-Stamp Paper 


The controller-General of Admin- 
istration and Stationery, Central 
Stores, Cairo, invites tenders for 4.5 
million sheets of duty-stamp paper, 
size 21.1 x 34 centimeters. Deadline for 
quotations is November 12. 

A copy of the specifications is avail- 
able for review on loan from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 
D. C., or may be purchased for $1 
through the Embassy of Egypt, Eco- 
nomic and Commercial Counsellor’s 
Office, 2310 Decatur Place NW., Wash- 
ington, D. C. 
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Greek Bank Invites U. S. Capital 


J. N. Zafirakis, Chairman of the 
Board of Directors, Bank of Crete, 
Ltd., 36-A El. Venizelou Street, Athens, 
in discussions with the U. S. Trade 
Mission to the Salonika Fair, has 
expressed an interest in attracting 
$100,000 in American private capital 
to underwrite the issuance of 24,000 
shares of stock at a par value of $5 
per share. 

The Bank of Crete, Ltd., was estab- 
lished in 1924 at Heraclion, Crete. 
Unlike most other Greek commercial 
banks which, as a rule, extend credits 
mostly to large commercial and indus- 
trial enterprises, the Bank of Crete 
deals with and assists only small and 
medium sized firms. 


As one of the 12 recognized banks 
of Greece, the Bank of Crete has ob- 
tained the necessary approval of the 
Greek Ministry of Commerce and the 
Currency Committee to transfer its 
seat to Athens, and also has obtained 
authorization to increase its pres- 
ent capital to 5 million drachmas 
(US$166,666) through the issuance of 
new stock. American capital is sought 
for this purpose. 

The bank has indicated that an 8 
to 10 percent interest annually on the 
investment capital will be paid. In 
addition, under Greek law interest 
earnings are readily transferable 
abroad, and the principal is repay- 
able after 3 years. Foreign nationals 





U. S. Licensing Arrangement 
Sought by Congo Inventor 


Mr. Francois Crabbe, B. P. 215, Leo- 
poldville, would like to locate a U. 8S. 
firm interested in manufacturing un- 
der license a plastic sealing cap, which 
he has invented, for glass beverage 
bottles. He claims for the cap advan- 
tages of cleanliness, sturdiness, and 
lower cost. 


A description of the invention and 
drawings are available for review on 
loan from the Commercial Intelligence 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U.S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 





Tobacco Monopoly Institute 
in tran Wants Isolation Cork 


The Iranian Tobacco Monopoly In- 
stitute in Tehran invites tenders until 
December 3 for hot water and steam 
pipe isolation cork, without tar, as 
follows: 500 kg. of 1” pipe; 500 kg. of 
1%” pipe; 500 kg. of 1%” pipe; 750 ke. 
of 2” pipe; 750 kg. of 2%” pipe; 1,000 
kg. of 3” pipe; and 1,000 kg. of 4” pipe. 

Specifications on these items may be 
obtained from the Iranian Embassy, 
3005 Massachusetts Avenue NW., 
Washington, D. C. 


are permitted to own up to 48 percent 
of the stock of a Greek bank. 

In exchange for investment cap- 
ital the Bank of Crete has indicated 
a willingness to permit the investor 
to appoint its own advisors to the 
board of directors, and to name a rep- 
resentative to act as comanager of the 
bank. Such comanager would be re- 
munerated as a senior official of the 
bank. 

Interested firms or individuals are 
invited to address their inquiries to 
Mr. Zafirakis. 





New Zealand To Buy 


Electric Equipment 


The State Hydro-Electric Depart- 
ment at Wellington invites tenders 
for the supply and delivery of the fol- 
lowing equipment: 

eOne 2,500-kv.-a. 11-kv. regulating 
transformer and earthing  trans- 
former, Specification No. S. H. D. 22/ 
153/221, bid deadline February 14, 
1956. 

©One 30,000-kv.-a. 66/11-kv., T.C.O.L. 
transformer bank and spare unit, 
S. H. D. 22/135/21, bid deadline Feb- 
ruary 21, 1956. 

©One 50-ton electric overhead trav- 
eling crane, S. H. D. 22/153/31, bid 
deadline February 28, 1956. 

®Twelve 3-phase, 66-kv., 1500-mv.-a. 
circuit breakers, S. H. D., 22/99/22, bid 
deadline February 28, 1956. 

eOne 10,000-kv.-a. 11/33-kv. trans- 
former bank and spare unit, S. H. D. 
21/35/95, bid deadline March 6, 1956. 

Copies of these specifications are 
available for review on loan from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C., and from the New Zealand 
Government Trade Commissioner, 
1346 Connecticut Avenue NW., Wash- 
ington 6, D. C. 





Egypt To Buy Broctdcasting 
And Telecasting Equipment 


The Director, Egyptian State Broad- 
casting, 4 Sharia Sherifein, Cario, re- 
quests quotations on the following 
projects: 


Supply and erection of a complete 
television broadcasting system in 
Cario, bid deadline November 21; 
supply and erection of a complete 50- 
kilowatt shortwave broadcasting 
transmitter and associated equipment, 
bid deadline November 22. 


Copies of specifications and bidding 
conditions are available for review on 
loan from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 





Cairo To Purchase New 
Switchgear Equipment 


The Director General, Cairo 
Electricity and Gas Administra. | 
tion, 53 July 26th Street, Cairo, 
seeks quotations on the follow- 
ing switchgear equipment: 25 
large oil circuit breakers and 
parts, 300 current transformers, 
and 300 secondary protective re- 
lays, bid deadline November 22; 
30 transformers, rated output 
500 kilovolt-amperes, and 170 
transformers, rated output 300 
kilovolt-amperes, bid deadline 
November 29. 


Copies of tender documents 
on this equipment are available 
for review on loan from the 
Commercial Intelligence Divi- 
sion, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U.S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C.,-or 
may be purchased for $6 each 
through the Embassy of Egypt, 
Economic and ‘Commercial 
Counselor’s office, 2310 Decatur 
Place NW., Washington, D. C. 











Indian Manufacturer 
Needs Machine Tools 


Automotive Products of India, Ltd, 
Allahabad Bank Bldg., Apollo Street, 
Bombay, has recently been authorized 
by the Government of India to pro- 
duce diesel engines, motor scooters, 
automobile parts—such as brake as- 
semblies and linings, clutches—and 
related items. 

The expansion of this firm into the 
field of manufacturing automotive 
parts and related products opens up 
export possibilities to U. S. manufac- 
turers of machine tools. It is estimated 
that machine tools amounting to over 
$500,000 in value are needed in the 
production of the diesel engine alone. 

Automotive Products of India would 
like to receive quotations from U. &. 
manufacturers of machine tools for 
such items as vertical and horizontal 
boring, radial drilling, spring coiling 
and rivet-making machinery. The 
quantities required and the necessary 
credit arrangements will be estab- 
lished by correspondence after the 
company has reviewed the quotations 
submitted. 





Syria Extends Bid Deadline 


The deadline for submission of bids 
on the execution of the principal 
drainage canal (B) in the Ghab region 
has been extended to November 30. 


This bid opportunity was announced 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, Septem- 
ber 5, 1955, page 10. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 


i = 











wwFriuwwerwr FF Ewe 


+tetieooevwen 


aes ew 





Ltd., 
reet, 
rized 
pro- 
ters, 


~and 


» the 
otive 
S up 
ifac- 
lated 
over 
the 
lone. 
vould 
U. 8. 
s for 
ontal 
ling 
The 
ssary 
stab- 
- the 


tions 


ne 


’ bids 
cipal 
egion 
30. 

inced 
stem- 


‘eokly 




















Brazil Establishes 
Investment Service 


The Confederacao Nacional das In- 
dustrias, Santa Luzia 735, 9th Floor, 
Rio de Janeiro, has established a new 
organization to promote and coordi- 
nate foreign investment in Brazilian 
industry. 

In addition to publishing informa- 
tion related to investments, the 
agency will receive and process re- 
quests for investment assistance from 
Brazilian industrialists and from for- 
eign investors desiring to invest in 
Brazil. 

Requests from abroad will be routed 
to the appropriate State industrial 
federations and to individual indus- 
tries. Requests from Brazilian indus- 
try for assistance from foreign in- 
vestors will be routed through the 
State federations to the new agency 
for processing and forwarding to the 
U. S. Embassy at Rio de Janeiro and 
to International House in New Or- 
leans. 

Communications with the new 
agency should be addressed to Dr. Mil- 
ton Bezzera Cabral, Secretary-Direc- 
tor of the Confederation, or to Dr. 
Augusto Vianna, President. 





Cuban Firm Offers Investors 
Market Survey Facilities 


The Bureau de Estadisticas Comer- 
ciales, S. A., a market research or- 
ganization in Havana, is prepared to 
undertake extensive market surveys 
covering the entire island of Cuba for 
American firms seeking investment 
opportunities in that country. 

The firm, which has been in business 
for 4 years, is prepared to assist the 
American investor through product re- 
search such as brand usage (consumer 
opinion surveys, blind testing), adver- 
tising research (advertising penetra- 
tion, comparative tests), and media 
research (radio audience and TV 
audience measurement). 

Interested firms contemplating in- 
vestment in Cuba are invited to ad- 
dress their inquiries to Mr. Rodolfo 
Fernandez, Director, Bureau of Estadi- 
sticas Comerciales, S. A., Eda Building, 
O Street, No. 216 Vedado, Havana. 





New Zealand in Market for 
4 Heavy-Duty Transporters 


The Stores Officer, New Zealand 
Forest Service, P. O. Box 1028, Welling- 
ton, invites tenders until November 24 
for the supply of four heavy-duty 
transporters. 

A copy of the specifications and 
drawing is available for review on 
loan from the Commercial Intelligence 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U.S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 


October 31, 1955 





Pakistan Invites Bids 
For Freight Cars 


The Joint Director of Procure- 
ment and Development, Railway 
Division, Ministry of Communi- 
cation, in Karachi, calls for bids 
on the supply of 70 broad gage 
(5° 6”) low-sided open freight 
cars OM type and 161 broad gage 
high-sided open cars O type. 

Bids bearing the superinscrip- 
tion “Tender for B. G. ‘OM’ and 
‘O’ type wagons” should reach 
the Joint Director at Room 302, 
2d Floor, Multi-storied Building, 
Kings Way, Karachi, by Decem- 
ber 6. 

A copy of bidding documents 
is available for review on loan 
from the Commercial Intelligence 
Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 











Saudi Arabia Invites Bids 
On Railway Construction 


The Ministry of Finance and Na- 
tional Economy (Communications Af- 
fairs), Jiddah, invites tenders until 
December 15 for the construction of 
the Riyadh-Medina-Jiddah Railroad 
with its four branch lines and all 
related works. 

Copies of the specifications, draw- 
ings, and bidding conditions may be 
obtained from the Saudi Arabian 
Embassy, 2800 C Woodland Drive NW., 
Washington, D. C., for $168 a set. 

Each bidder shall submit with his 
tender a guaranty of 2 percent of 
the total tender value and a state- 
ment of the following: Name of 
individual or company, nationality, 
legal place of residence or head of- 
fice, field of work practiced, railroad 
projects previously undertaken, and 
countries in which such projects have 
been executed. 





Damodar Valley Corporation 
Invites Bids on Equipment 


The Deputy Chief Electrical Engi- 
neer, Engineering and Research, 
Damodar Valley Corporation, Anderson 
House, Alipore, Calcutta 27, will accept 
bids until November 21 for the supply 
and erection of control panels, relays, 
and metering equipment for power 
supply to eastern railways, Specifica- 
tion No. ED.718-3. 

In addition, tenders are invited 
until November 28 for one 80-ton in- 
door electric overhead traveling crane 
for Howrah Center, Specification No. 
ED.762-1. 


Copies of specifications may be ob- 
tained on loan from the Commercial 


Belgian Firm Seeks 
U. S. Technical Aid 


The Belgian firm of S. A. Imperia 
of Nessonvauz-lex-Liege, manufac- 


turer of machine tools, and importer > 


of cars, trucks, motorcycles, and spare 
parts for assembly in Belgium, is seek- 
ing U. S. technical assistance, know- 
how, patents, and processes, to ex- 
pand its markets and develop new 
products. 


The firm, established in 1910, is re- 
ported to enjoy a good commercial 
and financial reputation. The man- 
agement is said to be progressive, and 
to have declared itself open to an as- 
sociation with a U. S. firm on any 
basis where marketing facilities are a 
part of the arrangement. 


Imperia, S. A. has 542 employees at 
present, and additional labor is re- 
ported to be available within the area. 
The firm has 30 representatives in 
foreign countries. 


* A descriptive brochure on the his- 
tory and operations of the firm, in- 
cluding pictures of the plant layout, 
etc., is available for review on loan 
from the Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. A World Trade Di- 
rectory Report may also be obtained 
by qualified U. S. firms from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C., for $1. 





Guatemala in Market To Buy 
Water Pipe and Fittings 


The Departamento de Bienes Na- 
cionales y Licitaciones, 14 Calle, No. 
3-60, Zone 1, Guatemala City, will 
accept offers until November 14 from 
firms of established reputation with 
representatives or agents in Guate- 
mala for the-supply of 44,000 meters of 
cast-iron water pipe, from 2%-inch 
diameter and over; 97,700 meters of 
galvanized steel water pipe, from %- 
inch to 6-inch diameter; and various 
fittings. 


A bond of one-half of 1 percent of 
the value of the bid is required from 
bidders, and the successful bidder 
must post a bond of 15 percent. 


A copy of the specifications, in 
Spanish, is available for review on 
loan from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, .U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 





Intelligence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., or 
may be purchased from the Damodar 
Valley Corporation at $2.10 a set. 
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Ceylon Invites Bids 
For Water Tubes 


The Chairman, Tender Board, Min- 
istry of Finance, P. O. Box 500, Colom- 
bo, invites tenders until November 29 
for the following: 

@100,000 feet of water tubes, mallea- 
ble iron, galvanized, butt welded, 
screwed and coupled in 15-foot to 
20-foot lengths, British Standard 
Specification No. 1387, Class “B” of 
1947, as follows: 20,000 feet at 1%” i. d.; 
30,000 feet at 34” i. d.; 30,000 feet at 
1” i. d.; and 20,000 feet at 14%” i. d. 

©68,000 feet of water tubes mallea- 
ble iron lapwelded, screwed and 
coupled in 15-to 20-foot lengths, as 
follows: 30,000 feet 1%” i. d.; 20,000 
feet, 2” i. d.; 2,000 feet 2%” i. d.; 10,500 
feet, 3” i. d.; and 5,500 feet 4” i. d. 

A copy of the tender notice and 
specifications is available for review 
on loan from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 





Greece Wants Batteries and 
Cigarette Paper Booklets 


The Ministry of Finance, State Pro- 
curement Service, 56 East Venizelou 
Street, Athens, invites bids for 350 
storage batteries, and materials for the 
manufacture of batteries, bid dead- 
line November 23; and 25 million cig- 
arette paper booklets of 50 leaves 
each, bid deadline November 24. 

A copy of the bidding conditicns and 
specifications is available for review 
on loan from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25. D. C. Addi- 
tional assistance and information may 
be obtained by prospective bidders 
from the Greek Foreign Trade Ad- 
ministration, 729 15th Street NW., 
Washington, D. C. 





Bids Invited on Universal 
Testing Equipment for India 


The India Supply Mission invites 
tenders for the supply of one set of 
universal testing equipment, bids to 
feach the Director General, Supplies 
and Disposals, Shahjehan Road, New 
Delhi, before November 22. 

Tender documents may be purchased 
from the India Supply Mission, 2536 
Massachusetts Avenue NW., Washing- 
ton, D. C., at $3 a set. 





U. S. exports of unmanufactured to- 
bacco for the January-July 1955 pe- 
riod totaled 209.8 million pounds—an 
increase of approximately 15 per cent 
over exports of 183 million pounds 
shipped abroad in the same period 
last year, the Foreign Agricultural 
Service reports. 
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NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 











The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed in- 
terest in establishing new business 
connections in the United States. 
While every effort is made to include 
only firms or individuals of good re- 
pute, the Department of Commerce 
cannot assume responsibility for any 
transactions undertaken with these 
firms. 


World Trade Directory reports on 
the listed firms are available to quali- 
fied U. S. firms from BFC’s Commer- 
cial Intelligence Division, or through 
the U. S. Department of Commerce 
Field Offices (listed on™p. 2), for $1 
each. However, the usual precautions 
should be taken; all transactions are 
subject to prevailing laws and regula- 
tions in this country and abroad. 

Supplementary information, in the 
form of literature, catalogs, photo- 
graphs, price lists, or samples, is avail- 
able when indicated by symbol (°*). 
Firms domiciled in the United States 
may obtain this material on loan from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. 8S. 
Department of Commerce, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C. 


LICENSING OPPORTUNITIES 


Forest Products: 

Germany—Furnier- und Sperrholz- 
werk, J. F. Werz Jr. K. G. (manufac- 
turer of molded products made of a 
special type of chip board), Obersten- 
feld, Kreis Ludwigsburg, is interested 
in entering into licensing arrange- 
ments with U. S. firms for the produc- 
tion in the United States of its molded 
products. 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Alcoholic Beverages: 

France—Pivert Freres & Cie (whole- 
salers and exporters), 40 Cours 
Journu-Auber, Bordeaux, Gironde, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent large quantities of good current 
quality classified and vintage Bor- 
deaux red and white wines in 75-centi- 
liter glass bottles; also in casks. The 
firm has sales agents covering part 
of the United States and wishes to 
hear from -potential selling agents to 
cover the following states: Alabama, 
Arizona, Arkansas, California, Missis- 
sippi, Missouri, Georgia, Idaho, In- 
diana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Maine, 
Michigan, Minnesota, Montana, Ne- 
braska, Oklahoma, Vermont, Washing- 
ton, Wisconsin, and Wyoming. 

Italy — La Commerciale Italiana 
S.r.1. (importer, sales agent, and po- 
tential exporter), 2/6 Piazza Corvetto, 
Genoa, wishes to export direct or 








— 


through agent semisweet Arquebuse— 
49.5% alcoholic content—Italian }j. 
queur Armise in bottles. containing 7% 
centiliters or 0.7925 fluid quart. ; 

Building Materials: 

Spain —Francisco Revilla Cuevas 
(manufacturer, wholesaler, and ex- 
porter), Hernan Cortes 61-primero, 
Santander, wishes to export direct or 
through agent wooden doors and win- 
dows made from Spanish pine. Cor- 
respondence in Spanish preferred. 

Chemicals: 

Belgium—J. Schobbens & Co. (Suce. 
Emile Elsen) (export merchant), 22 
Canal au Sucre, Antwerp, wishes to 
export direct or through agent chemi- 
cals, especially coal-tar products. 

Cutlery: 

Germany—Julius Bahrl, Jr. (manu- 
facturer and exporter), 4 Waardt, So- 
lingen-Merscheid, wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent camping and 
floating fish knives with cork handles 
and sheaths, as well as Bowie hunting 
sheath knives. Photograph available.* 

Foodstuffs: 

French West Africa—Societe Indus- 
trielle des Produits Africains (8.1 
P. A.) (manufacturer), 3 rue de Tolbiac, 
Dakar, wishes to export direct 10 to 
20 tons monthly of chocolate peanut 
butter. Information regarding details 
may be obtained from the firm’s law- 
yers: Mock & Blum, 10 East 40th St. 
New York 16, N. Y. 

Fruits: 

Italy—Dott. Roberto Risso (pro- 
ducer, packer, and exporter), Via Boc- 
caccio 34, Milan, wishes to export direct 
or through agent 450 tons annually of 
wild double-cleaned Italian fresh- 
frozen raspberries, strawberries, and 
blueberries. 

Forest Products: 


Germany—Furnier- und Sperrholz- 
werk, J. F. Werz Jr. K. G. (manufac- 
turer and exporter), Oberstenfeld, 
Kreis Ludwigsburg, wishes to export 
direct plywood with or without veneer, 
for radio, television, and music cabi- 
nets; and approximately 7,000 per 
month of molded parts—made of a 
special type of chip board—such as 
furniture parts and radio cabinets. 

Hardware: 

Sweden—Rasmusson & Hallgren (ex- 
port merchant), 3 Stallmastaregatan, 
Goteborg N, desires to export direct 
high-quality black japanned wrought- 
steel shelf brackets of Swedish manu- 
facture in the following sizes: 3” x 4”, 
e277, 280, 2... © 3a 
= 10°,.10° = 13°, and 12” x if. 

Ink: 

Germany — Julius Tueckmantel & 
Soehne (wholesaler and exporter of 
office supplies and equipment) Am 
Neumarkt, Solingen, wishes to export 
direct or through agent steel ink for 
use on metal, glass, porcelain, and 
polished articles. Sample available.* 
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Instruments: 

Germany—Julius Bahrl, Jr., (manu- 
facturer and exporter), 4 Waardt, So- 
lingen-Merscheid, wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent hand-forged 
steel mirror-nickel-plated nail nippers. 
Photograph available.* 

Kitchen Utensils: 

Italy—Buratti & Croci (manufac- 
turer and exporter of aluminum 
household articles and toys), Via Al- 
taguardia, 8, Milan, desires to export 
direct 10,000 kilograms monthly of 
99% pure aluminum kitchen utensils. 
Photographs, price list, and descrip- 
tion available.* 

Plumbing Supplies: 

Denmark—H. E. Nielsen (wholesaler 
and commission and export mer- 
chant), 88 Tranegaardsvej, Copen- 
hagen, wishes to export direct 5,000 
high-quality chromium plated flexi- 
ble tubes, shower heads, and nozzles 
for use in bathrooms and kitchens. 
Samples and price information avail- 
able.* 

Stoves and Heaters: 

Italy—Electa, s.p.a. (manufacturer 
and exporter), Via della Pergola, 4, 
Lecco (Como), wishes to export direct 
or through agent very good quality 
gas, coal, and wood stoves and heat- 
ers. Catalog and price list available.* 

Reproduction of Painting: 

Denmark—International Publishing 
House (export merchant, broker, and 
wholesaler), 9 Eckersberggade 9, Aar- 


. hus, wishes to export high-quality 


lithographic work on heavy paper in 
color reproductions of the Danish 
Artist Knud Edsberg’s painting. Size 
of reproduction: 35” x 31”. Sample 
and price information available.* 

Textile Designs: 

Italy—Margot Schwarz (textile de- 
signer), Viale Coni Zugna, 14, Milan, 
wishes to export direct designs for all 
types of textiles. 

Tire Valves: 

Italy — Officine Meccaniche Vasco 
Donatini (manufacturer and _ ex- 
porter), Via Begnis, 4, Ponte S. Pietro 
(Bergamo), wishes to export direct 
or through agent very good quality 
valves and other parts for automo- 
bile, motorcycle, and bicycle inner 
tubes. 

Tobacco: 

Cyprus —Famagusta Co-operative 
Carob Marketing Union, Ltd. (ex- 
porter), Boghaz, Famagusta, wishes 
to export direct 200 to 300 English 
tons of yellow leaf and fumigated to- 
bacco. Specifications: Tongas (loose 
leaf) A.B. C. grades packed separately 
30%, 40%, 30%, respectively, in con- 
Signment; American grade: all 3 
grades packed in one; Latakia: one 
grade. Seasonable crop now being 
cured (estimated 500 to 600 tons) and 
oo be ready for delivery from January 

Wiping Waste 

Netherlands—N. V. v/h Fa. W. H. 


October 31, 1955 





Belgian Official To 
Visit United States 


Mr. R. Bertieaux, member of 
the board of Compagnie Finan- 
ciere Africaine, Brussels, Bel- 
gium, a subsidiary company of 
Brufina, arrived in New York 
City on October 29, for a visit 
of one month. 


Mr. Bertieaux is in the United 
States to meet with executives 
of medium-sized companies en- 
gaged in light industrial produc- 
tion. In an effort to expand and 
encourage this type of industry 
in the Belgian Congo, Mr. Ber- 
tieaux would like to discuss pos- 
sible investment opportunities 
with interested U. S. companies. 

The Belgian visitor’s itinerary 
is as follows: New York through 
November 3; Washington, D. C., 
November 4-9; Knoxville, No- 
vember 10-14; Memphis and St. 
Louis, November 15-17; Chicago, 
November 21-28; and return to 
New York for November 29-30. 

U. S. firms or individuals wish- 
ing to meet with Mr. Bertieaux 
are invited to address their re- 
quests to Baron Dhanis, Belgian 
Embassy, 1780 Massachusetts 
Avenue NW., Washington, D. C. 











Cohen (manufacturer and exporter), 
Postbox 8, Oldenzaal, wishes to export 
direct or through agent various grades 
of white and colored cleaning cotton 
waste and cotton wiping rags. 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Chemicals: 


Italy—Fratelli Nulli & Co., S.p.A. 
(manufacturer), Via Lambruschini 36, 
Milan, wishes to purchase direct in- 
vertase—a product to convert saccha- 
rose into levulose and dextrose. 

Spain—R. Andres G. Fabia (commer- 
cial agent), Goya 5, Madrid, wishes to 
purchase direct, from U. S. producers, 
technical tallow. 

Union of South Africa—Kallir & Co. 
(manufacturer of pharmaceutical and 
chemical products), Durban Rd., P. O. 
Box 46, Wynberg and P. O. Box 1715, 
Cape Town, wishes to purchase direct 
osvidin tablets — standardized bone- 
meal, trace minerals, and Vitamin D. 

Curios and Novelties: 

Sweden —Rasmusson & Hallgren 
(importer, exporter, wholesaler), 3 
Stallmastaregatan, Goteborg N, wishes 
to purchase direct all kinds of orna- 
mental goods, such as gift articles and 
decorator’s items. 

Electrical Appliances: 

New Zealand—A. A. Guthrie, Ltd. 
(importing distributor), 16 The Ter- 
race, Wellington, wishes to purchase 





»French preferred. 


direct high-quality electric shavers, 
and electric blankets and pads. ; 

Electrical Supplies: ‘ 

Italy—Soc. Figli Di E. Cavalli (im- 
porter of nickel, sulfate, and nickel 
anodes, and other products for gal- 
vanization; exporter of galvanized and 
varnished cold rolled iron ribbon; gal- 
vanizing industry), Via Col di Lana 
14, Milan, wishes to purchase direct 
nickel anodes. 

Foodstuffs: 


Algeria—Societe Generale Des Bois- 
sons (manufacturer and distributor of 
fruit juices and mineral waters), 39 
rue Michelet, Algiers, wishes to pur- 
chase direct pineapple juice, degree 
of acidity 11.4%, less than 20% pulp, 
no SO., and no antiseptics, packed in 
large containers. Correspondence in 


Hides and Skins: 

Spain—R. Andres G. Fabia (com- 
mercial agent), Goya 5, Madrid, wishes 
to purchase direct raw hides from U. 8. 
suppliers. 

Leather: 


Union of South Africa—W. J. V. 
Cowles, A. B. S. IL. (S. A.) (indent 
agent, shoe manufacturer’s represent- 
ative), 8 Lower Burg St., Cape Town, 
wishes to purchase direct and obtain 
agency for upper leathers and acces- 
sories, including side leathers, orna- 
ments, linings, plastics, and fabrics. 

Machinery: 


India—Ramson & Co. (importing dis- 
tributor), E3 Clive Bldgs., Clive St., 
Calcutta, wishes to purchase direct 
machinery for the manufacture of 
hardboard. Firm wishes descriptive 
catalogs with specifications and price 
information. 

Paper Products: 

France—Les Papiers Peints Du Lit- 
toral, SARL (wholesaler of wall paper 
and related products), 7 Ave. du 
Marechal Foch, Nice, wishes to pur- 
chase direct and obtain agency for 
wall paper and related products from 
U. S. manufacturers. 

Scientific Equipment and Instru- 
ments: 

New Zealand—A. A. Guthrie, Ltd. 
(importing distributor), 16 The Ter- 
race, Wellington, wishes to purchase 
direct medium- and high-quality 
ultraviolet and infrared equipment for 
clinical and industrial use; all types 
of thermometers, barometers, ane- 
roids, and associated instruments for 
domestic and scientific use; and in- 
expensive microscopes—student type. 

Stationery Supplies: 


Italy—Francesco Dossena (importer, 
wholesaler, exporter, commission 
merchant), Via Alessandro Pesto- 
lazzo 6, Milan, wishes to purchase 
direct and obtain agency for sta- 
tionery, fountain. pens, and refills. 

Textiles: 

Hong Kong—The Victory Trading 
Co. (importer, wholesaler, commis- 
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Panamanian Official To 
Visit United States 


Mr. Roeglio Arosemena, promi- 
nent Panamian businessman and 
member of the board of directors 
of the Panama City Chamber of 
Commerce, arrived in the United 
States on October 15, via Miami, 
for a visit of 2 to 3 months. 

Mr. Arosemena is on an official 
mission, on behalf of Panama’s 
National Economic Council, for 
the purpose of making studies 
as to methods of planting and 
harvesting corn, as well as mod- 
ern systems for storing the grain. 

Mr. Arosemena’s address while 
in the United States will be c/o 
Dr, Roeglio Arosemena, Jr., 117 
12th Avenue NW., Rochester, 
Minn. 











sion merchant), Union Bldg., P.O. Box 
429, Hong Kong, wishes to purchase 
direct silk, rayon, and spun yarn fab- 
rics for making women’s dresses and 
swim trunks, in plain, weave, print, 
crepe, chiffon, and velvet. Widths de- 
sired, 41”-42” for dresses, 54”-56” for 
swim trunks. Weight, dependent upon 
quality, usually 6 oz. per sq. yd. 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Clothing: 

Kuwait—Abdulla & Abdul Aziz Salai- 
man Alkadhi (importer, exporter, 
wholesaler, commission agent), Mer- 
chant’s Market, Kuwait Town, wishes 
to obtain agency for haberdashery. 

Electrical Appliances and Supplies: 

Italy—Italotrans, s. r. 1. (importing 
distributor), Galleria Buenos Aires 14, 
Milan, wishes to obtain agency for 
electrical household appliances, and 
fluorescent lamps. 

Kuwait—Abdulla & Abdul Aziz Salai- 
man Alkadhi (importer, exporter, 
wholesaler, commission merchant), 
Merchant’s Market, Kuwait Town, 
wishes to act as agent and distributor 
for electric equipment and appliances. 

Electronic Machines: 

Italy—Fratelli Scarpellini (dealer 
and grower of seeds, bulbs, and 
plants), Via Provinciale 9, Alzano 
Lombardo (Bergamo), seeks agency 
for electronic selecting machine for 
vegetable and flower seeds. 

Fabrics: , 

Sweden—E. E. Hellqvist AB (manu- 
facturer’s agent), 26 Norra Smedjega- 
tan, Stockholm C, seeks agency for 
elastic fabrics. 

Foodstuffs: 

Italy —1. B. M. (commission mer- 
chant, broker), Via Lomellina 42, Mi- 
lan, wishes to obtain agency for milk 
and egg powder. 

Kuwait—Abdulla & Abdul Aziz Salai- 
man Alkadhi (importer, exporter, 
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wholesaler, commission merchant), 
Merchant’s Market, Kuwait Town, 
wishes to act as agent and distributor 
for flour. 

Gift Items: 

Canada—Toronto Export & Import 
Co., R. C. Pratt, Proprietor (manu- 
facturer’s agent, importing distribu- 
tor), Room 34, 18 Toronto St., Toron- 
to, Ontario, seeks agency for gift items. 

Hardware: 

Canada—Toronto Export & Import 
Co., R. C. Pratt, Proprietor (manufac- 
turer’s agent, importing distributor), 
Room 34, 18 Toronto St., Toronto, 
Ontario, seeks agency for hardware. 

Household Appliances: 

Union of South Africa — Hubert 
Davies & Co., Ltd. (mechanical, civil, 
and electrical engineering concern), 
Hudaco House, 7 Rissik St., Johannes- 
burg, wishes to obtain exclusive dis- 
tributorship of liquefied petroleum 
gas appliances, including gas ranges 
of a luxury type, heavy and medium 
duty industrial and commercial ranges 
and equipment, combination coffee 
and water urns, and water heaters. 

Insulation Materials: 

Italy—-C. I. M.—Costruzione Isolanti 
Micaniti (importer of shellac, mica; 
manufacturer of micanite products), 
Via S. Bernardino 119, Bergamo, seeks 
agency for micanite, and all types of 
other insulating materials. 

Jewelry: 

Ireland—Carme!l Press, Ltd. (retailer 
of stationery, printing, and office req- 
uisites), 19 Rutland Place, Cavenish 
Row, Dublin, wishes to obtain agency 
for popular-priced costume jewelry. 

Machinery: 

Ireland—Belton Bros. (printing ma- 
chinery engineers; sales, spare parts, 
service), 19-20 Little Denmark St., 
Dublin, seeks agency for machinery 
for the printing, bookbinding, and al- 
lied trades. 

Metals: 

Italy—I. B. M. (commission mer- 
chant, broker), Via Lomellina 42, Mi- 
lan seeks agency for ferrous and non- 
ferrous metals, and metal scrap. 

Office Equipment: 

Ireland—Carme!] Press, Ltd. (print- 
ers and bookbinders), 19 Rutland 
Place, Cavenish Row, Dublin, wishes 


to obtain agency for typewriters and 


accounting machines. 

Pharmaceuticals: 

Italy—Fabbrica Italiana Specialita’ 
Medicinali FISM, di P. Pasotti (manu- 
facturer, exporter of medicinal spe- 
cialties), Via G. Bellezza 15, Milan, 
wishes to represent a U. S. manufac- 
turer of pharmaceuticals of recent re- 
search. 

Radios and Parts: 

Kuwait—Abdulla & Abdul Aziz Salai- 
man Alkadhi (importer, exporter, 
wholesaler, commission merchant), 
Merchant’s Market, Kuwait Town, 


seeks agency for radios and spare 
parts. 

Rubber and Rubber Goods: 

Kuwait—Abdulla & Abdul Aziz Salaj. 
man Alkadhi (importer, exporter, 
wholesaler, commission merchant), 
Merchant’s Market, Kuwait To 
wishes to act as agent and distributor 
for tires, tubes, and spare parts. 

Stationer’s Supplies: 

Ireland—Carmel Press, Ltd. (print- 
ers and bookbinders), 19 Rutland 
Place, Cavendish Row, Dublin, wishes 
to obtain agency for stationer’s 
plies, such as pens (ball point, etc.), 
adhesive tapes, advertising novelties 
and tapes, and dayglow inks. 

Textiles: 

Kuwait—Abdulla & Abdul Aziz Salaij- 
man Alkadhi (importer, exporter, 
wholesaler, commission merchant), 
Merchant’s Market, Kuwait Town, 
seeks agency for textiles. 

Toilet Goods: 

Italy—I. B. M. (commission mer- 
chant, broker), Via Lomellina 42, Mi- 
lan, seeks agency for cosmetics. 

Italy—tItalotrans, s.r.l. (importing 
distributor), Galleria Buenos Aires 14, 
Milan, wishes to obtain agency for 
electric razors. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Australia—T. J. Connelly, represent- 
ing Martin & Co. Surgical Pty., Ltd. 
(importer, wholesaler, retailer, ex- 
porter, commission merchant), 382- 
382a Pacific Highway, Crows Nest, 
Sydney, N. S. W., is interested in con- 
tacting manufacturers of drugs and 
surgical and manicure specialties. 


Scheduled to arrive in November, 
via New York, for a visit of 6 weeks. 
U. S. address: c/o Australian Trade 
Commissioner, 636 Fifth Ave., New 
York, N. Y. Itinerary: New York, San 
Francisco, and Washington. 

Australia—Robert E. F. Gumley, rep- 
resenting Stokoe Motors Pty., Ltd. (im- 
porter, wholesaler), 265-273 Exhibition 
St., Melbourne, Victoria, is interested 
in obtaining exclusive agencies for 
import of refrigerators, washing ma- 
chines, television sets, motor mow- 
ers, automobile spare parts, and air- 
conditioning units, and technical in- 
formation on production methods 
used in the manufacture of these 
items. 

Scheduled to arrive in November, 
via Detroit, for a visit of 40 days. 
U. 8. address: c/o Fenchurch Export 
Corp., 67 Broad St., New York 4, N. Y. 
Itinerary: Detroit, Toledo, Milwaukee, 
and New York. 

Australia—Percy R. Perrett, repre- 
senting Warren & Strang (Australia) 
Ltd., Perry House, Elizabeth St., Bris- 
bane, Queensland, is interested in tex- 
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tiles and floor coverings. Scheduled 
to arrive in November, via New York, 
for a visit of 1 month. U. S. address: 
Seventh Ave. and 59th St., New York, 
N. Y. Itinerary: New York, Washing- 
ton, Chicago, Los Angeles, and San 
Francisco. 

England—Herbert H. Assuschkewitz, 
and Oscar Mason, representing Oscar 
Mason & Co., Solicitors, Cliffords Inn, 
Fleet St., London, E. C. 4, are inter- 
ested in inspecting high-class quick 
service restaurants and catering es- 
tablishments. Firm is contemplating 
a catering establishment, and con- 
struction and installation will be com- 
pleted within 6 months. 

Scheduled to arrive November 5, via 
New York, for a visit of 2 weeks. U.S. 
address: c/o C. D. Reed & Co., 72- 
112th St., Forest Hills, L. 1., N. Y. Itin- 
erary: New York. 


World Trade Directory Report be- 
ing prepared. 

Germany—Bethold Finkelstein, rep- 
resenting Interlloyd, Internationaler 
Reise-und Handelsdienst (travel 
bureau), 99 Sternenburgstrasse, Bonn, 
is interested in visiting travel bureaus 
to discuss possibilities of arranging 
European trips for U. S. visitors, and 
in obtaining information as to the 
possibility of representing U. S. firms 
in the Federal Republic. 

Was scheduled to arrive October 29, 
via New York, for a visit of 2 months. 
U. S. address: c/o Dr. Bruns, 211 Good- 
rich Ave., Syracuse 10, N. Y. Itinerary: 
New York, and other large cities of 
the United States. 

Germany—Max Kamp, representing 
Stahigesellschaft Hugo Baach & Co. 
(manufacturer and exporter of tools), 
151 Luettringhauserstrasse, Rems- 
cheid-Lennep, is interested in visiting 
importers and dealers in tools, and 
obtaining information as to sales pos- 
sibilities in the United States. Sched- 
uled to arrive November 3, via New 
York, for a visit of 2 months. U. 8S. 
address: c/o Eugene Fleischer, 11 
Park Place, New York, N. Y. Itinerary: 
New York, Washington, Birmingham, 
New Orleans, and Dallas. 

Israel—Shabtai Vardi and Dov Mili- 
kovsky, representing Nivneh Housing 
Co., Ltd.. 3 Yosef Eliahu St., Tel 
Aviv, are interested in contacting U. S. 
manufacturers of asphalt tile ma- 
chinery and building materials, and 
obtaining production methods. 

Scheduled to arrive in November 
1955, via Detroit, Mich., for a visit 
of 3 to 4 months. U. S. addresses: 
Shabtai Vardi, c/o Fred Ernst, 2429 
E. 18th St., Brooklyn, N. Y.; D. Mili- 
kovsky, c/o Mrs. Rita Malachov, 1483 
St. John’s Place, Brooklyn, N. Y. Itin- 
erary: Detroit, Seattle, Los Angeles, 
and New York. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 
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NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision has published the following 
new trade lists of which mimeo- 
graphed copies may be obtained 
by firms domiciled in the United 
States from this Division and from 
Department of Commerce Field Of- 
fices. The price is $1 a list for 
each country. 


Most of these lists are prefaced 
by a brief review of basic trade and 
industry data collected in the 
course of compiling each list. Brief 
extracts from these data follow 
each title for which such data are 
available. 

Chemical Importers and Dealers— 
Luxembourg.—Luxembourg’s require- 
ments of phenyl alcohol, tar acids, 
sodium sulfite, carbon dioxide, and 
basic slag fertilizer are satisfied 
largely by the local chemical industry. 
The local industry also produces acids 
other than tar acids but not in suf- 
ficient quantities to satisfy local re- 
quirements entirely. Raw materials 
for the local chemical industry as well 
as finished chemical products are im- 
ported almost exclusively from the 
Federal Republic of Germany and 
Belgium. 

With the exception of acids and a 
few other products, for which an 
average import duty of about 10 per- 
cent is levied, most chemical products 
may be imported into Luxembourg 
duty free. A 2 percent tax is levied 
on all goods brought into the country. 
Import licenses are required in only a 
few cases. 

Dry Goods and Clothing Importers 
and Dealers—Iraq.—Iraq imports an- 
nually substantial quantities of dry 
goods and clothing, mostly from 
Japan, the United States, and the 
United Kingdom. Imports for con- 
sumption in 1954 amounted to 12 mil- 
lion Iraqi dinars (1 Iraqi dinar= 
US$2.80). Imports of dry goods and 
clothing from hard-currency coun- 
tries require licenses, granted only to 
established importers of such items. 

Woolen, cotton, and rayon textiles 
are manufactured in Iraq. The cot- 





Saudi Arabia To Sell 
Two Damaged Ships 


The General Administrative 
Office, Ministry of Finance and 
National Economy, Jidda, offers 
for sale the ship “Asia”, dam- 
aged by burning, and a sub- 
merged ship. 

Tenders, accompanied by a 
bank guaranty of £1.000 (US$2,- 
800), should reach the Ministry 
of Finance on or before Decem- 
ber 1, 1955. 
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ton-textile industry consists of one 
major firm which supplies about one- 
third of Iraq’s total requirements. A 
new government plant under con- 
struction is expected to produce an- 
other third of the country’s require- 
ments. 

The woolen textile industry consists 
of 2 large and 1 small firm whose 
total production was about 1.2 million 
yards in 1953. Irani woolen cloth 
does not compete with hicher grade 
materials from the United Kingdom. | 
The rayon weaving industry includes 
eicht factories producing about 10 
million square meters annually, or 
one-fifth of the requirements. Two 
recently established factories produce 
men’s low-priced cotton and woolen 
coats and trousers. + 

Flour Mills—Chile——Flour mills in 
Chile at present number 2.742, of 
which only 223 are commercial mills 
that produce about 90 percent of the 
country’s total needs. Chile imports 
about 250,000 metric tons of wheat and 
5,000 metric tons of flour annually. 

Furniture Importers and Dealers— 
Mexico.—The Mexican furniture man- 
ufacturing industry has expanded con- 
siderably in recent years. Imports of 
all types of furniture including metal 
office furniture and safes in the cal- 
endar year 1954 amounted to the 
equivalent of about $250,000 which is 
approximately 24 percent of the value 
of 1951 imports and only 13 percent of 
the value of 1946 furniture imports. 
Wooden furniture imports have de- 
clined more than metal furniture im- 
ports. 

Approximately 75 percent of all fur- 
niture imports in the calendar year 
1954 originated in the United States. 
Mexico in 1954 exported metal furni- 
ture valued at approximately $75,000, 
most of which was sold to Central 
American countries. U.S. imports of 
Mexican manufactured metal furni- 
ture in that period amounted to ap- 
proximately 18 percent of the total 
Mexican metal furniture exports. 

Exports of wooden furniture in 1954 
amounted to approximately $250,000 
of which 94 percent was exported to 
the United States. A large percentage 
of Mexican furniture exports to the 
United States consists of the informal 
wood and woven fiber design popular 
with American tourists. Furniture im- 
ports are subiect to import license and 
duties ranging as high as the equiva- 
lent of US$0.80 ner kiloeram plus ad 
valorem duties of 100 percent. 

Machinery Importers and Distribu- 
tors—Peru.—Demand for all kinds of 
machinery, principally for the agri- 
cultural, mining (including petro- 
leum), roadbuildinge. construction, 
and manufacturing industries, con- 
tinued to grow in the years 1953 and 
1954 in line with the execution of a 
number of projects throughout the 
country, establishment of new indus- 
tries, and expansion of existing ones. 
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Industrial machinery for small-scale 
operations is usually the only kind of 
industrial machinery in demand. 

Combined imports into Peru in 1954 
of electrical and nonelectrical ma- 
chinery totaled 1,155 million soles 
(19.69 soles—US$1 in 1954; 19.20 soles 
=US$1, current rate).. The United 
States continued to rank first, sup- 
plying 65 percent of total machinery 
imports, followed by Great Britian, 
Germany, and Switzerland, together 
supplying 20 percent, and other coun- 
tries, 15 percent. There were no ex- 
ports or reexports from Peru. 

Import licenses are not required in 
Peru—except for  automobiles—and 
foreign exchange is readily available 
at slightly fluctuating free-market 
rates. All imports from Iron Curtain 
countries, with the exception of 
Czechoslovakia, are prohibited. Com- 
mercial exports on the other hand, 
are subject to license and with few 
exceptions, to the payment of various 
export taxes. Easy payment terms 
generally are demanded and for rep- 
utable concerns are justified in view 
of the current, easy foreign-exchange 
situation. 

Machinery Importers and Distribu- 
tors—Uruguay.—The sale of machin- 
ery in Uruguay is dependent almost 
entirely on imports. The only kinds 
of machinery manufactured are some 
types of lathes, files, saws, agricultural 
implements, electric motors, and farm 
equipment, and these only irregularly 
and to a limited extent. Industry is 
engaged principally in the manufac- 
ture of parts and accessories. 

Prior to World War II, Europe was 
Uruguay’s traditional supplier of ma- 
chinery, but during the war the clos- 
ing of this market forced Uruguay to 
turn to the United States. Recently 
and to a certain extent the trade has 
Swung back to traditional suppliers. 
Uruguay is not an exporter of ma- 
chinery. 

Imports into Uruguay are subject to 
license granted by the Export-Import 
Control Office authorities, exchange 
quotas being allotted in accordance 
with exchange available and the ac- 
tual need for the merchandise in ques- 
tion. The Export-Import Control Of- 
fice authorities are now granting 
greater freedom of action to importers 
by allowing them to use any import 
permit granted for a particular 
country for the import of merchandise 
from any other country except the 
Soviet bloc and Sweden. 


Medicinal and Toilet -Preparation 
Importers and Dealers—Colombia.— 
Colombia produces about 70 percent 
of its total yearly consumption of 
medicinal and toilet preparations. 
Marketing of these commodities in 
Colombia is made through exclusive 
distributors, direct importers, and 
drug stores. Imports into Colombia of 
medicinal and toilet preparations in 





Egypt Seeks Bids on 
Printing Equipment 


The Survey Department, Or- 
man, Giza, invites tenders until 
November 12 for one graining 
machine, two flatbed offset 
printing presses, and one all- 
metal strong hand-baling press 
for waste paper. 

A copy of the bidding speci- 
fications and conditions is avail- 
able for review on loan from 
the Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., 
or may be purchased for $2.50 
from the Embassy of Egypt, 2310 
Decatur Place NW., Washing- 
ton, D. C. 











1954 amounted to 34,431,461 pesos 
(2.50 pesos=US$1). Of this total, 
18,441,211 pesos’ worth was imported 
from the United States and the rest 
from Switzerland, France, Mexico, 
Germany, United Kingdom, Ecuador, 
Italy, Panama, Spain, Canada, Argen- 
tina, Brazil,.and other countries. 

Medicinal and toilet preparations 
are not exported or reexported. Im- 
port licenses are granted promptly 
and without restriction for the major- 
ity of medicinal preparations, and the 
license entitles the importer to the 
necessary foreign exchange. For per- 
fumes and toilet preparations, how- 
ever, foreign exchange must be 
purchased at the free market rate. 

Medicinal and Toilet Preparation 
Importers and Dealers—Ecuador.—Al- 
though Ecuador imports the major 
portion of.its medicinal and toilet pre- 
paration requirements, it supports also 
a small but expanding domestic pro- 
duction in this field, comprising phar- 
maceutical specialties, biologicals, 
antibiotics, veterinary supplies, co- 
lognes and perfumes, soap, cosmetics, 
and toilet preparations. 

Imports into Ecuador of medicinal 
and toilet preparations in 1954 totaled 
US$4,097,524. The United States pro- 
vided $2,297,278 of this total, with 
Panama, Germany, Belgium, England, 
and other countries supplying com- 
paratively minor amounts. Exports of 
pharmaceutical specialties, chiéfly to 
neighboring Colombia and 11 other 
Latin American countries, amounted 
to US$1,042,435 in 1954. 


Metalworking Plants and Shops— 
Israel. 

Oil (Animal, Fish, and Vegetable) 
Importers, Dealers, Producers, Refin- 
ers, and Exporters—Japan.—Japan, a 
narrow and mountainous country hav- 
ing only a limited amount of land 
available for grazing, produces a negli- 
gible quantity of animal oils and facts. 





Production of plants yielding vegetg- 
ble oil is not sufficient to meet domes. 
tic requirements. Japan has to depend 
upon foreign sources for almost 109 
percent of the animal oils and fats, 

Vegetable oils from seeds and plants 
grown are sufficient to take care of 
only 50 percent of domestic needs, 
Japan has extensive facilities for ex- 
tracting and refining vegetable oils 
from vegetable seeds. With imported 
plants and seeds, sufficient finished 
vegetable oils are produced to take 
care of domestic demand and some ex- 
port. Japan does not import finished 
vegetable oils (except for tung, palm, 
cottonseed, linseed, and corn oils). 

Japan produces large quantities of 
various fish oils (including whale oil), 
of which roughly 80 percent is ex- 
ported. Import of oils and fats is 
subject to allocation of foreign ex- 
change. 


Paper and Stationery Importers and 
Dealers—New Zealand.—Local produc- 
tion of paper products in New Zealand 
is expected to increase when the re- 
cently established mills reach full pro- 
duction, and as a result the market for 
imported paper products will progres- 
sively. diminish. Imports of certain 
types of writing paper and other spe- 
cialized products will continue, how- 
ever, because the size of the market 
does not warrant local production. 


Principal sources of supply for most 
types of paper not produced in New 
Zealand are the United Kingdom and 
Scandinavia. Canada has been the 
principal source of supply for news- 
print for a number of years. Many 
U. S. products compare in price and 
quality with those of other supplying 
countries, but imports have been cur- 
tailed from the United States because 
supplies are available in the sterling 
area, and dollar exchange is limited. 


Dollar imports are most likely to 
be considered for writing paper and 
newsprint, but U. S. products have a 
higher landed price than the corre- 
sponding Canadian items because of 
the preferential tariff. Canadian im- 
ports enjoy a minimum 10 percent 
preferential margin in these two cate- 
gories. 

Other items such as school supplies 
are almost without exception available 
from the sterling area or produced 
locally, and prospects of American 
participation in this market are not 
favorable. The average bank buying 
and seliing rates of exchange for the 
calendar year 1954 were 1NZ£—US$2.- 
8070 and US$2.7726, respectively. 

Provision Importers and Dealers— 
Guatemala.—Guatemala, which pro- 
duces no powdered milk, significant 
canned goods, or vegetable shortening, 
grows some wheat, and imports more, 
so that 48 percent of its wheat flour 
was estimated as locally milled in 
1953. Much of its hog lard is imported. 
It is self-sufficient in garden products, 


(Continued on Page 20) 
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United States Imports of Raw Furs 
Advance 30 Percent 


Business and Defense Services Administration 


Morton J. Schwartz 


U. S. Department of Commerce 


U. S. imports of raw furs in the first half of 1955 were valued at 
$47.1 million, 30 percent higher than in the like period of 1954, and 
at an annual rate greater than in the 3 years 1952-54. 

The increase was attributable to the general rise in the fur price level, 
to the demand for higher quality furs which has been increasing over 


several years, and to a greater volume 
of furs traded. Details of the import 
trade are shown in accompanying 
table 1. 

Mink, which is of the greatest im- 
portance in imports, accounting for 37 
percent of the value of all raw fur 
imports in the first 6 months of 1955, 
showed a larger gain in dollar value 
—31 percent—than in quantity—22 
percent. This indicates an increase 
in mink prices generally in the first 





In developing this survey of U.S. for- 
eign trade in raw furs, Mr. Schwartz, 
who is Deputy Director of BDSA’s 
Leather, Shoes, and Allied Products 
Division, has drawn largely upon basic 
data tabulated by the Bureau of the 
Census, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce. All figures are preliminary. 





half of 1955, compared with the first 
half of 1954, and a marked tendency 
for U. S. importers to stress top- 
quality pelts. 

Persian lamb and caracul, the sec- 
ond most important import category, 
accounting for 23 percent of the value 
of all raw-fur imports in the first 6 
months of 1955, showed a 12-percent 
increase in quantity and a 15-percent 
increase in value. 

Coney and rabbit imports in the 
first half of 1955 were almost 2% 
times the quantity taken in the cor- 
responding period of 1954, and showed 
a greater increase in value. On the 
other hand, squirrel imports dropped 
11 percent in quantity but increased 
12 percent in value, indicating a sharp 
price rise. 

Imports of persian lamb and cara- 
cul from Afghanistan showed a 44- 
percent quantity increase but only a 
28-percent increase in value, indica- 
tive of a price decline; on the other 
hand, imports from Iran recorded a 
72-percent quantity increase and a 
92-percent gain in value, as shown in 
table 2. Both the Union of South Af- 
rica and the U. S. S. R. showed large 
quantity declines but smaller value 
decreases,, Mink imports increased 
from all important supplying coun- 
tries except Canada, and in each in- 
stance the value increased more than 
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the quantity. This was especially true 
for Japan, the number imported in-'‘ 
creasing 28 percent but the value 112 
percent. 


Squirrel Imports From Sweden Up 


In squirrel imports, Sweden showed 
the sharpest change, recording a 135- 
percent rise in quantity and 172-per- 
cent in value; however, the value of 
U. S. imports from Sweden in the first 
half of 1955 were less than 10 percent 
of those from the U.S.S.R. Although 
imports from the U. S. S. R. declined 
by 17 percent in quantity, they in- 
creased 9 percent in value. Imports 
from Finland were down 42 percent in 
quantity and 36 percent in value. 

Contradictory changes took place in 
rabbit imports. Though imports from 
France showed a quantity gain of 267 
percent, the value increase was small- 
er—227 percent; however, imports 
from Spain recorded a quantity rise of 
719 percent and an even stronger 
value jump—816 percent. Accentuat- 
ing this latter trend was the situation 


Table 1.—U. S. Foreign Trade in Furs, Undressed 1 


with regard to New Zealand; quantity 
increased 179 percent and value, 352 
percent. 

The quantity-price trend apparent 
in imports also prevailed in exports. 
Thus, exports of raw furs in the pe- 
riod January-June 1955 were only 7 
percent above the corresponding pe- 
riod of 1954 in quantity but increased 
54 percent in value. 

Mink, accounting for 44 percent of 
the value of all raw-fur exports in the 
first half of 1955 showed a quantity 
rise of 15 percent but a value gain of 
58 percent. A relatively minor fur 
export—sheep and goat—increased 
901 percent in quantity and 1,442 per- 
cent in value. Exports of northern 
muskrat, off 18 percent quantitatively, 
increased 28 percent in value. Raccoon 
exports were up only 1 percent nu- 
merically but 46 percent in value. 


Mink Exports to U. K. Increase 


Mink exports to the United King- 
dom, the primary market, increased 
by 5 percent, while the value jumped 
42 percent, as shown in table 3. On 
the other hand, exports to Canada 
showed no quantity change, but the 
value increased 37 percent. Canada be- 
came the chief market for raccoon in 
the first half of 1955, showing a quan- 
tity gain of 140 percent and a value 


{In thousands] 








Jan.-June 1955 Jan.-June 1954 
Type No. of pelts $ value No. of pelts $ value 
Imports 

DOE cine cncttnoes barehnn lel 55,445 47,136 27,569 36,162 
DE «uc Saha uhte beams tees 2,260 80 ,079 
Coney and rabbit ............ 44,080 4,880 17,834 1,824 
ee” LG eae ear 1,469 10,996 1,305 9,601 
DEE. ce cabana tews ahs eo as 511 1,096 605 1,099 
BRE SCE Tae 92 1,906 141 2,585 
oss. 0st achaewhaheeuce cokes 1,386 17,511 1,140 13,397 
| RS) eee 1 1,059 290 260 
PGE: .c.aceutoeksSenceedoee 4,139 3,072 4,636 2,752 
EOD. 4c} sien eda hae cole ka cabal 2,753 4,356 1,538 3,565 

Exports 

WR. 6a sience cakbnn dine seinteus 5,822 16,369 5,450 10,651 
Northern muskrat ............ 2,124 3 2,593 2,649 
Southern muskrat ............ 174 853 790 810 
Re ere 611 1,113 603 
DEE” cde Seba RU kev esbedenes 275 7,256 239 4,606 
Sheep and goat ...........e6- 172 9 17 
GD. nnth db64 oped ds cons couk 1,866 3 1,208 1,793 

Reexports 

WE o ccades chbusbestetdetesaa 1,785 9,397 1,617 6,121 
Dn Keadoes ota 60000 a0ecébiewn 39 766 49 
Rabbit and hare ..........+... 223 67 265 
, . 2y..s cba e cawbeen wawene 113 88 340 167 
i... eS ee ee 1,083 6,986 162 4,108 
Sheep and goat ............. 57 69 6 ll 
SOD 10.5. 00 seemassedinevechink te 270 1,421 195 1,053 


1 Only traded furs with minimum total valuation of the following amounts in the first 6 


months of 1955 are shown separately: 
exports, $50 thousand. 
2 Includes caracul. 


Imports, $1 million; exports, 


,» and re- 














increase of 246 percent. West Ger- 
many, on the other hand, recorded a 
quantity rise of 137 percent and a 
value gain of only 43 percent. Ship- 
ments to the United Kingdom showed 
declines of 41 percent and 42 percent, 
respectively, in quantity and value. 

West Germany was an important 
new market for exports of northern 
muskrat, the quantity up 421 percent 
and the value, 770 percent. Canada 
and the United Kingdom recorded 
smaller receipts, the former by 4 per- 
cent and the latter, 49 percent. How- 
ever, Canada showed a value gain of 
62 percent and the United Kingdom 
was off 27 percent. 


The nature of raw-fur reexports 


followed closely the trend in exports: 
Quantity was up 10 percent and value, 
54 percent. The fur showing the 
greatest increase was sheep and lamb, 
up 850 percent numerically and 527 
percent dollarwise. However, the item 
of major significance in reexports was 
persian lamb and caracul. This fur 
also showed important gains—42 per- 
cent in quantity and 70 percent in 
value. 

A different situation prevailed in 
mink, rabbit and hare, and sauirrel, 
all showing quantity losses—20 per- 
cent, 16 percent, and 67 percent, re- 
spectively. However, both mink and 
rabbit and hare showed value gains, 
the former by 5 percent and the latter 


Table 2.—U. S. Imports of Principal Furs, Undressed, 
From Chief Supplying Countries 


{In thousands] 


Jan.-June 19551 


Jan.-June 1954 





Type No. of pelts 
i Se. oo lddas ts §sccses 1,469 
i . -« ccndubbe cesedené 1,096 
mmtoes OFC BD. ALTICR .cccccovces 253 
Uv. 8s. 8 SURES S 00 Ems bers dune 64 
Dhh piswat Gnede 60e8ersecetioce 55 
Dt Ganeds ¢handhietdbeeeeess 1 
CEE W 2 cis hibcpe cet adseed veces 1,226 
i. danoctek nvenes +eeibes 222 
<n dwon ceGeeanetews sees 2A2 
Dt iis abana setae eades ees 195 
EE. hdbWobacelcotcesties 187 
tt». éeeogthenes ene cece 70 
Dt cCiecdi eeeedeoseetenocess 417 
PETS 1b 6. 005b0 de vectbes whsoece 23 
DE cidistned<eeeccccecveece 4.139 
Se ey eee 2,721 
Dt tins accnbeurvpenceaswes 492 
Dt ites + edeneocesedasats 402 
DMN Eh cnbiicivn dimes cecenednhbes 514 
Coney and rabbit .............. 44,080 
United Kingdom ............+- 678 
Dc inncg teonesecges odode 2.204 
ees See 22.966 
EE «ccdbapatsVebdecodces 8.523 
Pt ) Ghticeddbecesc éddwbcosawds 4741 
Dt she « titiman mes 00 Gebnewe 2,254 
Pe SNE cccesccdccccescecs #95 
E. Uext obeadetenddsstaede cd 1,989 





$ value No. of pelts $ value 
10.996 1,395 9,691 
8,851 759 6,945 
1,270 375 1,790 
5°5 134 717 
227 32 118 
13 5 31 
17.511 1,140 13,3297 
6.557 380 7.094 
3,848 154 2,088 
1591 #4 R74 
2.748 145 1,858 
1,034 60 7°5 
1,4°8 325 679 
295 12 159 
3,072 4.626 2,752 
2,273 3,291 2,186 
226 209 83 
193 878 32 
280 298 181 
4,880 17,834 1,824 
148 1,613 171 
256 3.994 362 
2,473 6,254 756 
1,087 5,572 432 
293 579 32 
169 -= == 
131 224 29 
223 498 42 


1 Individual countries may be slichtly understated in the data for the first 6 months of 1955 
because of possible inclusion of imports in the “other” category in month-to-month tabulations. 


2 Includes caracul. 


Table 3.—U. S. Exports and Reexports of Principal Furs, 
Undressed, to Chief Markets Abroad 








{In thousands] 7 
Jan.-June 1955 Jan.-June 1954 
Type No. of pelts $ value No. of pelts $ value 
Exports 

Northern muskrat ..........+++- 2,124 3.385 2,593 * 2,649 
Dt <cstvamiasedcevecnee ss 1,298 2,355 1,352 1,454 
United Kingdom ............. 523 704 1,020 961 
West GEFMARY ..cccccccccsece 177 174 34 20 
J oa 126 152 187 214 

Dh: .ttveedbedsnbooshéensees 611 1,113 603 760 
DT sh onstheseseedecece oes 194 712 81 206 
United Kingdom ............. 121 147 205 254 
Wess GOTMIARG .cccccccccceses 199 150 84 105 
? des odelBodrcectdnsescce 97 104 233 195 

iM £6} 6s etadedeVececeqcevvcett 275 7,256 229 4,606 
TRE St Ne eee 70 1,676 70 1,296 
United Kingdom ............. 108 3.017 103 2,126 
DE gescctdshodedsccvadesecee 2,563 66 1,254 

Reexports 

DRS covcccccecesicosis 1 083 6,986 762 4,108 
Dh pctqind bes ecndentehhkt 442 3,772 408 2,591 
United Kingdom ............. 127 €87 65 312 
dudes ecwectéoqses 163 726 104 268 
West Germany ...........+++- 131 707 70 342 
PE ekbotbvekbacesccevscosece 200 1,094 115 595 

DL .608 Dh thias ben cvervcebiueds 39 766 49 726 
ES EE in att ccs p dewouten ss 19 304 22 163 
United Kingdom ...........+. 5 150 7 159 
Dideétas ndMindébecbeers dere 8 198 6 125 
I i b24 ddised p 0066 c0ee obt cee 7 114 14 279 
1 Includes caracul. 
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by 20 percent; but squirrel showed a 
sharp value decline of 47 percent. 


Persian Lamb Reexports Gain 


Reexports of persian lamb and cara. 
cul recorded gains to all major mar. 
kets, the largest increase being to the 
United Kingdom, up 95 percent in 
auantity and 120 percent in value, 
This was followed closely by West Ger. 
many with an increase of 87 percent 
numerically and 107 percent valuewise, 
Reexports to the Netherlands showed 
less of a gain numerically, 57 percent, 
but a greater rise in value, 171 percent, 

Mink reexports were down quantita- 
tively to all major markets ex 
Italy, which showed a rise of 33 per. 
cent plus a value increase of 58 per- 
cent. Although reexports to the United 
Kingdom were off 14 percent in num- 
bers, they increased 87 percent in 
value. 


World Trade ... 
(Continued from Page 18) 


fruits, meat, and normally in corm 
and beans. About 90 percent of the 
wholesale and 65 percent of the retail 
trade is estimated to be in Guatemala 
City. 

Tropical foodstuffs and fruits, espe- 
cially coffee and bananas, are Guate- 
mala’s principal national exports, and 
are marketed chiefly in the United 
States. Import licenses are not re- 
quired for manufactured food prod- 
ucts. Flour, however, has been subject 
to a wide variety of reculatine meas- 
ures over the years, and now its entry 
is embargoed except for orders placed 
— that regulation became effec- 

ve. 

Import of beer reauires special per- 
mission. Tariffs and other protective 
measures are normally in force on 
crops such as wheat, corn, beans, and 
rice, but shortages in 1955 caused tem- 
porary easing on the last three crops. 
Pure food and plant quarantine re- 
quirements must be met on pertinent 
commodities. 

Provision Importers and Dealers— 
Israel.—The bulk of foodstuffs, gro- 
ceries, and provisions—including 
canned goods—produced in Israel is 
for domestic consumption, although 
some quantities are sold overseas. 
About 60 percent of total food require- 
ments are met by local production, 
but a substantial part of the raw ma- 
terials for processing must be pur- 
chased abroad. The most important 
items imported are bread grains, su- 
gar, oilseeds, fish, meat, and vegetable 
fats, which represent about 80 percent 
of Israel’s food import requirements. 

Foodstuffs, provisions, and groceries 
not available locally are purchased 
from a large number of countries, 





with the United States, Turkey, 
France, other Western European 
countries, Poland, Eritrea, Canada, 


and the Scandinavian countries lead- 
(Continued on Page 25) 
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Philippine Telephone Co. 18-Knot Requirement for U. S. | 
Cargo Ships Based on Experience 


The 18-knot service speed required by the U. S. Federal Maritime 
Board for all new dry-cargo vessels of 9,000 deadweight tons and over to 
be eligible for Government subsidy is based upon studies of trade-route 
needs, competitive conditions, and operational experience within the 
American Merchant Marine, Clarence G. Morse, Chairman of the Board 


Seeks Exim Bank Loan 


The Philippine Long Distance Tele- 
phone Company is seeking a $5.5 mil- 
lion loan from the Export-Import Bank 
to help finance its overall acceleration 
construction program, to cost $6,875,- 
000. The loan would be payable in 8 
years and carry 5 percent interest. 


Although PLDT has steadily reha- 
bilitated and expanded its facilities 
since the war, progress has been slow 
because finances from operating funds 
and local borrowing have not produced 
adequate funds even to reduce the 
constant backlog of about 16,000 un- 
filled orders for telephone service. The 
company attempted to obtain addi- 
tional funds from the local security 
market, but recent sales of stocks and 
bonds have been slow. 


The dollar loan would enable PLDT 
to reduce conversion costs, facilitate 
the construction program, and bring 
the telephone service up to date in 2% 
years, and thus eliminate much of the 
criticism of the company. 

The company estimates it would be 
able to reduce the number of unfilled 
orders to 7,000 by 1957 and to liquidate 
the backlog in 1958—Emb., Manila. 





Greek Shipowners Order 3 
Vessels in Netherlands 


Greek shipowners have placed an 
order with N. V. C. van der Giessen 
& Zonen’s Scheepswerven of Krimpen- 
on-the-Yssel, near Rotterdam, Nether- 
lands, for the construction of thrtée 
dry-cargo vessels. 

The ships, which will have a carry- 
ing capacity of 12,000 tons with open 
shelter deck and of 14,000 tons with 
closed shelter deck, are practically of 
the same type as the 18 motor vessels 
ordered from Netherlands yards by 
a Panamanian shipping company con- 
trolled by Greek interests. 


The three ships were ordered by 
the Greek owners on behalf of their 
Liberian subsidiary, the Liberian 
Maritime Corporation, established at 
Monrovia, Liberia. 


The first ship of the new order will 
be completed by the end of 1957, and 
the other two vessels will be delivered 
in 1958. 





Canada’s 1955 durum wheat crop is 
tentatively estimated at 17.2 million 
bushels, compared with 6.6 million in 
1954, the Foreign Agricultural Serv- 
ice reports. 


The larger outturn is due to greatly 
increased yields, with acreage some- 
what smaller than in 1954. 
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and Maritime Administrator of the 
U. S. Department of Commerce, said 
in answering queries relative to the 
Board’s policy in setting this speed. 

Mr. Morse said that in the new ship 
design program and 18-knot policy, 
full consideration had been given to 
defense requirements to the extent 
that such factors do not detract from 
the commercial utility and suitability 
of the ships. 


Basic Ship Designs Approved 


The American Merchant Marine of 
the future must be an improvement 
upon the merchant marine of the past, 
Mr. Morse said. He noted that the 
signing of longer term contracts for 
Government aid, such as the Moore 
McCormack 20-year agreement (For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, Oct. 24, 1955, 
p. 21) made it incumbent upon the 
Maritime Administration to insist that 
new ships be built with cargo and 
speed capabilities sufficient to meet 
the growing trade and commerce de- 
mands of the United States. 

The Federal Maritime Board, beside 
setting the requirement for speed at 
18 knots, also has approved basic de- 
signs for four cargo vessels and has 
ordered the Office of Ship Construc- 
tion and Repair to develop contract 
plans and specifications for these 
ships. 

With these ships, Mr. Morse said, we 
can begin to apply the genius of mass 
production—that one strictly Ameri- 
can ingredient—to our ship-produc- 
tion effort to meet the competition of 
lower wage European shipbuilders. 

The four new ship-design types ap- 
proved by the Federal Maritime Board 
are: 

The Island type, (design Cl-M- 
RM17a) cargo ship; 350’ BP; 21’-0” 
draft; approximately 5,000 tons dead- 
weight; 14-16 knots speed; intended 
for replacement of the C1l-M-AVI1’s. 

The Freedom, (design C2-S-RM15b) 
cargo ship; 417° BP; 26-6” draft; 
approximately 8,500 tons deadweight; 
16-18 knots speed; intended for re- 
placement of C1B’s. 

The Clipper, (design C3-S-RM18a) 
cargo ship; 460’ BP: 28’-0” draft; ap- 
proximately 10,800 tons deadweight; 
18 knots speed; intended for replace- 
ment of C2’s. 

The Seafarer, (design C4-S-RM19a) 
cargo ship; 494’ BP: 29’-9” draft; ap- 
proximately 13,500 tons deadweight; 


wee 





18 knots speed; intended for replace- 
ment of C3’s and C4’s. 

The Maritime Administration will 
collaborate with prospective purchas- 
ers of ship-replacement tonnage and 
provide consultation on technical as- 
pects and modifications of any of the 
four basic designs to. suit the special 
service requirements of individual op- 
erators. 

Modification may be made of such 
factors as refrigerated cargo capacity, 
cargo oil capacity, manning scales 
and crew accommodations, cargo han- 
dling gear, cargo dehumidification, air 
conditioning, and miscellaneous equip- 
ment and outfit. . 


Type Vessels Advantageous 

It is hoped that the use of “type 
vessels” in multiple units will bring 
the following advantages to the Amer- 
ican Merchant Marine: 

eRepeat orders from shipyards that 
will lower the overall first cost of 
vessel replacement. 

eA large engineering effort that 
can be economically devoted to per- 
fection of the best possible design; and 
operating economies flowing from hull 
form and propeller research, or model 
tests; machinery design; cargo han- 


(Continued on Page 25) 


New Railway Bridge To Be 
Built Across Brahmaputra 


Indian railroad authorities propose 
to construct a railroad bridge across 
the Brahmaputra River in Assam at 
an estimated cost of 50 million rupees, 
the Indian press reported on October 
7. (1 rupee=approximately 21 U. 8S. 
cents at current rate of exchange.) 

The bridge site has not been se- 
lected, but it is reported that Joghi- 
gopa in the Goalpara district is being 
investigated. Construction is expected 
to begin in 1958. 

The Indian railroad authorities re- 
portedly also are to construct a 
double-track railroad line between 
Katihar and Barsoi in the Purnea dis- 
trict of Bihar to facilitate freight 
traffic between Calcutta and places in 
North Bengal, Bihar, and Assam. 

The line is estimated to cost 10 
million rupees. If traffic warrants, 
the line may be extended to Siliguri in 
North Bengal. 
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New Airport Agency in Colombia 


The Colombian Government in 1954 
authorized the establishment of the 
Empresa Colombiana de Aerodromos 
(Colombian Airports Corporation) to 
administer all civil airports and avia- 
tion communications systems owned 
by the Government. 

The Corporation, headed by the 
Minister of Public Works, is charged 
with construction, organization, op- 
eration, administration and mainte- 
nance of all airport facilities. It will 
also supervise the construction of 
Bogota’s new international airport. 


By the end of 1954, no appointments 
of the Corporation’s board of directors 
and general manager had been an- 
nounced. 


Contracts were awarded in 1954 for 
construction of airports at Barran- 
cabermeja and Tunja; extension of 
the runway and rechanneling of the 
river at Paipa; extension of the run- 
way near Quibdo, the capital of Choco; 
and extension of the runway at Leti- 
cia. Plans and specifications for the 
construction of airports at San Andres 
and Providencia were completed. Im- 
provements of the apron surface at 
the Bucaramanga airport and reloca- 
tion of the highway cutting a part of 
the airport at Popayan were com- 
pleted by the end of the year. Surveys 
were made of several locations for 
the proposed international airport for 
Cali, but no contracts were awarded 
for clearing the land. 


Government Purchases Airports 


The Government last year also 
purchased most of the airports and 
aviation communications system 
owned by Avianca, a Colombian air 
carrier. Forty-one airports and land- 
ing strips were included in the pur- 
chase agreement, which cost 12.5 mil- 
lion pesos. The Avianca-owned Cali 
International Airport was not in- 
cluded in the purchase, as the Gov- 
ernment plans to construct a new in- 





Power Facilities Expanded 
At South Rhodesian Plant 


The second 30,000-kilowatt steam 
turbogenerator has been put into 
operation at the municipal power 
— at Bulawayo, Southern Rho- 
esia. 


This brings the total capacity of 
the station to 110,000 kilowatts, 30,000 
kilowatts of which are held as reserve. 


Bulawayo’s present maximum load is 
60,000 kilowatts. 


The power station now represents 
an expenditure of £5 million. When 
the third and last 30,000-kilowatt 
steam turbogenerator is installed in 
1957 the station will be complete and 
represent a capital outlay of £6 
million. 


ternational airport in the Cali area. 


Avianca celebrated its 35th anni- 
versary of operations in 1954. In that 
year it carried 836,816 passengers, as 
against 648,462 in 1953, an increase 
of 29 percent. Cargo increased from 
58.4 million ton-kilometers in 1953 to 
69.5 million in 1954, or nearly 19 per- 
cent. 

Avianca’s capital stock was in- 
creased from 9,870,000 pesos to 15,- 
000,000 pesos in March 1954. The ad- 
ditional capital enabled the airline 
to purchase four Super-Constella- 
tions, three of which were received 
and assigned to international flights. 

By the end of 1954, Avianca had 74 
aircraft in operation, 17 of which 
were small planes used for domestic 
taxi service. 


Inter-American Routes 
Planned for Tourists 


Much of the discussion at the 
Fourth Regional Inter-American Con- 
gress on Tourism of the Gulf and 
Caribbean areas held in Mexico City 
on September 4 to 10 centered around 
the development of new “circle 
routes,” which are believed will be- 


come prime attractions for travelers 
in the Western Heimsphere. 


One route would include Mexico, 
U. 8. Gulf States, Cuba, and the Yuca- 
tan Peninsula, the over-water part of 
the trip to be made by ferry. 

The other route would be longer— 
from the United States and Cuba 
through the West’ Indies, Venezuela, 
Colombia, and Central America. 


Some sections of the Inter-Ameri- 
can Highway still are unopened but 
ultimate completion of the highway 
from the United States to the Panama 
Canal Zone will make this long route 
feasible in large part. 


Among recommendations considered 
by the Congress was one for the estab- 
lishment of preflight inspection pro- 
cedures to expedite movement of air- 
plane passengers through Govern- 
ment inspections, facilitation of flights 
by private aircraft, and relaxation of 
frontier formalities. 

Delegates to the Congress were 
present from Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Cuba, Dominican Republic, El Salva- 
dor, Gautemala, Haiti, Honduras, 
Mexico, Nicaragua, and Panama. The 
United States was represented by an 
observer. 

The next session of the Congress 
will be held in Guatemala in 1957.— 
Emb., Mexico. 








Irish Tourist Trade 


Increases in 1955 


Efforts of the Northern Ireland 
Tourist Board to publicize the attrac. 
tions of Northern Ireland have proved 
successful this year. 


An increase over 1954 in number of 
American transients calling at the 
American consul general’s office were 
noted every month, and the Tourist 
Board states that visitors of nationali- 
ties not often represented in the past 
were in the country this year. 

The Tourist Board believes that an- 
nual revenue from tourism generally 
runs between £6 million, or US$16 mil- 
lion and £10 million, US$28 million, 
and that it may well exceed the higher 
figure this year. 


Northern Ireland unfortunately con- 
tinues to lose an indeterminate num- 
ber of tourists in the peak of the sea- 
son because of insufficient hotel and 
shipping accommodations. Whereas in 
most months cross-channel ships have 
many vacant cabins, in July and Au- 
gust passengers are sometimes left 
on the docks because of the shortage 
of accommodations. 


This problem, of course, is alleviated 
to some extent by air travel, as the 
scheduling of flights from Great Brit- 
ain is relatively flexible. . 


The Tourist Board hopes to persuade 
shipping companies to speed up the 
turnaround of their ships in the peak 
tourist season so that some of the sail- 
ings will be by daylight and thereby 
increase their carrying capacity— 
Cons. Gen., Belfast. 





New Air Service Connects 
West African Colonies 


West African Airways Corporation 
(WAAC) on October 2 introduced four 
weekly flights connecting the four 
British West African colonies and 
nearby areas. 


Service will be operated between 
Lagos, Nigeria, and Dakar, French 
West Africa. Stops on the route are 
Accra, Gold Coast; Abidjan, Ivory 
Coast; Roberts Field, near Monrovia, 
Liberia; Freetown, Sierra Leone; and 
Bathurst, Gambia. 


The 4-engined de Havilland Heron 
has been selected as the most suitable 
aircraft for this route. It carries 14 
passengers in addition to freight. 

In announcing this service, WAAC 
expressed the hope that it “will fulfill 
a long required need and will assist 
and develop trade and personal com- 
munication throughout the territories” 
and anticipated that should air serv- 
ice become popular “the time will 
shortly arrive when a larger and faster 
aircraft will be required.” 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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Belgian Road Program 


Cut, Costs Increased 


The Belgian highway program un- 
derwent a large cut in the reorgan- 
ization of the 10-year plan in 1954 
and is lagging farther behind than 
any other project under the plan. 

Total mileage to be constructed 
through 1959 is cut to 1,629 kilo- 
meters, whereas the original plan pro- 
vided for 9,100 kilometers of main 
highways and 3,135 kilometers of 
feeder lines, at an average cost of 
750,000 francs per kilometer (1 kilo- 
meter—0.62137 mile). 

The 1,629 kilometers, however, will 
be better adapted to heavy traffic 
than the highways originally planned 
would have been, as the average cost 
per kilometer is brought up to ap- 
proximately 2 million francs, or US 
$40,000. 

In addition to the program for road 
construction before 1960, the roads 
between Boma and Aketi and between 
Mambasa and Mungbere, a total of 
392 kilometers, are to be put in condi- 
tion to take heavy traffic, although 
they will not be hard-topped. 


The program is part of an overall 
project involving the construction of 
trunk highways from Matadi to Buk- 
avu, from Elisabethville to Goma, and 
from Bukavu to Stanleyville. Most of 
the preliminary studies for execu- 
tion of the complete program are now 
under way, and work on the highways 
will continue beyond 1960, the finan- 
cial situation of the colony permit- 
ting. 

A road-improvement program, in- 
volving an expenditure of approxi- 
mately 3 billion francs, or $60 million, 
also is under way. This program, not 
taken into account in the first draft 
of the plan, includes principally the 
construction of bridges and acquisi- 
tion of road maintenance equipment. 





Union-Castle, Clan Line 
Companies Propose Merger 


Shares of the Union-Castle Steam- 
ship and Clan Line Companies are to 
be exchanged for shares of a holding 
company if shareholders agree. Con- 
trol of the combined undertaking will 
rest with the present shareholders 
of the Clan Line. 

Officials of the Union-Castle and 
Clan Lines emphasize that the two 
groups would continue to operate as 
entirely separate entities within their 
individual organizations. The two 
concerns, however, could help each 
other in many ways, such as in ex- 
change of tonnage. 


Union-Castle operates 27 passenger 
and cargo vessels, aggregating 414,- 
000 gross tons, and through its King 
Line, Bullard King, and company 
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subsidiaries controls another 15 ships. 
It has on order a new 28,000-ton mail 
steamship for South African service. 

Clan Line and its subsidiaries own 
57 vessels, predominantly cargo or 
cargo-passenger ships, totaling 428,- 
000 gross tons, and has commitments 
for a further 6 vessels aggregating 
50,000 tons. 





Air Service To Port 
Said Reestablished 


Misrair, an Egyptian airline, on 
September 17 reestablished scheduled 
freight and passenger air service to 
Port Said. 


There had been no scheduled air 
service into Port Said since July 1953. 


Two flights a week are now sched- 
uled, on Saturdays and Wednesdays. 
Flights originate in Cairo, proceed to 
Port Said and Nicosia, Cyprus, and re- 
turn to Cairo via Port Said. The round 
trip takes 5 hours and 10 minues in- 
cluding a 1-hour layover at Nicosia. 


Viking planes are used on the route. 
Delivery of 4 Viscounts are expected 
before the end of the year and 3 in 
1956. Vikings released by receipt of 
the Viscounts are planned to expand 
the present service to Port Said and 
Nicosia and to add a Port Said-Alex- 
andria flight. 


Some improvements were necessary 
before the Port Said Municipal Airfield 
could be reopened. A dike was built 
across one side to prevent the adjoin- 
ing lake from flooding the field, as it 
formerly did once or twice each winter. 
It was not deemed necessary to re- 
surface the strips. The field consists 
of two strips 54 yards wide, one 1,595 
yards long and the other 819 yards. 





Telecommunication Services 
Expand, Improve in England 


Telecommunication services in Eng- 
land are improving steadily and serv- 
ices are expanding. 

Among the expansions are the ex- 
tension of public phototelegraph serv- 
ice to Venice and Telex service with 
Poland and with Algeria is now avail- 
able. 

Applicants in the British Isles now 
awaiting telephone service number 
377,000, compared with a peak figure 
of 550,000 in March 1950. Of these ap- 
plications, 27 percent are for business 
lines. 

In the year ended June 30, 1955, 
429,535 telephones were installed, 
compared with 325,000 telephones 2 
years ago. 

The British Post Office expects to 
spend £80 million, or US$224 million, 
this year on telephone plants.—Emb., 
London. 
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Pacific Great Eastern 
Railway To Be Extended 


The Pacific Great Eastern Railway, 
owned by the Province of British 
Columbia, Canada, is to be extended 
to the Peace River district by the end | 
of 1957, the Premier of the Province 
has announced. 

From Prince George, its present ter- 
minus to the north, the line will run 
194 miles to Little Prairie Junction 
via Pine Pass. From the Junction, 
one line will be built the further 65 
miles to Dawson Creek, and a second 
line, 66 miles to Fort St. John. Beyond 
Fort St. John the line will extend a 
further 50 miles to a rich agricultural 
area near the Beaton River. 

Contracts for the entire new mileage 
are to be let by the end of 1956. 

A connection thus will be established 
with the Alcan Highway. From Van- 
couver to Fort St. John and Dawson 
in the Peace River area the line will 
~cover a distance of 727 miles. 

Construction is now continuing be- 
tween Quesnel and Prince George. 

When the southern link of 41 miles 
between West Vancouver and Squa- 
mish is completed, notable progress 
will have been made in opening up 
interior British Columbia north and- 
south by rail. 


Further extension far to the north 
in future years is foreseen. 


Travel To Be Facilitated 
Between Israel, U. S. S. R. 


Plans are being made to facilitate 
tourist travel between Israel and the 
Soviet Union, according to the Tel 
Aviv press. 


Travel directly by sea from Haifa 
to Odessa is contemplated, and ar- 
rangements will be made for tourists 
to pay Israeli pounds for the round- 
trip fare and for expenses while in the 
Soviet Union. 

The Soviet Ambassador to Israel, 
according to the Jerusalem Post, has 
informed Israeli officials that the 
Union is favorably disposed toward 
such a plan. He foresees two-way 
traffic and a clearing arrangement 
for exchange of currency. 

At first visits to the Soviet Union 
will be limited to 10 days——Emb., Tel 
Aviv. ' 








Yugoslavia’s prune and plum crop 
this season -is tentatively estimated 
at 1,270,000 short tons, according to 
a preliminary estimate reported by 
the Foreign Agricultural Service. 

This is the “on-year” for Yugoslav 
prune and plum production, following 
last year’s “off-year” crop of 442,600 
tons. The 1953 crop amounted to 
1,112,700 tons. 
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Higher International 


Air Fares Proposed 


Fare increases of up to 10 percent 
for international first-class air serv- 
ices has been agreed upon by the 
International Air Transport Associa- 
tion, according to Aviation Week. No 
change is proposed in basic interna- 
tional air tourist fares. 

The new rate schedules, worked out 
at a meeting of IATA traffic con- 
ferences, are subject to approval by 
about. 40 nations. If approved, they 
will become effective April 1, 1956, it 
is reported. 

There would be a 5-percent increase 
in first-class fares between Europe and 
India and over Pacific routes and a 
10-percent increase across*the Altan- 
tic. 
The increased charge for first-class 
service is required to meet the de- 
mands of those who want more luxury 


in air travel and can afford to pay for. 


it, an IATA official states. 


General air-cargo rates would be 
maintained at present levels except 
for an approximate 5-percent increase 
on the South Atlantic route, routes 
between Europe and the Middle and 
Far East except Australia and New 
Zealand, and on southbound routes 
from Europe to Africa, according to 
the press report. 


IATA study groups reportedly were 
appointed to study such questions as 
fare simplification, promotional meas- 
ures to increase off-season passenger 
traffic over the North Atlantic, and 
integration of helicopter services into 
the existing commercial network. 





Shipping Lines To Increase 
Sailings To U. S. East Coast 


The Swedish American Line and the 
Transatiantic Steamship Co., both 
with headquarters in Goteborg, are to 
double their cargo traffic sailings be- 
tween Swedish and Finish ports and 
U. S. east coast ports. 

The two companies have had only 


one sailing, on Friday, in both direc- 
tions. 


Regular ports of call in Sweden and 
Finland are to be Goteborg, Malmo, 
Stockholm, and Helsinki and in the 
United States, Boston, New York, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Norfolk. 


The increased traffic will require 
additional tonnage and the two com- 
panies intend to place another five 
vessels in the trade. 

A change of sailings is considered 
necessary, and the Swedish American 
Line has ordered two new 8.500-ton 
cargo vessels built in Sweden and 
Germany for this regular traffic. 
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Guest Airways Mexico has purchased 
two model 749 Constellation aircraft 
from Quantas Airlines, a company 
official reports. The new aircraft will 
be used on Guest’s routes to Miami 
and to Panama, replacing DC-4’s. 

After the Constellations are put into 
operation, the two DC-4’s owned by 
the company will be turned over to 
Quantas as partial payment. 

Guest also reportedly has purchased 
two surplus Fying Boxcars which may 
be used to carry cargo on its Panama 
route. 





Swissair, the Swiss national carrier, 
is to purchase eight Convair 440 air- 
craft from the General Dynamics Co., 
San Diego, Calif., according to a Swiss- 
air press release. 

The planes are to be delivered be- 
tween May and October 1956, and will 
be placed in service on its European 
routes. 

SAS, SABENA, and Finn Air also 
nave placed orders for new Convairs. 





The Hilton Hotel project in Berlin 
is to receive 13 million German marks, 
or US$3,120,000, in the form of a 
liberalized loan, plus 1 million marks, 
or $240,000, as the Berlin Industry 
Bank’s contribution to the capital 
stock under the equity financing pro- 
gram. 

Berlin trade circles appear to be 
overwhelminely in favor of the Hilton 
Hotel and the financial terms are 
considered the best available under 
the circumstances. 

The Berlin Tourist Bureau reports 
that the Kempinski Hotel may shortly 
construct a new wing to increase the 
number of its rooms and that the 
Savoy. Hotel probably will add 30 rooms 
to its present 80 rooms. 

This new construction indicates that 
the room shortage in Berlin is serious 
and that the Hilton Hotel is not ex- 
pected to reduce the business of exist- 
ing hotels—Emb., Bonn. 





Garuda Indonesian Airways carried 
more passengers in 1954 than in any 
recent year, and volume of freicht 
was higher than in any yéar after 
1950. Passengers carried in 1954 
numbered 18,097, as compared with 
13.801 in 1950, and 277.218 kilograms 
of freight were carried. an increase 
over the 266,869 carried in 1951. 


In contrast, Malayan Airways had 
a less favorable year. Number of pas- 
seneers carried between Medan, In- 
donesia, and Malaya dropped froin 
3,478 in 1953 to 3,037 in 1954. The 


Hill 


number of flights to Medan was re. 
duced from three to two a week 
after May 1. 





Bedek Aircraft, Ltd., of Tel Aviy, 
on August 26 was conferred an air 
agency certificate from the U. S. Civil] 
Aeronautics Administration. 

The certificate permits Bedek to 
repair and overhaul for U. S. civil air 
carriers some types of aircraft and 
aircraft engines. 





The Mexican Government in an 
effort to stimulate flights by private 
aircraft has abolished landing fees 
for such craft at all Federal airports, 

No landing fees are to be assessed 
at Federal airports in Mexico City, 
Acapulco, Guadalajara, Hermosillo, 
Nogales, Tijuana, La Paz, Mazatlan, 
and Reynosa. 

In a similar move, American Alir- 
lines abolished landing fees for pri- 
vate aircraft at its airports in Monter- 
rey, Ciudad Victoria, and Tamuin. 


Abolishment of landing fees at those 
principal airports should provide an 
important stimulus to private flying 
in Mexico. The new regulations will 
affect. about 1,600 privately owned 
aircraft registered in the country. 





The Mexico Light and Power Co. has 
contracted with a German firm for 
the purchase of a_ 75,000-kilowatt 
steam turbogenerator, which is to be 
added to its existing 70,000-kilowatt 
steam electric Lecheria power plant, 


Orders for boilers, condensers, aux-: 


iliaries, switchgear, transformers, and 
transmission and distribution line ma- 
terials have not been placed. 





Scandinavian Airlines System has 
been granted a temporary permit to 
fly the Oslo-Bergen route by the Nor- 
wegian Minister of Communications. 

The application of Braathens South 
American and Far East Air Transport 
(SAFE), a Norwegian carrier, for Oslo- 
Bergen and Stavanger-Oslo-Trond- 
heim routes has been rejected. 

Another Norwegian airline, Fred Ol- 
sen Flyselskap, has chartered one of 
its aircraft and crew to SAS for use 
on the Bergen route. 


Flesland Airport near Bergen has 
been opened. Residents of that city 
are reported to be dissatisfied with air 
service to Trondheim, which is reached 
only on a triangular route via Oslo. 





Service between Greece and Turkey 
has been discontinued by airlines and 
passenger vessels of Greek and Turk- 
ish registry.—Emb., Athens. 
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Independent Airlines Prove 
Successful in Great Britain 


Britain’s policy of giving independ- 
ent airlines greater opportunity has 
been carried out without detriment 
to the Government air corporations 
BOAC and BEA, the British Minister 
of Transport and Civil Aviation has 
pointed out. 

The independent companies had a 
sharp rise in traffic in the year ended 
March 31, 1955, but at the same time 
poth Government air corporations re- 
ported operations at a profit. 

The Minister’s statement was based 
on the Seventh Annual Report re- 
cently issued by the U. K. Air Trans- 
port Advisory Council, which provides 
information on the extent to which 
the civil aviation policy introduced in 
1952 has been successful. 


World Trade... 
(Continued from Page 20) 


ing suppliers for the principal food 
products and materials for the food- 
processing industries. Imports of food 
and such materials totaled I£26.3 mil- 
lion in 1953 and I£25 million in 1954— 
at the exchange rate, I£1—US2.80— 
constituting 26.2 percent and 24.3 per- 
cent of total imports, respectively. 


Exports from Israel of food prod- 
ucts are largely fresh fruits, particu- 





larly citrus, bananas, groundnuts, 
canned fruit juices, and preserved 
vegetables. For regular commercial 


imports of foodstuffs, licenses are re- 
quired; and when granted, they auto- 
matically carry the right to obtain 
foreign currency. Except for basic 
commodities and materials for proc- 
essing, and for items purchased under 
the scrip system, imports of nonessen- 
tial provisions from the United States 
or other countries are negligible. 

Provision Importers and Dealers— 
Surinam.—Except for rice, sugar, and 
soft-drink plants, almost no food- 
processing industry exists in Surinam. 
Provisions imported in 1954 amounted 
to 9,311,000 guilders (1 guilder—ap- 
proximately US$0.54) or approxi- 
mately 20 percent of all imports. The 
United States supplied 2,883,000 guild- 
ers’ worth, which equaled about 30 per- 
cent of all provisions imported. Of the 
products obtained from the United 
States the most important were wheat 
flour, processed meats, and fruits— 
canned and dried. 

Starch-Industry Producers and Ex- 
porters—Brazil.—Brazil is a large pro- 
ducer of manioc and cornstarch and 
their derivatives. Although Brazil 
maintains its position as a leading pro- 
ducer of cassava products, the volume 
available for export will continue to 
depend on exchange regulations which 
determine the local-currency proceeds 
to the exporters. 


October 31, 1955 





Philippines Grants Sum 
For Ship Expansion 


An annual appropriation of 20 
million pesos, or US$10 million, 
for the next 5 years for the con- 
struction and purchase of ocean- 
going vessels for resale, lease, or 
charter to Philippine concerns 
is called for in a new version of 
the Overseas Shipping Act passed 
by the Philippine House and Sen- 
ate at the end of the special 
session of Congress on August 
10. 

Investment of these sums will 
be administered by the National 
Development Company, which 
will charge 4% percent interest 
on all loans granted. 

The President had certified 
the legislation as urgent and 
signed the act on September 9, 
when it became effective. 











Indian Airline Acquires New 
Planes for Night Services 


The Government-owned Indian Air- 
lines Corporation after October is to 
replace the Dakota aircraft used on 
its night airmail routes with DC-4 
Skymaster aircraft, according to an 
Indian press report of September 30. 


The Skymaster planes have greater 
accommodating capacity and speed, 
and the replacement is expected to 
reduce operating costs of the night 
airmail services. Skymasters may also 
be used on the day services. 


The corporation now has 5 DC-4’s 
and a sixth is expected soon. 

The replaced Dakotas are believed 
still to be airworthy and will be used 
for carrying freight. 

The report further states that there 
is a possibility of operation of an air 
service between Madras, India, and 
Rangoon, Burma. ° 





New Shipping Rates Fixed 
For Australian Exports 


Protracted negotiations between 
Australian shippers and shipowners 
on contract rates for shipment of 
exports to Britain and Europe finally 
have been settled for a 742-percent in- 
crease, the Australian Minister of 
Commerce and Agriculture and the 
Overseas Shipping Representatives 
Association have announced. 

All commodities shipped on contract 
from Australia to British and Euro- 
pean ports are covered except fresh 
fruit, which is under a separate con- 
tract expiring on January 31, 1956. The 
fruit contract is expected to be re- 
newed later on the basis of the same 
increase. 


New Interisland Boat 


Arrives in Manila 


The M. S. Elcano, a new coastwise 
vessel constructed for the Everett 
Steamship Corp. of Osaka, Japan, 
arrived in Manila on September 12, to 
join the interisland fleet of the 
Philippine Steam Navigation Co., an 
Everett subsidiary. 

The Elcano is the first of three 
such vessels to be constructed for the 
Everett Lines. 

Constructed specifically for the in- 
terisland trade and desigened to cater 
to passenger traffic, the boat has 
first-class, cabin, and third-class ac- 
commodations for 450 passengers. Air 
conditioning is expected to be in- 
stalled in the near future. 

The 2,130-ton vessel, which will 
house a crew of 66, is 288 feet long, 
41 feet in beam, and 18 feet in draft, 
and on trial runs obtained a maxi- 
mum speed of 16 knots. 

The Elcano will sail from Manila 
on alternating Thursdays for Iloilo, 
Pulupandan, Zamboanga, Pagadian, 
Cotabato, Dadiangas, Davao, Dadian- 
gas, Cotabato, Zamboanga, Tagbilaran, 
Cebu, Iloilo, and Pulupandan. The 
round-trip voyage from Manila will 
take approximately 12% days. 





18-Knot Requirement . . . 
(Continued from Page 21) 
ane and overall arrangement stud- 

es. 

®Availability of basic design 
contract plans and _e specifications 
which will limit precontract naval 
architectural fees to the modifications 
desired to suit the purchaser’s specific 
requirements. 

eReduction of vessel maintenance 
and repair costs through interchange- 
ability of readily procured spare parts; 
crews’ and stevedores’ intimate knowl- 
edge of the vessel’s operation and 
equipment details, as they will be 
dealing with, fewer vessel types; and 
savings accruing from fewer acci- 
dents, more skillful maintenance, and 
more rapid repairs. 

eFacilitation of exchange of vessels 


between several services, which, in- 


addition to producing economies, will 
be reflected in maintenance of a high- 
er market value of the vessel. 

eNegotiations with labor unions 
simplified by a universal approach to 
vessels of one class. 

eEmergency operation of a fleet 
composed of a minimum number of 
identical types which will greatly 
simplify problems of wartime main- 
tenance and repair, as well as of man- 
ning, service, logistics, and other prob- 
lems which, conversely, would be 
magnified to imposing proportions if 
the wartime auxiliary fleet were com- 
posed of a large number of vessels of 
different types. 




















WORLD TRADE PUBLICATIONS 





a Books 
““ Reports 


Chemical and Rubber Industry Report. 
Washington, D. C. U. 8. Department 
of Commerce, September 1955. 42 pp. 


Highlights from the annual report 
(1954) of Imperial Chemical Indus- 
tries, United Kingdom, are featured 
in the latest issue of this monthly 
publication. The report shows that 
the value of ICI exports increased 16 
percent over those in 1953, compared 
with an increase of 3 percent for 
British exports as a whole. Many 
products shared in the rise, but nota- 
bly those of the alkali, dyestuffs, and 
plastics divisions which accounted re- 
spectively for £2.45, £2.74, and £1.88 
‘million of the company’s total in- 
crease of £9.3 million. 


Also contained in the new bulletin 
are rubber foreign-trade briefs, and 
tables showing U. S. imports and ex- 
ports of selected inorganic, organic, 
and agricultural chemicals, imports of 
selected gums and balsams, anti- 
biotics, and sulfa drugs for selected 
months in 1954-55. 


The report may be obtained from the 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C., or from any of the 
Department’s Field Offices, at 15 cents 
@ copy. 





Tanganyikan Resources and 
Their Development Reviewed 


A new book, “Tanganyika—A Re- 
view of Its Resources and Their De- 
velopment,” has been published by the 
Government of that country. 

The book, which has 924 pages, 12 
maps, 61 tables of statistics, and 9 
charts, gives a comprehensive account 
of Tanganyika’s resources under the 
following main headings: The country 
and the people, political structure, so- 
cial services, communications, pro- 
duction, trade, finance, and urban and 
general development. 


The price of the publication is $6.12 
post free and copies may be obtained 
through the Crown Agents’ Represen- 
tative, 1800 K Street NW., Washington 
6, D. C. 





The United Kingdom’s imports of 
unmanufactured tobacco totaled 134.4 
million pounds in the January-July 
period of 1955—up 32.3 percent from 
the 101.6 million pounds imported for 
the corresponding period in 1954, the 
Foreign Agricultural Service reports. 

Takings of U. S. leaf amounted to 
40.2 million pounds, including the $15 
million worth of leaf purchased for 
sterling under Title I, P. L. 480. 


26 


Brazil Issues New 


Investment Guide 


A copyrighted brochure entitled 
“The Possibilities of Establishing In- 
dustries in Brazil,” published by S. H. 
Christensen in Rio de Janeiro, cites 
investment opportunities now offered 
to U. S. firms in Brazil. 


According to Mr. Christensen, in- 
creasing inducements are offered the 
potential U. S. investor through more 
favorable exchange rates, low cor- 
porate and income taxes, and the lift- 
ing of restrictions to the free repatria- 
tion of earnings or principal. 


Mr. Christensen and his associates 
are available for advising and assist- 
ing prospective manufacturers in 
preliminary and exploratory activities 
as well as in the actual establishment 
and operation of industries, procure- 
ment of Brazilian capital, etc. 


A copy of the brochure is available 
upon request from Mr. Christensen, 
Rua Dias Ferreira 325, apto. 305, Rio 
de Janeiro, or from Mr. Allen Walker, 
International Financial Counselor, 
3210 Wisconsin Avenue NW., Wash- 
ington 16, D. C. 





Guatemalan Business .. . 
YContinued from Page 4) 


airport workers at Champerico and at 
Retalhuleu, an additional 50 to be 
built at Santo Tomas. September 
floods forced some people in the port 
town of San Jose to evacuate their 
homes temporarily, but port installa- 
tions were not damaged. 

The contract for the installation of 
a 20,000-telephone system for Guate- 
mala City, originally awarded to a 
German firm but later suspended 
pending a review of bids as a result of 
protest by several of the bidding firms, 
was Officially awarded to the original 
winning bidder, Siemens-Halske on 
September 20.» The Government in- 
quired into the possibility of utilizing 
intercity microwave communcations 
which could tie in with the projected 
telephone system. 

Television sets were being ordered in 
the quarter in anticipation of the 
country’s first television station sched- 
uled to open in November. 

Electric power was unable to keep 
pace with growing demands, and sev- 
eral industries including the cement 
plant were installing, or planning to 
install, their own generating facilities. 
Meanwhile, report on the electric- 
power situation in the capital area 
prepared by a private U. S. consult- 
ing firm was scheduled for presenta- 
tion to the Guatemalan Government 
in October. . 

The Guatemalan press reported in 
September that the Guatemalan Gov- 








Trade Promotion Bulletin 
Published by India 


“India Trade Bulletin,” a pub- 
lication designed to promote in- 
creased trade and better eco- 
nomic understanding between 
India and the United States, 
has been released by the consu- 
late general of India in New 
York. 

The first issue, dated October 
1955, deals with the revival of 
ancient crafts of India in the 
cottage industries, products of . 
which are on display at the In- 
dia Trade Center, 19 East 49th 
Street, New York City. 

Copies of this publication may 
be obtained by writing to the 
Consulate General of India, 3 
East 64th Street, New York 21, 
N. Y. 











ernment and an American investment 
firm had agreed on a contract under 
which the latter would invest a sub- 
stantial amount of money in the de- 
velopment of new coffee farms near 
Ixcan in Quiche Province. 


The Government decreed suspension 
of lumbering concessions in the public 
forests pending the promulgation of a 
new law governing forestry exploita- 
tion which trade sources believe will 
prohibit the exportation of logs, 
whether trimmed or not. 


New Plants Planned 


Negotiations reportedly were under 
way between an American company 
and a large Guatemalan plywood 
plant for the establishment of a new 
veneer plant near the Caribbean port 
of Puerto Barrios. Another American 
firm was awaiting the Government's 
approval of its plans, submitted early 
this year, to invest in logging and 
milling operations in Peten, the 
northernmost Province. 


A Guatemalan manufacturer of rub- 
ber-soled shoes announced in August 
that arrangements for tire production 
by his firm with financial and tech- 
nical participation by an American 
company were in the final stages and 
that construction of a plant would 
soon get under way. 

Plans for the establishment of & 
soluble coffee plant in Guatemala in 
cooperation with American and Salva- 
doran interests continued in the ex- 
ploratory stage, despite warnings from 
the coffee trade that American in- 
dustrial interests probably would re- 
strict soluble-coffee imports into the 
United States.—Emb., Guatemala City. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





77th Canadian Exhibit 


Termed Successful 


The 77th Annual Canadian National 
Exhibition held in Toronto, August 26- 
September 10, was considered success- 
ful, despite a slight decrease in at- 
tendance from the 1954 fair. 

Total attendance was 2,809,500, just 
10,500 short of the alltime high of 
2,820,000 in 1954. A record for daily 
attendance was established with 303,- 
500 visitors recorded on September 3. 
The @xhibition was not open on Sun- 
days. 

Exhibitors reported a higher sales 
yolume and a larger percentage of 
eash transactions this year. Particular 
interest was said to have been mani- 
fested in such items as automobiles, 


television sets, washing machines, 
vacuum cleaners, and other appli- 
ances. 


Under construction for the 1956 ex- 
hibition is a new Women’s Building, 
which will contain a ground-floor 
auditorium with 9,000 seating capacity, 
and second-floor space suitable for 
banquets, dances, and other festivities. 

A fully equipped, modern theater, 
capable of seating 1,366 persons, also 
is included in the building plans. This 
building will be available to Toronto 
for use as a convention center. 





Earl’s Court in London Scene 
Of 22d National Radio Show 


The 22d National Radio Show was 

beld in Earl’s Court, London, England, 
August 26-September 3, 1955. 
"The show was organized by the Ra- 
dio Industry Council, a coordinating 
body of associations representing 
manufacturers of broadcasting receiv- 
ers, vacuum tubes, components, and 
heavy equipment. 

Visitors, excluding those from over- 
seas and dealers holding season tick- 
ets, numbered 247.243, compared with 
$315,970 in 1954, 295,640 in 1953, and 
289,899 in 1952. Oversea visitors to- 
taled 4,443, compared with 3,721 in 
the preceding year from more than 
106 countries including U. S. S. R., 
Hungary, Czechoslovakia, and Yugo- 
slavia. Approximately 49 buyers and 
214 visitors were reported to have 
registered from the United States. 

Exhibitors in 1955 totaled 120, com- 
pared with 113 in 1954 and 1953, and 
108 in 1952. 

A number of special exhibits was 
shown, such as electronic apparatus 
for industrial and scientific use, a 
technical training display, and work- 
ing exhibits by the Royal Navy, Army, 
and the Royal Air Force. Television 
equipment occupied a leading place 
and tape recorders also were popular. 


October 31, 1955 


Swedish Businessmen Interested 
In Stability of U. S. Economy 


U. S. tariff policy, customs procedures, and long-range prospects for 
continued U. S. prosperity were the leading subjects of interest to Swe- 
dish businessmen in discussions with the U. S. Trade Mission sent to 
Sweden in connection with U. S. participation in the St. Erik’s Inter- 
national Trade Fair at Stockholm, August 27-September 11. 


In a 2-week tour before the fair 
opened, the mission visited 12 cities 
throughout Sweden, meeting ~ with 
large groups of leading businessmen 
at chambers of commerce in Orebro, 
Boras, Goteborg, Halmstad, Halsing- 
borg, Malmo, Jonkoping, Norrkoping, 
Lulea, Sundsvall, Gavle, and Sandvi- 
ken. 


In each of these cities, penetrating 
discussions were held both on questions 
of general trade policy and on specific 
trade problems. Swedish businessmen 
encountered on this trip represented 
corporations which have been trading 
with the United States for many gen- 
erations. Their knowledge of the U. S. 
market was broad and flexible. 


Increased Tariffs Pointed Up 


Their chief interest was in U. S. 
attitudes, both official and business, 
toward such questions as: “Is the 
United States again becoming a high 
tariff country? Isn’t the U.S. foreign- 
goods market dimmed by the proba- 
bility of protectionist action demanded 
by U. S. industrial segments affected 
by such imports?” 


As examples of their concern, Swed- 
ish businessmen pointed to recent 
U. S. action to increase import tariffs 
on lightweight bicycles and Swiss 
watches, and the current review of 
Swedish hardboard imports. 


Such questions were met to the ap- 
parent satisfaction of the groups by 
citing the President’s statements in 
announcing his decision to raise the 
lightweight bicycle tariff to 11% per- 
cent instead of the recommended 
22% percent. He stated, “the recent 
expansion of the U. S. market for 
large wheel lightweight bicycles has 
resulted in the main from the efforts 
of foreign producers and American 
importers,” and that this action in no 
way was to be interpreted as a change 
in U. S. policy. Extension of the 
Reciprocal Trade Agreements Act was 
pointed out as evidencing the U. S. 
Government’s continuing policy for 
overall tariff reduction. 


Considerable attention also was 
paid to the progress of U. S. customs 
simplification legislation. The mission 
pointed out that there are more seri- 
ous hurdles to overcome for success- 
ful entry into the U. S. market than 
import duties, such as technical com- 
petition by both U. S. manufacturers 
and foreign sellers, who are constantly 





striving to improve production and 
lower the cost of their products. 

Aggressive, energetic selling was 
highlighted as an important factor 
in successful U.S. marketing. Mission 
members cited as an example a 
Swedish company manufacturing cal- 
culating and billing machines. De- 
spite intense U. S. competition, this 
company, after a suctessful campaign 
in setting up effective dealer organiza- 
tion in the United States, is reaping 
results—an order for 25,000 machines 
received from one dealer. 

F. Preston Forbes, Director, Inter- 
national Trade Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, headed 
the mission. Other members were: 
Kenneth H. Campbell, manager, For- 
eign Trade Department, Chamber of 
Commerce of the United States; 
Joseph W. Dye, president, Wolf & 
Dessauer — prominent department 
store—Fort Wayne, Ind., also an offi- 
cial of the National Dry Goods Asso- 
ciation; and J. Joseph Cranmore, di- 
rector, Lowerator Division, American 
Machine Foundry Co. of New York. 
For the earlier part of the tour, the 
mission also included Carter Brandon, 
manager, Foreign Department, Cham- 
ber of Commerce, Portland, Oreg.; and 
Guy Wyatt, Director, Office of Field 
Services, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce. 

During the fair the mission took up 
headquarters at the U. S. Informa- 
tion Center, where it was available 
for individual discussion on a more 
specific level, being chiefly concerned 
with prospects for, or methods of de- 
veloping trade in particular commodi- 
ties. Unlike the talks during the 
prefair trip, discussions at the fair 
were principally with smaller manu- 
facturers or with potential makers of 
goods—inventors, engineers, or other 
possible entrepreneurs—who invited 
the mission to test out ideas rather 
than to express opinions or to seek 
reassurance about overall U. S. trade 
policy. 

U. S. Economy of Concern 

In group as well as in individual 
consultation, however, Swedish busi- 
nessmen expressed special interest in 
the stability of the U. S. economy. 
Many persons appeared to expect a 
slump in U. S. business activity, with 
a consequent recession which would 


(Continued on Page 30) 
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Peacetime Use of Nuclear Energy 
Shown at New Delhi Trade Fair 


Peacetime use of nuclear energy now is being shown to far eastern 
visitors at the first U. S. Industry-Government Central Exhibit at the 
New Delhi Indian Industries Fair, the Office of International Trade 
Fairs, U. S. Department of Commerce, has announced. 

The fair opened October 29 and will run through December 15. 


The atomic energy exhibit fills 
about half of the 2%-acre U. S. pa- 
vilion recently completed on the fair- 
grounds. It provides a dramatic dem- 
onstration of what the world’s new 
source of energy can do for man in 
the future, as well as what it already 
has done for industry. Among the 
items on exhibit is a full-size model 
of a nuclear furnace similar to the 
one at the Oak Ridge National 
Laboratory. The display has been 
prepared in cooperation with the U. 8S. 
Information Agency. 


Another exhibit features the first 
television theater ever seen in India. 
Of glass construction and approxi- 
mately 50 feet in diameter, the the- 
ater will be located so that watchers 
may see live Indian talent perform 
or see the same thing on 24 monitor- 
ing television sets distributed about 
the fairgrounds. 


A toy electric-train layout of the 
sort that proved to be the hit of the 
U. S. Exhibit at the Djakarta Inter- 
national Trade Fair also is being 
shown. 

Electronics are featured with the 
industry’s latest developments, in- 
cluding a fathometer, radio-direction 
finder, and other radar equipment. 

Indian fairgoers have the oppor- 
tunity to register their preference of 
exhibits at the U. S. pavilion by using 
an automatic voting machine on dis- 
play. This machine was brought from 
the Djakarta fair where it was one 
of the most popular exhibits. 


Model Kitchen Shown 


An _ all-electric model American 
kitchen is on display and is expected 
to capture interest equal to that 
shown at the Salonika, Bari, and 
Vienna trade fairs. 

Other exhibits consist of industrial 
products, equipment, and machinery, 
including power tools, lathes, and ma- 
terial-handling devices. A large alu- 
minum exhibit also will be featured. 

An American Red Cross industrial 
safety display demonstrating the ap- 
proved life-saving devices and health 
protection methods shows the fair- 
goers how modern American industry 
provides safeguards for its workers. 

Over 20 countries, including Great 
Britain, the Soviet Union, Czecho- 
slovakia, and communist China will 
feature central exhibits at this fair, 
the largest to be held in southeast 
Asia. 

The U. 8S. exhibit will cover about 





2% acres. Part of the total space is 
being rented to U. S. industry for pri- 
vate exhibits. 


The U. S. exhibit was prepared by 
Richard A. McDonald, a former vice 
president of the Crown-Zellerbach 
Corp. of San Francisco and with the 
assistance of E. K. Young of Wash- 
ington. Both men have been in New 
Delhi for the past several months 
working on the project. Its exterior 
was designed by John Vassos and the 
interior by Charles M. Shaw, both of 
New York. 

A Trade Mission consisting of busi- 
nessmen and Government experts in 
marketing and trade will man a Trade 
Information Center which is an in- 
tegral part of the U. S. Exhibit. 


Businessmen voluntarily serving on 
the mission, which is headed by E. E. 
Schnellbacher, Director, Office of In- 
telligence and Services, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, are as follows: 
S. J. Hindle, general agent, American 
President Lines, Los Angeles; Francis 
A. Mojo, vice president, Galatex Co., 
New York City; A. A. Sibbald, import 
manager, Sears, Roebuck & Co., Chi- 
cago; and F. H. Von Mecklenburg, 
president, H. E. Botzow, Inc., New 
York City. Prentiss M. Terry, field 
office manager at large, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, also a mission 
member, arranged the  mission’s 
itinerary. 


Since their arrival in India in early 
October, the marketing specialists 
have been in important industrial 
and commercial centers of India to 
discuss two-way trade problems with 
local businessmen at meetings with 
various business associAktions. Meet- 
ings have been held in Calcutta, New 
Delhi, Bombay, and Madras. 


Industry Well Represented 


The following are taking part in the 
U. S. Industry-Government Central 
Exhibit at the New Delhi fair: 

American & Foreign Enterprises, 
New York, N. Y.; American Machin- 
ery & Foundry Co., New York, N. Y.; 
American Motors Co., Detroit, Mich.; 
American National Red Cross, Wash- 
ington, D. C.; Automatic Voting Ma- 
chine Company, Jamestown, N. Y.; 
American President Lines, San Fran- 
cisco, Calif. 

Black & Decker Manufacturing Co., 
Towson, Md.; Cummins Diesel Export 


(Continued on Page 30) 


Munich To Hold Eighth 
Handicraft, Trade Fair 


The Eighth German Handic 
and Trade Fair will be held in M 
Germany, April 27-May 10, 1956, ac. 
cording to press reports. 

A series of collective groups as wel] 
as individual foreign exhibitors who 
exhibited in 1955 reportedly have an- 
nounced their intention of partici. 
pating in the 1956 fair. 

At the 1955 fair, there were 1,809 
exhibitors, of which 22 percent were 
foreign. Among the countries exhibit- 
ing, Italy led with 121, followed by 
France with 65, Sweden 62, Belgium 
36, and Netherlands 35. More than 
100 exhibitors were divided a 
Austria, Denmark, Finland, Great 
Britain, Greece, Iceland, India, Iran, 
Ireland, Liechtenstein, Norway, the 
Saar, Spain, Switzerland, Yugoslavia, 
and the United States. Attendance 
was 260,000, compared with 250,000 in 
1954. 


Metalworking Firms Lead 

Metalworking enterprises took the 
lead in the 1955 fair, with some 450 
exhibitors covering about 85,000 square 
feet of floor space, followed by furni- 
ture, interior decoration and arts and 
crafts, with 600 exhibitors, covering 
about 42,000 square feet, then wear- 
ing apparel, textiles, and fashions 
with 440 exhibitors, covering about 
35,000 square feet. 


Radio, TV, Phonograph Show 
Held in Duesseldorf 


The Great German Radio, Tele- 
vision, and Phonograph Exhibition 
held in Duesseldorf, Germany, August 
26-September 4, 1955, attracted 450,000 
visitors, compared with 307,000 at the 
1953 show. ; 

Exhibits comprised all types of prod- 
ucts of the industries involved, includ- 
ing radios, television sets, phono- 
graphs, records, wire and tape record- 
ers, dictaphones, and music consoles 
combining radio, phonograph, and 
television, as well as accessories and 
parts. 

Other attractions included remote- 
controlled ship models, the operation 
of radar installations, and a small- 
size (13 x 6 cm.) television camera for 
use primarily by the industry and 
police. 

Exhibitors were unanimous in re- 
porting good and even excellent busi- 
ness from the fair. 

Foreign visitors were reported from 
the Benelux countries, France, Eng- 
land, Scandinavian countries, Switz- 
erland, Austria, Italy, the United 
States, South America, South Africa, 
Egypt, and India. 
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COMMODITY NEWS 





Belgian Consumption of U.S. Tobacco Exports Up Sharply 


Furs at $11 Million 


Belgium’s total consumption of all 
s of fur, including wearing ap- 
parel, is valued at 550 million Belgian 
francs, or US$11 million annually, ac- 
cording to industry reports. 

The furs most in demand are per- 
sian lamb, marmot, muskrat, and 
mink. No statistics are available on 
production of dressed or dyed furs. 

Raw-fur production in Belgium is 
negligible. Some mole and a few other 
small wild animals, such as weasel, 
skunk, fox, and marten are mostly ex- 
ported. Wild rabbits are not available 
in large quantities. 

Farm-raised fur-bearing animals 
are produced on a very limited scale. 
Less than 10 persons are reported to be 
experimenting in raising mink, the 
initial stock of which was imported 
from France. Mink farmers are pri- 
marily interested in increasing breed- 
ing stock rather than in sales of pelts, 
and no domestic mink furs are be- 
lieved to have been sold to the Belgian 
fur trade. The cost of feeding a mink 
amounts to 2% cents a day, exclusive 
of overhead costs. 

Some domestic rabbits are raised on 
farms, and some city householders 
keep rabbits for food and sell the 
skins to collectors. Approximately 
15 percent of the skins used by the 
trade are of domestic origin. The ma- 
jor part of rabbit skins is used in the 
production of hatters’ fur. 

Belgian regulations prohibit the im- 
port and raising of live muskrat, al- 
though no restrictions are placed on 
the import of raw and dressed furs. 
Furs generally are imported direct by 
the processors or wholesalers. 

Trade sources state that in the past 
few years, a large part of the general 
public has purchased hard goods, 
principally on credit, which has af- 
fected adversely the sale of other com- 
modities, such as furs. 





Production of Small Auto. 


Under Way in Austria 

The Steyr-Daimler- Puch 
Works in Graz, Styria, is now 
getting ready to produce a small 
automobile, according to the 
Austrian press. 

The vehicle is expected to be 
ready for mass production in the 
spring of 1956. It will have 24 
horsepower and a top speed of 
56 miles an hour. 

Because of the current heavy 
demand for small automobiles 
in Austria, the car probably will 
be well received. 











October 31, 1955 


U. S. exports of unmanufactured 
tobacco in August 1955 totaled 45.2 
million pounds, valued at $29.9 million, 
a 66-percent increase over exports in 
August 1954 of 27.3 million pounds, 
valued at $18 million. ; 

Increases were recorded in exports 
of flue-cured tobacco, dark-fired 
Kentucky-Tennessee, Maryland, cigar 
wrapper and filler, and trimmings, 
stems, and scrap. All other types of 
tobacco exports decreased in August 
1955. 


Flue-cured tobacco exports were 39.2 
million pounds in August 1955, an in- 
crease of 88 percent over August 1954 
exports which totaled 20.8 million 
pounds. Flue-cured tobacco exports to 
West Germany in August 1955 in- 
creased over 200 percent—3.8 million 
pounds—compared with 1 million 
pounds in August 1954. Other increases 
occurred in shipments of flue-cured 
tobacco to Norway, Denmark, Belgium- 
Luxembourg, Ireland, Austria, Finland, 
Indonesia, the Philippines, Japan, New 
Zealand, and Egypt. 


Exports of Burley tobacco in August 
1955 decreased 23 percent—2.1 million 
pounds—compared with 2.8 million 
pounds in August 1954. Shipments of 
Burley increased, however, to Belgium- 
Luxembourg and to West Germany. 
Burley exports to Japan in August 1955 
totaled approximately 900,000 pounds 
compared with no shipments in 1954. 

Exports of dark-fired Kentucky- 
Tennessee tobacco increased about 88 
percent in August 1955—1.9 million 
pounds—compared with 1 million 
pounds for the like month of 1954. 
The bulk of the Kentucky-Tennessee 


shipments was exported to the Nether- 


lands, Italy, and Indonesia. 


8-Month Record Up 22 Percent 


Unmanufactured tobacco exports 
for the January-August 1955 period 
totaled 255.6 million pounds—an in- 
crease of approximately 22 percent 
over exports of 210.3 million pounds 
shipped abroad in the corresponding 
period of last year. 

Flue-cured tobacco exports for the 
first 8 months of 1955 totaled 202.1 
million pounds, an increase of 29 per- 
cent over the 156.7 million pounds ex- 
ported in the January-August 1954 
period. Exports of this tobacco to the 
United Kingdom for the January- 
August 1955 period totaled 55.3 million 
pounds, compared with 28.5 million 
pounds for the like period of last year; 
35.6 million pounds to West Germany, 
compared with 27.9 million pounds. 

Increases were recorded in exports 
of dark-fired Kentucky - Tennessee, 
Green River, One Sucker, Black Fat, 
and Cigar Wrapper. 


Tobacco product exports valued at 
$4.8 million, were 14 percent higher in 


August 1955 than for the like month 
of 1954. Exports of cigars and cheroots, 
cigarettes, and smoking tobacco in 
packages and bulk, increased, but 


chewing tobacco and snuff exports 
decreased. 





New Ceramic Factory 
Operates in Ceylon 


A new ceramic factory, known as 
Ceylon Ceramics, was opened in 
Ceylon on September 27. 

The plant, operated by a Govern- 
ment-sponsored corporation, is lo- 
cated at Negombo, the site of the 
former Government-owned plant 
which closed in 1951 because of 
uneconomic operations. The new in- 
stallation manufactures and sells 
ceramic ware, china, terra cotta, pot- 
tery, bricks, tiles, pipes, and earthen- 
ware and porcelain articles. The 
corporation has an initial capital of 
3 million rupees, or US$630,000, di- 
vided into 300,000 shares. 

This factory is the first large-scale 
industrial venture to go into produc- 
tion under the Government’s newly 
announced decision to run its indus- 
trial concerns under the management 
of corporations. 

The Government-sponsored Corpo- 
ration Act of 1955, implementing this 
policy, sets forth a procedure for the 
Government to divest itself of its 
interest in its industrial enterprises. 
The act provides for the Government 
to hold initially the entire share capi- 
tal in such corporations and to nomi- 
nate the board of directors. The Min- 
ister of Industries has the right, 
however, to offer shares to the public 
at any time. 

When the Government’s holdings 
in any corporation fall below 20 per- 
cent of the share capital, that corpo- 
ration is to be constituted into a pub- 
licly owned joint-stock company, 
which would assume the assets and 
liabilities of the statutory corpora- 
tion. 

Similar corporations also have been 
established to manage the Govern- 
ment-owned paper and vegetable oil 
factories, now under construction. 





Ceylon Tire Factory Planned 


The Government of Ceylon has ap- 
proved the establishment of a tire fac- 
tory by local interests and a leading 
American tire manufacturer, accord- 
ing to Ceylon press reports. 

The article also states that the ini- 
tial capital will be 15 million rupees, 
or US$3.15 million, of which 5 million 
rupees, or US$1.05 million, will be in 
equity capital. 
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India Supply Mission 


Awards Contracts 


The India Supply Mission, 2536 Mas- 
sachusetts Avenue NW., Washington 8, 
D. C., reports details of contracts 
valued at over $10,000 awarded by its 
organization in September, as follows: 

Contract No. C/357/11/4795, 16 flame 
photometers valued at $16,675, supplied 
by Perkin Elmer Corp., Norwalk, Conn. 

Contract No. C-118/4796, 31 air com- 
pressors valued at $12,130.05, supplied 
by DeVilbiss Co., Toledo, Ohio. 

Contract No. B-345/D/3/4808, 1 drill 
bit, valued at $72,835.06, supplied by 
Acme Well Supply Co., 19 Rector 
Street, New York 6, N. Y. 

Contract No. B-537/1/4810, electric 
apparatus, valued at $35,111.60, sup- 
plied by General Radio Co., Cambridge 
3, Mass. 

Contract No. B-143/1/4825, 2 grain- 
ing machines, valued at $39,205, sup- 
plied by Sun Chemcial Corp., 10th 
Street at 44th Avenue, Long Island 
City 1, N. Y. 

Contract No. B-143/3/4827, 2 air- 
conditioners, valued at $11,328, sup- 
plied by Carrier Corp., 385 Madison 
Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. 

Contract No. C-562/4830, 15 trans- 
mitting tubes, valued at $15,375, sup- 
plied by General Electric Co., 777 14th 
Street NW., Washington, D. C. 

Contract No. B-546/2/4832, 4,000 
linear feet of steel pipes, valued at 
$14,567, supplied by Cal Metal Corp., 
1313 West Sepulveda Boulevard, Box 
338, Torrance, Calif. 

Contract No. B-516/1/4841, 18 tur- 
bine pumps, valued at $35,826.82, sup- 
plied by Food Machinery & Chemical 
Corp., Peerless Pump Division, 301 
West Avenue at 26th, Los Angeles, 
Calif. 

Contract No. B-553/1/4850, 1 motor 
grader, valued at $11,447.29, supplied 
by Huber Warco Co., Marion, Ohio. 

Contract No. B-345/D/6/4858, 3 drill 
bits, valued at $35,568.46, supplied by 
Howard Turners Machinery, 3340 
Cherry Avenue, Long Beach, Calif. 

Contract No. B-345/D/4/4857, 8 
combination wall and rat-hole pack- 
ers, valued at $35,568.46, supplied by 
Howard Turner Machine Works, 3340 
Cherry Avenue, Long Beach, Calif. 

Contract No. B-345/D/5/4859, 6 
items, hole openers, valued at $86,359.- 
50, supplied by Ideco, a division of 
Dresser Equipment Co., P. O. Box 1331, 
Dallas, Tex. 

Contract No. B-546/9/4863, 42 rock 
bits, valued at $14,122.35, supplied by 
Rocky Mountain Export Co., P. O. Box 
1051, Denver 1, Colo. 

Contract No. B-503/3/4901, 50 air 
compressors, valued at $117,370, sup- 
plied by Arpic Engineering, S. A. 
Chausee De Boom, Wieryk, Anvers, 
Belgium. 

Contract No. C-496/4911, 
sphere recorder, 


1 iono- 
valued at $32,500, 


supplied by Barker & Williamson, Inc., 
Upper Darby, Pa. 

Contract No. C-410/2/4913, 85 items 
of helicopter spares, valued at $16,- 
956.58, supplied by United Aircraft 
Export Corp., East Hartford, Conn. 





Swedish Businessmen .. . 
(Continued from Page 27) 


seriously affect trade with the rest of 
the world. In allaying these appre- 
hensions, the mission pointed to 
planned expenditures of the U. S. 
automobile industry for automation 
and plant expansion as evidence of the 
confidence of this important segment 
of U.S. industry. Expanding need for 
public roads, school buildings, and 
other public works also were cited as 
factors leading to continued high-level 
industrial and commercial activity. 


In response to the concern ex- 
pressed on the volume of installment 
buying in the United States, the mis- 
sion cited figures on the extremely 
small loss ratio experienced by sellers 
under this system, which was the 
more forceful because of the predomi- 
nantly business representation on the 
mission. 

A salient feature of the fair consul- 
tations was the large number of per- 
sons seeking advice on how they might 
purchase American goods for sale in 
Sweden or act as agencies for Ameri- 
can manufacturers. The approximate 
ratio of such inquiries to the total 
number of callers—35 percent—in 
general bore out the experience re- 
ported by trade teams operating in 
other European countries in 1955. A 
substantial number of such inquiries 
was stimulated by the display of 
American household goods and other 
consumer items in the U. S. exhibit 
which had as its theme, “America at 
Home.” 


Market Potential Queried 


The remaining 65 percent of the in- 
quiries related to market potentiali- 
ties of specific items, mainly in the 
consumer field, although many ques- 
tions referred to industrial goods. 


The possibility of licénsing Ameri- 
can manufacturers for production of 
certain items was frequently dis- 
cussed, although usually the inquirer 
concluded that this step could most 
profitably be considered only after 
customer acceptance of the product 
had been well astablished in the 
United States. 


It is impossible to measure in dol- 
lars and cents the amount of business 
generated by the trade mission’s ac- 
tivities. In many instances, the vol- 
ume of such business will realize its 
potential only after several years of 
consistent painstaking effort. Never- 
theless, two things seem clear. First, 
that producers of apparently salable 
products, who had up to now hesitated 
to venture into the U. S. market, made 


Peacetime Use .. . 

(Continued from Page 28) 
Corp., Columbus, Ind.; Davidson 
Corp., Brooklyn, N. Y.; Eli Lilly & Co.; 
Indianapolis, Ind.; Ford Motor Co, 
New York, N. Y.; Friden Calculating 
Machine Co., Inc., San Leandro, 
Calif.; General Electric Co. New 
York, N. Y.; General Motors Inter- 
national, New York, N. Y. 

Link-Belt Co., Chicago, Tl.; Lionel 
Corp., New York, N. Y.; R. G. Le 
Tourneau, Inc., Longview, Tex.; Jameg 
Melton Enterprises, New York, N. Y,; 
National Geographic Society, Wash- 
ington, D. C.; Oster Manufact 
Co., Cleveland, Ohio; Package Ma- 
chinery Co., East Longmeadow, Mass,; 
Parke Davis & Co., Detroit, Mich; 
Pan American Airways, San Fran- 
cisco, Calif.; Radio Corp. of America, 
New York, N. Y.; Raytheon Manufac- 
turing Co., Waltham, Mass.; Reming-* 
ton Rand Corp., New York, N. Y¥,; 
Reynolds Metals Co., New York, N. Y, 

Silvermine Guild School of Art, Nor- 
walk, Conn.; Singer Manufacturing 
Co., New York, N. Y.; South Bend 
Lathe Works, South Bend, Ind; 
United Aircraft Export Corp., East 
Hartford, Conn.; Yale & Towne Man- 
ufacturing Co., Philadelphia, Pa. 





their decision to do so after consulta- 
tion with the mission. 

Second, that many businessmen, 
hitherto unaware of the informational 
service and other advisory assistance 
available through the economic sec- 
tion of the U. S. Embassy, now will 
utilize these valuable tools in the 
conduct of their business with the 
United States. 

Approximately 2,500 persons sought 
help from the mission. Of these, ap- 
proximately 700 had problems serious 
enough, or were sufficiently prepared, 
to utilize individual consultation with 
the mission specialists. These figures 
should be viewed against the back- 
ground of a country whose popula- 
tion is somewhat less than that of 
New York City. 

The mission’s purpose—to promote 
two-way trade between Sweden and 
the United States—was considerably 
enhanced through the cooperation of 
the Swedish Chamber of Commerce 
for the United States and the General 
Export Association of Sweden, whose 
representatives, Peter-Julius Coyet of 
the former, and Ulf Bedinger and 
Karl-Fredrik Gadde of the latter, ac- 
companied the mission on its tour. 
Others who aided the mission in ac- 
complishing its objectives were Harris 
M. Hungerford, commercial attache, 
and Henry Swenson, press attache, of 
the U. S. Embassy. In addition, the 
wide press coverage given the mission 
throughout the entire trip was re- 
flected in the volume of the mission’s 
correspondence and the number of 
persons who later called at the U. 8. 
Information Center at the fair. 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





$60-Milion Credit for 
Bank of Japan Arranged 


The Export-Import Bank of Wash- 
ington has announced that it has 
completed arrangements for the oper- 
ation of the credit of $60 million in 
favor of the Bank of Japan, author- 
ized August 4, 1955, for the purchase 
and export of U. S. cotton to Japan 
in the crop year ending July 31, 1956. 

The Bank of Japan has designated 
Japanese commercial banks as its 
agents in financing cotton purchases 
under the credit. The Japanese com- 
mercial banks, in turn, will utilize the 
services of the following U. S. com- 
mercial banks: Bank of America Na- 
tional Trust & Savings Association; 
Bankers Trust Co.; Brown Brothers 
Harriman & Co.; the Chase Manhat- 
tan Bank; Chemical Corn Exchange 
Bank; the First National Bank of 
Boston; the First National Bank of 
Chicago; First National Bank in Dal- 
las; the First National City Bank of 
New York: Guaranty Trust Co. of New 
York; Irving Trust Co. 


The Hanover Bank; Manufacturers 
Trust Co.; the Marine Midland Trust 
Co. of New York; the National Bank 
of Commerce of Houston; the National 
Bank of Commerce of Seattle; Repub- 
lic National Bank of Dallas; J. Henry 
Schroder Banking Corp; Seattle First 
National Bank; the Second National 
Bank of Houston; and Wells Fargo 
Bank. 


Cotton sold under contracts entered 
into subsequent to August 4, 1955, is 
eligible for financing under the line 
of credit. The purchases and ship- 
ments of cotton financed under the 
credit are to be made in the customary 
manner, orders being placed by the 
textile mills of Japan, or their agents, 
with U. S. shippers. Purchase con- 
tracts may include cost of insurance 
and freight. Financing of purchases 
will be effected through letters of 
credit under which 12-month drafts 
will be drawn on the Bank of Japan. 
The letters of credit issued for this 
purpose are to expire not later than 
July 31, 1956. 

All inquiries relating to other de- 
tails of this credit’s operation should 
be addressed in due course by the 
American cotton shipper to his bank 
or banks in the United States or his 
agents in Japan. 





France and Yugoslavia have com- 
pleted a commercial trade agree- 
ment—for the fiscal year 1955-56— 
which includes exports of 10.4 million 
pounds of Yugoslavian tobacco in ex- 
change for French industrial goods, 


according to the Foreign Agricultural 
Service. 


October 31, 1955 


Procedures for Licensing Fourth-Quarter 
Exports of Copper, Aluminum Announced 


Procedures for licensing exports of 
certain copper materials and alumi- 
num scrap in the fourth quarter have 
been announced by the Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce. 


Under the new procedures, exporters 
no longer are required to submit 
evidence of availability and name of 
the foreign consumer in connection 
with applications to export copper 
scrap, copper-base alloy scrap, copper- 
base alloy ingots, and refined copper 
of foreign origin produced in the 
United States under toll or conversion 
agreement. 


The requirement for evidence of an 
accepted order also has been removed 
for all exports of foreign-origin re- 
fined copper. Applications to export 
copper produced in the United States 
under toll or conversion agreements, 
however, must be accompanied by cer- 
tification to that effect. 


Special requirements, such as evi- 
dence of availability, name of the 
foreign consumer, and certification of 
foreign origin remain in effect for ex- 
ports of unrefined and refined copper 
other than that produced under toll 
or conversion agreements. 


BFC also has said that applications 
covering aluminum scrap under quan- 
titative quota must be accompanied 
by evidence of availability to export. 


Applications to export leaded alumi- 
num foil scrap will not be charged 
against the fourth-quarter quota for 
aluminum scrap when such applica- 
tions are accompanied by evidence that 
the foil is commercially unsalable in 
the United States. 


In addition, scrap containing 70 per- 
cent or less aluminum will be charged 
against the fourth-quarter export 
quota only on the basis of the net 
weight of the aluminum alloy. Ex- 
porters, therefore, now are required 
to specify the weight of the aluminum 





Tariff Commission Schedules 
Public Hearing on Toweling 


The Tariff Commission has set Feb- 
ruary 14, 1956, as the date for the pub- 
lic hearing in connection with the in- 
vestigation it has instituted, under the 
“escape clause” provision of the Trade 
Agreements Extension Act, with re- 
spect to the imports of toweling of 
flax, hemp, or ramie. 

Those desiring to appear are re- 
quested to give written notice to the 
Secretary of the Commission, U. 8S. 
Tariff Commission Building, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C., at least 3 days in ad- 
vance. 


alloy content on their applications to 
export this material. 


Historical Licensing Continues 


Distribution among exporters of the 
copper and aluminum materials under 
quantitative quota in the fourth quar- 
ter will continue to be made on the 
historical licensing basis already in 
effect, BFC said. The commodities 
under quantitative quota are: New 
and old copper scrap, 3,000 short tons; 
new and old copper-base alloy scrap 
containing 40 percent or more copper, 
6,000 short tons (copper content); 
copper-base alloy ingots and other 
crude forms, 600 short tons (metal 
weight); new and old aluminum 
scrap, including remelt ingots, 4,000 
short tons. These quotas were an- 
nounced on October 6. 

Applications to export these quota 
commodities must be made before 
December 1, 1955, in order to be con- 
sidered for fourth-quarter licensing, 
BFC said. 

Applications to export other copper 
and aluminum materials may be sub- 
mitted at any time. 

The afore-mentioned actions are 
published in the Federal Register, 
October 22, and will appear in a forth- 
coming Current Export Bulletin. 





Sale of Farm Surplus 
To Spain Expanded 


The program for the sale of sur- 
plus agricultural commodities to 
Spain for Spanish currency has been 
expanded to includé an additional 
30,000 metric tons of cottonseed oil, 
soybean oil, or lard, valued at $10.6 
million including ocean transporta- 
tion for one-half the quantity pur- 
chased, the U. S. Department of Agri- 
culture announced on October 24. 

A purchase authorization for these 
products is expected to be issued 
soon. The program was negotiated 
under title I of the Agricultural Trade 
Development and Assistance Act of 
1954, Public Law 480, 83d Congress. 

The original agreement, summar- 
ized in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
May 2, 1955, and the amendments of 
September 22 and October 3, provided 
for the sale of $7,750,000 of cotton, 
$5,000,000 of cottonseed oil, $2,325,- 
000 of tobacco, and $4,809,000 of corn. 





Australian imports of unmanufac- 
tured tobacco in July 1954-May 1955 
totaled 41.5 million pounds, 6.8 million 
pounds greater than in the comparable 
period of 1953-54, and larger than in 
any previous complete fiscal year, the 
Foreign Agricultural Service reports. 
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Contracting Parties to GATT 
Hold 10th Session in Geneva 


The United States is participating in the 10th session of the Con- 
tracting Parties to the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 
which began October 27 in Geneva, Switzerland, the Department of 


State has announced. 


The Honorable James C. H. Bonbright, U. S. Ambassador to Portugal, 


has been named chairman of the U. S. 
delegation. A career foreign service 
officer, Ambassador Bonbright was 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State 
for European Affairs prior to assum- 
ing his new post. 

GATT is a trade agreement in 
which the United States and 34 other 
countries participate. Initially nego- 
tiated in 1947, its trade rules now 
cover more than 80 percent of the 
world’s commerce. 

The 10th session is expected to last 
about 5 weeks. It will be concerned 
with problems that have arisen under 
the agreement since the last meeting 
of its adherents, which began October 
28, 1954, and ended March 7, 1955. 

At the 10th session, the State De- 
partment says that there will be con- 
sultations about the discriminatory 
import restrictions of five countries— 
the United Kingdom, Ceylon, Austra- 
lia, New Zealand, and the Federation 
of Rhodesia and Nyasaland. The 
consultations will include a broad ex- 
amination of the impact on trade of 
the restrictions in question and the 
basis for their retention. During this 
review, the U. S. delegation will have 
the opportunity to seek information 
regarding the operation of the import 
controls of these countries and to 
press for relaxation of those which 
appear to be unduly or unnecessarily 
severe. 


Informal Talks Scheduled 

The U. S. delegation also intends 
to hold informal talks with the dele- 
gations of several other countries with 
a view to securing a relaxation of 
certain of their import controls ad- 
versely affecting American products. 

The contracting parties also will 
review the first annual report by 
the United States on restrictions on 
agricultural imports into the United 
States. Such restrictions are made 
in connection with domestic price- 





support legislation on farm commod- 
ities. At the 9th session the United 
States obtained a waiver of its obliga- 
tions under the agreement in order 
to eliminate conflict between the 
requirements of this legislation and 
the provisions of the GATT laying 
down the conditions under which im- 
port controls may be imposed. 


Applications To Be Considered 

The contracting parties also will 
consider at the 10th session applica- 
tions by Belgium and Luxembourg 
for authorization to maintain a lim- 
ited number of restrictions on imports 
of agricultural products. These ap- 
plications are expected to be con- 
sidered in the light of arrangements 
made at the 9th session whereby a 
contracting party in the process of 
eliminating the import controls pro- 
tecting its monetary reserves may be 
permitted in special circumstances to 
continue certain of the controls for 
a limited period of time. Such auth- 
orizations are designed to facilitate 
the transition to the complete elimi- 
nation of such import controls and 
would contain safeguards for the in- 
terests of other GATT countries. 

The delegations of the 35 Govern- 
ments will consider a report by the 
6 GATT countries which constitute 
the European Coal and Steel Com- 
munity (CSC). These countries— 
Belgium, France, the Federal Republic 
of Germany, Italy, Luxembourg, and 
the Netherlands—will describe recent 
CSC operations as they affect the 
coal and steel trade of their GATT 
partners. 

Procedures will be discussed for the 
next round of tariff negotiations 
among the GATT countries starting 
at Geneva in January. These. pro- 
cedures are expected to be substan- 
tially the same as those used during 


the previous tariff nevotiations at 
Geneva, Annecy, and Torquay. 


The 10th session will be marked by 
the participation for the first time 
of Japan as a contracting party to 
the general agreement. Japan’s par- 
ticipation during the last 2 sessions 
was on a provisional basis. Adherence 
by Japan was voted by the GATT 
countries during the summer and be- 
came effective on September 10, 1955, 


U. S. To Sell Surplus 
Wheat to Yugoslavia 


An agreement for the sale to Yugo- 
Slavia, for payment in dinars, of 300,- 
000 metric tons of U. S. wheat (ap- 
proximately 11 million bushels) has 
been signed by representatives of the 
two Governments. The total value 
approximates $22 million, including 
that part of the ocean transportation 
costs to be financed by the United 
States. 


Sales will be made by private U. 8. 
traders, as in other agreements under 
Public Law 480, 83d Congress, for ship- 
ment to various countries of surplus 
farm products held by the Commodity 
Credit Corporation, with payment to 
be made in local currency. 

This is the second such agreement 
between the United States and Yugo- 
Slavia. Notice of the first agreement’s 
conclusion appeared in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, January 24, 1955, page 
23. 








Foreign Commerce Weekly 


Subscription Form 


Please enter my subscription for 
Foreign Commerce Weekly at $4.50 
a year ($6 to foreign addresses). 


Name 


Address 
eee Zone.... State..... 


Mail to the nearest U. S$. Department of Com- 
merce Field Office, or to the Superintendent 
of Documents, U. S. Government Printing Of- 
fice, Washington 25, D. C. Enclose check or 


money order payable to the Superintendent 
of Documents. 
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